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What is the connection between Jamaican reggae, a Caribbean nursery rhyme,
German disco and The Bible? And what has all that got to do with this magazine?
The Caribbean nursery rhyme is ‘Brown Girl in the Ring’, a title which maybe
familiar to the musically-minded. It reached number No.2 in the UK charts in
1979, having originally been the B-side to the song Rivers of Babylon. The group
responsible for the popularising of both songs was Germany-based disco group
Boney M. Rivers of Babylon, had reached No.1 in 1978, but had started life as a
Rastafarian song written and produced by members of the Jamaican reggae
group ‘The Melodians’ in 1970. The lyrics of Rivers of Babylon are adapted
mainly from Psalm 137.
And it is with that Psalm that we focus the feature pages of this magazine, our
Mission Edition. I posed the question asked in verse 4; How can we sing the
songs of the Lord while in a foreign land? – or as it is put in Rivers of Babylon:
Now how shall we sing the Lord's song in a strange land? – to members of our
congregation who have shared their faith, or worked, abroad, to try and find out a
little more about what it was like to share the gospel, sing and worship in a
different country. Of course, sometimes, working in the UK, in a different part of
our city, in a different county, in different geographical surroundings or even just
working with different people can have its own complications, communication
barriers or lines of resistance – it can feel much like working abroad. So as we
extend the ‘foreign’ (or strange) land to include regional and national work, this
edition explores the Missions we support locally, nationally and internationally, as
well as hearing personal accounts of those who have worked in cross cultural
environments. Welcome to our Mission Edition.
Other than our Mission Edition feature we have our regular articles on the Mission
of the Month (one retrospectively and one prospectively as usual) and Stan gives
us the next account in the Tales from the Mission Field series. On top of all of that
we look back about how the parish and diocese marked the Platinum Jubilee of
Queen Elizabeth II. We look into our photo gallery for the Summer Fair and Tea
Break (among others) as well as lots of other things and our other regular
features - including Pew News with an item from the other side of the world!
I write just as a couple of days of intense sun and heat has been replaced by
thunder and rain - almost as suddenly as a chemical reaction! There is a tough
chemical element quiz this month - something to do on a rainy day. The rest of
the magazine however, will give you something to sit in the garden and read if we
end up with more days of Jamaican or Caribbean-esque weather. Enjoy
Cover picture: A globe
Editor: John Kowalski Proof Reader: Richard Line
Regular Contributors: Rev Karl Freeman, Tim Lyddon, Ron Wheeler, Stan Porter,
Mike Cooke, Owen Kowalski and The Mission Committee.
Copy Deadline for next issue: 5pm, 14th August

Website: www.emmanuelplymouth.co.uk
Facebook: search ‘Emmanuel with St. Paul’s
Adverts included are not an endorsement of the product/service by the Church.
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Just a thought!
In Matthew’s Gospel, on two occasions, Jesus commends us
not to seek for personal praise and reward in our worship of
him. We are to be content to do things that matter in life in secret as much as we might find ourselves doing them in the
public eye.
But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father,
who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. Matthew 6:3-4
But when you pray, go into your inner room, shut your door, and pray to
your Father, who is unseen. And your Father, who sees what is done in
secret, will reward you. Matthew 6:6
In opening our four-yearly clergy conference retreat at the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, Bishop Robert referred to this as ‘working the night shift’. Realising that some of our most demanding ministries might often be in secret, known
only to the Lord and sometimes perhaps to their recipients.
A fitting prayer which accompanies such endeavour is that of St Ignatius of Loyola
(1491 - 1556). I’m not a great one for quoting early church ‘fathers’ (largely
through ignorance!), but this prayer seems to hit the nail right on the head:
Teach us, good Lord to serve thee as thou deservest,
to give and not to count the cost;
to fight and not to heed the wounds;
to toil and not to seek for rest;
to labour and not to ask for any reward;
except that of knowing that we do thy will. Amen.
Bearing in mind our lives are to be presented to the Lord as living sacrifices, each
of us does well now and again to ask ourselves, ‘How am I contributing to the life
of the church? Am I prepared to do some of those ‘unseen jobs’ as well as those
which, when done in public, reward us with the encouragement of praise or
thanks.’
Just a thought to add to our prayerful commitment to church family life at Emmanuel! Please let me know if you’re wondering where you might find a place to serve.
Every blessing in Christ, Rev Karl

Rector’s Report
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Mission Edition
Mission Edition: An Introduction
By Rev Tony Williams
Ever fancied being involved in mission work?
You won’t necessarily need to dress up in jungle kit, get loads of vaccinations and
emigrate – although some adventurous souls in our midst have done exactly that.
You could volunteer, even for just a few weeks. You could pray, support coffee
mornings and other social events, receive newsletters, maybe even write to a
missionary. There are many different ways of getting involved.
Missionary organisations aren’t all abroad, either. Some work in this country and
many, like Shekinah, for example, are right on our doorstep. After all, “missionary”
just means being sent with the good news about Jesus, whether to Plymouth
or Peru!
A while ago the PCC asked all of us to come up with suggestions for missionary organisations the church should be supporting. We are now raising funds for almost
all of those you came up with.
Many are supported through coffee mornings, lunches and social activities, so the money we give to
them comes directly from your generosity.
The PCC also gives approximately £5000 per year
on our behalf to missionary work at home and
abroad. Can we introduce you to the organisations
we support?

Those six organisation are , The Christian
Resources Project, MAF (Becki Dillingham),
Richard Cooke’s work with the Church Army,
Cross Rhythms, Equip and Inspire, and firstly we
hear about Shekinah ….
Oh, and on top of those six, we hear about Street
Pastors, Sahodar and Good News for Everyone
5

Mission Edition
Shekinah
We are delighted to be continuing our financial support through
church funds to Shekinah. Kristy Winters has very kindly provided an update of the exciting and challenging times ahead.
Shekinah is now in its 30th Year! Amazing to think this local
charity is still working hard in the city of Plymouth. Founding
members are still remembered frequently and we can’t thank
them enough for bringing such an important service into being.
But with this celebration of achievement, it comes with a heavy
heart that we still all live in a world where homelessness still
exists.
Our front-line staff are increasingly feeling the pressures with
numbers rising daily of people rough sleeping. The impact to
those people’s mental health and wellbeing is our biggest concern and as a team we want to be able to provide the most
beneficial support. With this in mind we wanted to say a huge
thank you for raising £1000 with your coffee morning on the
30th April 2022 and the St George ‘s eventYour funds will go directly to this service.
Shekinah is going through many changes at the moment with
our training service moving premises to Bath Street. You may
be aware that Bath Street is currently under redevelopment
and as a result Shekinah has been asked to move. This is now
happening in 2022. We will soon be moving to Stonehouse
Creek! This is going to be a very exciting time for Shekinah and
our scope for support will be able to increase. We hope to be
able to open more to wider community through volunteering,
team building days, hiring venue space and much more. It
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would also be wonderful for your parishioners to attend Shekinah once the building is finished.
Please can you continue to hold Shekinah in your prayers as
we move into this new stage of rebirth within our new building.
We will continue to work as hard as we can to provide for the
people of this city who are in crisis and need our support. But
to be able to do this we will still need to raise awareness and
funds for Shekinah. When speaking with your family and
friends please consider mentioning our charity shops and making a donation of clothing or vintage items. These will always
be gratefully received. If you know of anyone taking on a personal challenge, please mention Shekinah as a charity to support. We are always available to provide support with setting up
a fundraising page on our website. Or if you would like one of
our team to attend a service, please let Kristy know and this
can be arranged.
Thank you again for all the support you have provided to Shekinah, and we are so grateful for this to continue.

In a previous edition we read Jessica’s testimony and learnt
about how Shekinah helped her and became an important
stepping stone in her life. Here is how Shekinah helped make
positive change in someone else’s life
2022 has been a fresh start for me. I first came to Shekinah
through a partner agency I was getting support from. I was
initially interested in the course Re:vive, but talking to staff
about my experience of being a listener and Buddy in prison,
we agreed that the Mentoring course would be a good place to
start. I have completed my Level 1 in Mentoring and have been
volunteering at Bath Street for about 8 or 9 weeks. I started off
making teas and coffees, then progressed to cooking in the
kitchen and with the encouragement of staff I am now >>>>>>
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>>>>>>> working directly with clients. Sometimes just having a
cuppa and a chat with someone is a great way to have a positive influence and help someone else see that there’s hope
and recovery is possible. I am now doing the Re:vive course
alongside the Mentoring Level 2 course. Re:vive is helping me
to understand myself better and make positive changes, while
doing the next level of Mentoring and I can see how I can help
others in their journey. They work alongside each other well. I
am looking forward to the possibility of visiting the prison on a
‘Check Out Work Matters’ event to talk to people about Shekinah and the work they do. Everyone in Shekinah, especially
Scott and Donna, has put faith in me, which has given me a
good incentive to keep going and stay in recovery…four
months and counting!”
There are more testimonies on the website at Shekinah.co.uk

Holly and the
children’s groups
helped run a coffee
morning in aid of
Shekinah, at the end
of April. Thank you for
all who attended this
and the St George’s
event, which together
helped us raise
£1000 for Shekinah.
On 19th June they
handed over the
cheque.
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Christian Resources Project
aka: Re:source
You don’t expect to find a treasure trove of Christian literature
in a Victorian house in a leafy street of Plymouth, but that is
exactly what the Christian Resources Project (CRP) is. 14
Lipson Road is the home to quality Christian books, DVDs,
cards and paraphernalia all aimed to help the Christian and enquirer in their faith journey. Particular attention is focused on
the needs of children and young people. As a registered charity
Re:source helps to provide Christian literature to schools,
youth groups and churches as well as running Christian Unions, lunchtime clubs, lessons and assemblies. Their aim is to
“help young people in their school context and bring the good
news of Jesus to them where appropriate. By supporting young
people we hope to bring positive experiences and influences
that will help in their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.” Rest assured however, there are plenty of materials
for adults, from fiction to biographies, bibles and devotionals. If
they haven’t got what you need in stock, they are happy to order it. So if you haven’t yet discovered CRP or it’s been a while
since your last visit, why not take a wander down Lipson
Roadand see what you find.

Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his
salvation day after day.
1 Chronicles 16 v23

Mission Edition
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Captain Richard Cooke:
Church Army
Captain Richard Cooke is best known to some of us at Emmanuel as Mike Cooke’s son and Louise’s brother. Richard, as
a Church Army Captain at the Edge Community, Selby in Yorkshire, receives some financial support from the church through
its Mission giving.
Aside from his involvement with the Edge Community, Richard
also shares with us the practical ways in which people in Selby
are supported; with food bank parcels; helping practically with
housing issues with the local council; helping a single mum
with mental health issues move house and visiting the bereaved.
Richard’s most recent newsletter carried updates on the
mission of The Edge Community in Yorkshire, including:
The Edge Community is a Christian outreach to the people of
Flaxley Road estate, Selby. It is a partnership between St
James’ Church, Selby and the Church Army. For 14 years they
have shared Christian faith in both words and loving action to
hundreds of children, teens and families, and grown a new
Christian community – Edge Community.
The Edge Community celebrated its 13th anniversary in April,
although it felt quite a low point in the life of this fledgling Christian community. Numbers were lower than they have ever
been and they are short of committed Christians to help sustain what they are doing. There are just 4 of them to make
church happen every week, with worship, teaching, children’s
activities and Messy Church once a month.

Mission Edition
10

However, a few weeks later numbers had increased at different
activities and people are returning after a spell away. One
person’s mental health is improving and one member announced that she now feels ready to become free of an addiction she has had for 15 years.
Yet God does not call us to stand still and we continue to look
to draw new people into the life and faith of the Edge Community. We are praying for faithful Christians who might contribute, even in a small way, like assisting with the children’s group
during the adult teaching. Do pray for us in this, and for the
Edge Team as we have a series of Days Away to reflect on our
vision, calling and life together, and what God might be saying
to us. The Selby Big Local ‘Our Space’ Community Hub building on Flaxley Road (the old co-op) is still awaiting development. Architects will discuss a tender with the partnership at
the end of May/early June. The partnership (of which Richard
is a member) will then have to decide on whether to get 100%
of the work done in one go by the builder, or whether to leave
some elements to local residents. This would encourage and
allow ownership by local people, but would take longer. If the
tender is accepted in full then work would begin in November
and take 3-4 months.
Please pray with us – the vision for a community space where
people can find a welcome, love and practical help – and
potentially a relationship with God – has been long in coming.
Establishing this could transform the life of The Edge
Community and the church’s mission in this area, and make a
lasting difference to people’s lives. So the prayers and financial support of Emmanuel are much appreciated.
Richard also has another role as Mission Development Officer
(North of England) and has helped set up Centres of Mission in
Blackpool, Leeds, Middlesbrough and Rochdale; also overseeing them and a Bradford based youth church and schools min-
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istry called ‘Sorted’. He works in partnership with the Archbishop of York’s Office to oversee the Missions Youth Church
Network which aims to establish 30 new youth churches over 5
years. He is currently working with Durham diocese to establish a new Mission partnership to 3 deprived parishes, to build
the kingdom and regrow church.
We are delighted that Captain Richard Cooke will be in Plymouth on Sunday, June 19th and will be interviewed during the
Morning Service.
We are holding a coffee morning on Saturday, 29th October in
support of the Church Army at the Edge Community, Selby
when we will be able to show a short video to illustrate the
work that is continuing there. We do hope you will come and
support this worthy cause.

PLEASE KEEP YOUR STAMPS
A reminder that you can quite easily help the
"Embrace the Middleeast" (previously BibleLands)

Please save the following used postage stamps
ALL FOREIGN
UK OVER 60p
UK PICTORIAL (but not Christmas ones)
(NB: Used UK ordinary 1st & 2nd. Class stamps are of no value and not needed)

Please trim round the stamp including the postmark, leaving a half-inch
border, and hand a batch from time to time to Mike Cooke or put them in the box
at Emmanuel Church
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Becki Dillingham: MAF
Emmanuel Church is supporting Becki Dillingham, a MAF pilot,
and we are thrilled that we will be able to meet her when she
attends the evening service on July 10th. Becki is based in
Chad with her husband and two children, Bethan and Luke.
Becki’s newsletter reports of a medical evacuation flight from
Bere, south of Chad on January 22nd. Their flight had to
connect with a medical jet and timing was crucial to avoid
unnecessary delays for the bacterial meningitis patient who
had been in a coma for 2 days already. After an 80 minute flight
to N’Djamena the jet’s medical crew came on board to carry
out tests before flying the patient to America. Unfortunately the
patient tested positive for Covid, so the next 48 hours were
spent in arranging for a hospital bed suitable for the patient to
be intubated during her flight home.
She finally arrived home on 29th and we pray for a full recovery.
Her family had been serving in Chad for 11 years and had
planned to leave this spring, but they have all now returned to
America.
Last year Becki and her family were delighted to have visits
from Ben and Tommy (both 19). They have known Ben for 15
years and he was with them for 6 weeks before starting his
university course. He rebuilt some of the dilapidated children’s
play equipment on the compound and did some painting and
filing tasks in the office. Bethan and Luke really enjoyed his
company. While there he was shown different aspects of
Chadian life, joined a flight with Becki and learnt to >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> ride a motorbike. Tommy stayed on the compound for
over half of his 6 week stay. He had family friends who worked
at the hospital and came to help before joining the Army. As
they didn’t have enough for him to do, he was offered to them.
He fixed the walls and decorated the MAF reception room and
also helped to install solar panels at the hangar and compound. The family really enjoyed these visits and their hard
work improved the compound and the office, which everyone
appreciates.
Bethan is due to start year 6 and Luke starts year 1 after the
summer break. The family have recently visited Zanzibar.
They stayed near the beach and enjoyed windsurfing and snorkelling; swam in an underground cave, visited a seaweed farm
and toured a spice farm. Luke had a computer for his bike for
Christmas, and managed to cycle 100 km round and round the
compound. He learnt how to swim and enjoys learning to read.
He also likes to climb up the new climbing wall and playing
football with Daddy.
Becki writes of staff shortages and will be the only pilot available in April, May and August and asks for prayers for her to be
able to manage the workload and keep on top of her other role
as operations manager. She also asks for prayer for continued
reliability for both aircraft as they fly without a chief engineer in
the country. She is also thankful for visiting engineers from
MAF Kenya who have come to carry out maintenance on their
aircraft twice in the past 4 months, and also the arrival of Alan
Sully, as temporary program manager. He will be replaced
shortly by Leon Prinsloo, who will stay until a permanent replacement is found.
I’m sure Becki will be able to tell us so much more when we
see her at 6.30 pm on July 10th and it will be a great
opportunity to learn first-hand about her life as a Mission
Aviation Fellowship pilot then.

Mission Edition
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Cross Rhythms
Our church has been supporting Cross Rhythms for many
years and indeed has some of its antennae on its roof! Cross
Rhythms Plymouth is a community radio station broadcasting
24/7 to Plymouth on 96.3FM and online.
The station has been broadcasting since 2007, but its roots in
the city go back much further. Station founder, Chris Cole,
started with a one hour programme on Plymouth Sound in the
1980s called ‘The Solid Rock of Jesus Christ’ which would form
the start of the Cross Rhythms ministry, of which Cross
Rhythms Plymouth is a part. The station broadcasts contemporary Christian music and a message of hope and life for Plymouth through thought provoking content of faith, interviews with
local charities, community groups and organisations working
for the good of the city and it shares life stories of local people
and Christian ministers.
Cross Rhythms began life as a Christian music magazine. It
was founded in 1990 by Tony Cummings, a music journalist,
and Mark Golding, a printer. It struggled to attract readers and
in 1991 God spoke to Tony Cummings about handing the magazine over to Cornerstone House, a small Plymouth-based
business and ministry run by entrepreneur and broadcaster,
Chris Cole. Tony said, "Few people would accept the gift of a
magazine losing at least £10,000 per issue but, Praise God,
Chris had sufficient vision to see this was indeed a publication
born out of a revelation from the Lord.”
A turning point for Cross Rhythms was in December 1993
when the magazine was able to increase its price and include
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with each issue a cassette of hot, new, Christian music tracks.
In 2000, the cassette became a CD and made the magazine
more relevant for a younger audience. Despite many financial
struggles it managed to survive for 15 years, only making a
profit in its final few months in 2005. But finally that summer,
following the unprecedented success of the Cross Rhythms
website re-launch, they decided to cease production. They felt
it was essential to expand the role of the website, which was
vital to the future of this ministry. The re-launch of the website
was a great success. Now music news, articles and reviews
are added to the Cross Rhythms website daily. If you are
seeking information on just one artist you can upload all the information they have on one page – articles, reviews and news
stories from the past 15 years of writing about them in the
Cross Rhythms magazine. There are also samples of radio
playlist tracks, contact details and the chance to buy products
at reasonable prices. A primary vision of Cross Rhythms is to
produce Christian music and media that stands up in the
market place outside the Christian church, as well as within.
They still hope that the Cross Rhythms magazine will be
published again, when the market for Christian music in the UK
will be large enough to sustain it, and that it will be fresh, new
and relevant. But in the meantime Cross Rhythms continues
to broadcast Christian music and topics that we can all
engage with.

He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his
God. And they will live securely, for then his
greatness will reach to the ends of the earth.
Micah 5v4
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Equip and Inspire
Thank you for continuing to partner with us as we serve internationally and locally in cross-cultural ministry.
Our heart’s desire is for the least reached to have meaningful
access to the Good News and for disciple making movements
to be birthed among them. Jesus commanded us to “Go and
make disciples of all nations” (i.e. all ethnic people groups).
2000 years on, 30% of the world still have little if any access to
the Gospel. Did you know … only 3% of Cross-cultural Christian workers serve among the least reached Muslim, Hindu and
Buddhist peoples? And less than 2% of Christian giving goes
to ministry amongst these least reached?! This is what we are
passionate about changing!
What do we do?
Strategic mobilization and training: mobilising and equipping
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new workers for effective ministry amongst Unreached People
Groups. Providing resources, training and consultancy for strategic, effective, biblically based, contextual ministry.
Practitioners – walking the walk! Continuing to do what we train
and equip others to do: sharing Good News, raising disciples
and mercy ministry in South Asia and the UK.
Including:
Modelling, coaching, and encouraging cross-cultural workers - locally and internationally to:
* Reach families/people groups in
culturally sensitive ways
* Gather those open-to-learn-spiritually into house fellowships
* use easily reproducible models to bring multiplication
* encourage & enable new lay believers to go and start another
generation of house fellowships.
It also means we are passionate about doing what we train
others to do e.g. through our own involvement in house fellowships in South Asia and through leading the “Aslan” Persian
Discipleship Group here in Plymouth
Developing Contextual Resources – to disciple Hindu and
Muslim followers of Jesus e.g. “Moksh Stories” Youtube animation and henna film series
(www.Mokshstories.org) presenting Moksh (salvation) from a
Biblical perspective in a very South
Asian style. And
>>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> “Puccho to Jaano” discipleship app with videos, devotionals and
worship music designed specifically
for believers from a Hindu background (www.Puchhotojaano.com) helping people all over India and in
10+ countries grow in devotion to
Sadhguru Yeshu,
Continuing relationships and serving
ministries in South Asia: Steven
spends a large amount of the year
based in North India serving church
planting teams. Through cyber space, Louise also maintains
many of our relationships with Hindus, Hindu Background Believers and with individuals and teams reaching them. We pray
these long-standing relationships will bear MUCH fruit for His
Kingdom and result in significant Discipleship Making Movements.

“Aslan” Persian Discipleship Group – in partnership with several Plymouth churches including Emmanuel, we facilitate this group of
Muslim Background Believers who
come from Iran, Kurdistan and Afghanistan; standing beside them and
helping them grow as disciples and
disciple makers.
Mobilisation and partnering with other
agencies – We work in partnership
with MTS, Rethinking Forum, Hethne
UK, Mahabba and others involved in
ministry to the least reached. For example, serving with SWAN (South
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West Agencies Network) at Christian Resources Exhibition;
and encouraging Christians locally in prayer initiatives like 30
Days of Prayer for Muslim World + 15 Days of prayer for Hindus.
AISH: Equipping local Christians to reach out effectively to the unreached on their doorstep: God is not
only sending his people out to the “Ends of the Earth”,
but He is bringing the unreached to us, as students,
skilled professionals, asylum seekers and refugees. 4
years ago, we launched Aish as a catalyst ministry:
“Equipping believers in Plymouth and the South West to reach
out effectively to the unreached on their doorstep”. We have
run several training programs (including on-line during Lockdowns), equipping local Christians to catch a heart for the unreached and learn how to serve the Kingdom through prayer,
giving, going and welcoming
We so appreciate your partnership with us through prayer, financial giving and practical friendship and support. If you
would like to know more about how you can partner with us,
please speak to Louise in person or email: Equipandinspire2go@gmail.com. To partner with us financially contact
Stewardship Services: account 200026222.

Mission Edition
Find out more
Would you like to get further involved with any of
these good causes?
If so please get in touch with Dominie, our Missions
Committee Secretary, who will be happy to put you in
touch with the right people.

Mission Edition
21

Mission Edition
How can we sing the songs of
the Lord while in a foreign land?
Ps 137v4
I posed this question to Penny Jennings, a retired Missionary,
who spent time teaching at Shalom University in Bunia…
From 2014 to 2019 I dipped in and out of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), teaching ‘Theological English’ to
Masters and PhD students at Shalom University, a Christian
University in Bunia, in the NE of DRC. I expected my students,
mainly young men training to be pastors, to have a good working knowledge of ‘general English’ and for most this was true,
but for some this was definitely not the case! And they would
have to do exams, with marks counting towards their degrees
… I was seriously concerned.
And then, thankfully, inspiration!
The Congolese are extremely musically gifted, churches having numerous choirs, all singing at different points in their long
church services – great joyful gatherings. And I happened to
have (I know not why or how) ‘Shine, Jesus, Shine’, on my ancient laptop! I asked ‘my men’ whether they would like to learn
a modern (!) worship song in English. Faces beamed! So first,
the meanings of the words, and just for once I helped a tiny bit
by translating the occasional line into French. And then,
pronunciation. Even the least capable were doing amazing
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contortions with their lips and tongues, wonderful, success at
last! And then, ‘Please can we go into the garden to
sing?’ (see photo below)
Laptop into the garden, played the tune through once, they listened, concentrated. Some started humming. Then a lot of
shuffling around and ‘debates’ between one or two. What were
they doing? They had sorted themselves out into three of the
four male voice types, tenors 1 and 2 and baritone. I moved to
play the song again but ‘no, Madame Penny, we are ready’.
And wow, didn’t they make a joyful noise to the Lord!! Wonderful, beautiful. And suddenly, those few students who struggled
to utter a word in class were amazingly fluent in >>>>>>

Mission Edition
23

>>>>>> beautifully pronounced English!
What an answer to my prayers.
There were two sequels. First, I was able to
teach them many more English worship
songs, I’m sure pleasing to the Lord, and
second, the university chaplain invited them
to sing ‘Shine, Jesus, Shine’ at the Friday
main campus service, a big honour for them.
And just as they ended the chorus at the
end of the first verse the American Head of
Development stopped them, shouted across
to me, ‘Penny, quickly, put the words of the chorus up, and soon around 800 students from all six Faculties were singing ‘Shine, Jesus, Shine’. Such joy. And I
was so blessed! And for my group, both their English and theology improved in
leaps and bounds after that!
<<<<<<< This picture
was
taken
in
my
bungalow on campus,
and the little chap with
his arm in the air, Alfred,
is now a senior pastor in
his church in a very troubled area and working
with Wycliffe translating
the Bible (currently 1
and 2 Timothy) into his
mother tongue, Bhele.
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How can we sing the songs of
the Lord while in a foreign land?
Ps 137v4
I posed this question to regular contributor, author of ‘Tales
from the Mission Field’ and retired missionary, Stan Porter.
For me this has two different aspects. First for my own spiritual
blessing and secondly to bless the Brazilians. For myself, in
relation to worship and praising God it was a different
experience to the Hebrews as I was there willingly not as a
captive. I have never been blessed with a singing voice, but
played hymns or songs on gramophone records, LP’s, or tapes
depending on the availability of electricity. I only sang along
with the recordings if I was sure I was alone. I did often miss
congregational singing though.
So far as spreading the Gospel by music, I was largely
restricted to using records on a wind up gramophone during
the services to teach them hymns. As many were illiterate they
soon learnt the words themselves. This always put a restriction
on the services as I could not carry many records with me. It
was only in latter years that those hymns really began to speak
to my own heart though as I started to ‘live’ Portuguese.
You can read the latest instalment of Stan’s regular feature, Tales from the Mission Field on p40-41
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Good News for Everyone
Formerly GideonsUK
Our heart’s desire is to introduce everyone to the Lord Jesus
Christ. We’re inviting you to join us by sharing God’s Word with
those who need it.
Jesus calls us all to be part of this
wonderful journey and together we
Did you know?
can respond. We do this by placing
50% of households
and presenting Bibles and Testadon’t have a Bible
ments everywhere that we are invited … from hotel rooms to football clubs, schools to the armed
forces, as well as sharing our faith in personnel witnessing.
You may already be familiar with our work under the Gideons’
name, but we have recently become known as Our commitment to share God’s Word far and wide remains the same, but
we felt it was important to give both men and women an equal
opportunity to respond to this God-given calling. For this reason we have opened our work to enable men and women to
join on exactly the same basis.
Gifting Bibles
We look for opportunities to share Bibles in as many locations
as possible, including …
Schools
The highest number of Testaments distributed annually is
through a school assembly talk or religious education lessons.
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In Plymouth, we offer a
testament to all year 7
students
in
those
schools where we are
welcomed.
Please
pray for an opening to
share the Good News
in those Plymouth schools where they have not yet taken up
this opportunity.
Plymouth University
We are no longer permitted to place Testaments in halls of residence, but we do freely distribute them to students on the
street (usually North Hill) immediately outside the university
campus. This also provides opportunity to speak of our faith in
Jesus.
Hospitals
Testaments, with special easily
Did you know?
wiped covers are placed at hospital
On average, each year
(Derriford and Mount Gould) bedsides. Sadly, with the COVID pan- we place almost 800,000
demic, these have had to be re- scriptures across the UK
moved and we hope and pray that very soon they will be allowed back. For many a patient it may be the first time they
have read God’s Word in very many years, if ever. The early
pages direct the reader to specific texts offering hope, encouragement, a way forward and ultimately the call to salvation and
faith in and through Jesus.
Hotels and care homes
Where permitted we place Bibles in hotels, guest houses and
care homes. It is not unknown for hotel guests feeling de-
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pressed or suicidal to come across
God’s Word and find much needed
Did you know?
hope and love in what they read,
In the UK we have
which greatly helps them through
over 4000 members
this difficult time. They may contact who support each other
the central office for support.
through 260 branches.
Badged Testaments
These have been very popular. With the relevant permission,
these carry the logo of the organisation involved, and where
appropriate, the organisation’s prayer. Locally, these have included distribution to the police force, some of the armed services, Plymouth Argyle staff, all the Plymouth Girls’ and Boys’
Brigades.
As with so many outreach activities, the work of Good News for
Everyone! has been greatly hindered by the COVID pandemic
and we are now striving to restore the availability of Scriptures
to all who will accept them.
The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
Testaments
Special Jubilee Testaments have
been produced to be shared
through the Churches. The idea is
that Christians take one to pass on
to a non-Christian family member, a
friend, neighbour or work colleague
and that this may be the initial
opening needed to share faith,
raise and answer questions, to pray
for the recipient, that they might find
salvation in Jesus.
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Mission Edition
And in conclusion…..
We don’t have to visit a country with the outright reason to
share the gospel. I know Christians who, for various reasons,
have recently visited different countries - Ethiopia, Rwanda and
Mexico, to name a few - to visit family, go on holiday or for
work. Being there for any length of time, the desire to worship
will come about privately or in the company of others. Talk to
people for any length of time and the conversation is sure to
turn to the gospel, whether you plan it to or not. But as we
have already read, it is not an easy task with a language barrier. We must also remember that in our ‘day and age’ people
from a “foreign land” (Psalm 137 v4) find themselves, for whatever reason over here.
I remember the late Graham Jones, during a Schools’ Week
session, sharing with the children that we are all saints of the
Lord, and all Christians have duty to share their faith (in one
way or another). So, we conclude this feature with that in mind,
knowing that ‘foreign land’ works in two directions in the
21st Century (as well as just being some that isn’t home), our
final answer to the question posed in Psalm 137, comes from
Louise, who has spent various times of her life working abroad
and at home in cross cultural environments.
How can we sing the songs of the Lord while in a foreign
land? - "How did this verse relate to you when working in a
"foreign land"?
One of the things I have loved about working cross-culturally
has been learning to worship Jesus in new ways - culturally

Mission Edition
29

and in other languages. This has been true when living overseas e.g. in Romania, West Africa and most of all in India. And
it has also been true more recently working with "foreigners"
here on our doorstep in Plymouth, through working with our
Persian brothers and sisters in our Aslan Discipleship group. I
am sure, when we are in heaven, there will be opportunities to
sing some of the traditional English hymns we know and love
and many of the more modern western worship songs too.
However, I also know for a fact that in heaven worship will be
happening in "every language and tongue" and I believe in a
whole variety of different cultural ways too (see how John describes it in Revelation chapters 5 and 7 especially). One day,
in heaven, there will be people from "every race, tribe, language and nation" worshiping Jesus with their whole being and it won't just be in English or using Hillsong choruses! I am
very excited looking forward to that day!
So, back to the question about singing the songs of the Lord in
a foreign land. Initially, it is a real challenge to truly enter into
worship when the songs are strange and different and one is
trying to get one's head around a whole new language and culture. But, in each of the cross-cultural situations I have worked
in, I have soon found that these new songs and new ways of
doing worship open up doors to me in coming close to Father
God that I had not experienced in my own language. Truly! It's
like adding facets to a diamond and seeing the whole thing
more brightly as a result. So, when we were living in India, I
loved worshiping in Hindi and using Bhajan style songs to do
so - very different from my own tradition growing up here in the
UK. And I also found, especially when the spiritual atmosphere
felt particularly heavy during certain festivals, that it was really
important and powerful for me to just blast out some English
worship and sing along to that in the privacy of our own home,
whilst I was preparing supper for example. Josiah also loved
the times we would have our own family worship together and
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dance around the room in praise using an English worship
song - just as he also really enjoyed many of our family devotional times done in a very contextual Indian style with candles,
incense and meditative worship "bhajans". I also found a learnt
a huge amount, whenever I was faced with a new cultural situation and needed to press into God's word about how that
might relate to expressing worship to Jesus - I so often found
that the Bible's idea of worship is SO much bigger than our
very narrow English understanding of it :-)
Back here in the UK, I enjoy listening to a whole variety of English worship songs and find that especially powerful and important when entering into intercession or spiritual warfare. But
much of the time, I find my "go-to" worship choice is actually to
find some Hindi Christian worship on Spotify and revel in that I
also really enjoy learning the many beautiful and varied Farsi
worship songs we use during our Aslan sessions, when we
meet in the Oval Room at Emmanuel each Wednesday.
I think the writer of this verse was really lamenting how difficult
it can be to worship God when we are far from home and far
from the promised land - but for me, I have found living in a foreign land, whilst it has its challenges, has also opened up new
pathways for me in worship, for which I am very thankful.

But thanks be to God, who always leads us
as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession
and uses us to spread the aroma of the
knowledge of him everywhere.
2 Corinthians 2 v14
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A PLACE TO BELONG AND GROW
Home Groups meet regularly to share friendship,
read the Bible, discuss, pray, support each other,
grow in faith, learn together and have fun.
Home groups meet locally, usually weekly in term
-time, at a range of times of day from
Monday to Thursday.
For more information, see our leaflet or
contact the Parish Office (Tel: 260317)
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WHAT ARE
HOMEGROUPS LIKE?
Small groups
 Sharing friendship
 Bible reading/discussion
 Prayer
 Supporting each other
 Growing in faith
 Learning together
 Having fun

WHO DO I CONTACT TO FIND OUT
MORE INFORMATION?
Rev Robin Brown
Email: robin.brown@emmanuelplymouth.co.uk



Or Parish Office: Tel: 01752 260317

GROUPS MEET AS SHOWN BELOW
Most groups meet weekly in term-time, except in
the week of the first Wednesday of the month
when we prioritise the parish prayer meeting

ADDRESS

LEADER

DAY

TIME

Mannamead

Linda Wheeler

Monday

2.30pm

Mannamead

Vera Mitchell

Monday

7.45pm

Mannamead

Shelley Catchpole

Tuesday

7.30pm

Hartley

Mark Parkman and
Mavis Holmes

Tuesday

7.30pm

Pippa Brown

Wednesday

7.30pm

Steve Martin

Wednesday

7.30pm

Mannamead

Ann Bloss

Wednesday

7.30pm

Oval Room

Lyn and Gordon Rose

Thursday

10.30am

Mutley

Holly Martin

(Steep hill)

(Children present)

(Fortnightly)

Higher
Compton
Mutley
(Steep hill)

Hartley

1.30pm
Thursday

Mark Bullard and

Thursday

Philip Rowland
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(Bring & share lunch at
12.30pm)

7.30pm

The Mission of the Month
for JUNE
was
SAHODAR

SAHODAR UK exists to support the projects
undertaken by our sister charity, in the village
of Garambesi and surrounding Lamjung district, in Nepal.
The focus is on providing medical provision
for those who would have to walk great distances, or for whom it would be unaffordable.
health and dental education. clean drinking
water, opportunities for developing skills in
order to generate an income, an improvement to the very basic level of education
in schools opportunities for people to hear the Gospel and to worship God.
SAHODAR Nepal
The word SAHODAR can be translated as ‘COMMUNITY’.
It stands for:
Sustainable
and
Holistic
Development for the spirit, mind and body.. the whole person.
Attitudinal
Renovation
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to enable former slaves to have a sense of value and of self-worth, within a
Christian context...and the high caste
community to accept and value former
slaves.
Garambesi is a 6 hour drive from
Kathmandu and about 3 hours from
Pokhara, depending on weather conditions.This may improve once the new
highway is fully operational.

In 2021 we were thrilled to see the new
50 bed hospital open to serve some
very needy patients, particularly those
suffering from COVID.

Rainastar Peace Church

It has been such a joy
to see how in less than
10 years the initial pharmacy grew into a small
out-patient
treatment
centre, then a 15 bed
cottage hospital and finally this modern purpose built hospital, ultimately capable of meeting a wide range of
medical needs and
providing health education for the
wider community. There remains
an urgent need for resources to
help fully equip and staff the hospital. We will be focussed on trying
to help meet this need.

Front of the new hospital

We are currently working towards
providing a new x-ray machine,
which will cost around £16,000.
The old x-ray machine in its original premises, now broken.
The old X-ray machine

Mission of the Month
35

Giving information:
Bank Transfers can be made to:
SAHODAR UK,
Sort Code:56-00-63,
Account :38418940
Cheques are payable to
SAHODAR UK and can be sent to 8
Forder Heights, Plymouth, PL6 5PZ
Online giving at: www.sahodaruk.org
Remember - Gift Aiding your
donation can add an extra 25%
value to your gift!
Another way of giving at no extra
cost to you when you make purchases from Amazon is by registering at smile.amazon.co.uk and
selecting Sahodar UK as your benefitting charity - Amazon will donate 0.5% of the total value of
qualifying orders.

DON’T FORGET
You can donate to the St Paul’s Community
Larder at anytime. Put your donations in the
wooden chest at the back of Emmanuel
or contact Barrie Bannister– Evans
who will deliver it for you

Mission of the Month
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The Mission of the
Month for
JULY is
STREET PASTORS

Plymouth Street Pastors
celebrated its 14th Birthday on
23rd May 2022
During the 14 years our stats tell
us that we have: Prayed with some 100 people
per. annum. on the street
 Given advice/re-assurance or
directions over 2,000 times
 Assisted after over 350 assaults
 Removed 82,608 bottles /
broken glass!
 Given away 9.458 pairs of flip flops
 And over 2,200 space blankets / ponchos
 Some 600 bottles of water each year
 Called the emergency services / taken people to Streetsafe over 500 times
st
 And administered direct 1 Aid over 500 times
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Given away over 800 hats / gloves / scarves
Not to mention that we have resuscitated 2 people; saved (at least!) 3 from Hypothermia / possible death and helped avert 8 suicides that we know of.
Of course that’s all stats. Impressive as they are, but consider:
How many answered prayers have we seen to IMPOSSIBLE (looking) situations?
e.g. Another "impossible" situation solved by prayer - Plymouth Street Pastors
How many lives have we been privileged to touch for Jesus (whether we realised
it or not)? e.g. “I’m homosexual” - Plymouth Street Pastors
How many vulnerable ladies (and men) have we saved from dangerous/
threatening situations? e.g. Rape avoided? - Plymouth Street Pastors
Here are some “Reflections of Street and Prayer Pastors”
"Sometimes, at the start of a Saturday evening Street and Prayer Pastor session,
things on the street can initially seem very quiet, and I sometimes find myself
wondering if The Lord will still need us to serve people in Plymouth's nightlife areas tonight? However, by 4.00 am the log kept by the Prayer Pastors of people encountered and prayed for, and often in many instances helped, leaves little doubt
that the answer is YES."
After 6 weeks of pretty intensive training and covering all the basics like first aid,
and relating to people on the street as well as party goers. Are we then ready to
go out on the streets? When Saturday evening comes round, when it is your duty
night and the wind is howling and the rain pouring, you sit and think - do we have
to go out? Yes we do! After you have done a few sessions you realise how important your presence on the streets is. We speak with rough sleepers who just
need a friendly word and maybe a bottle of water and a warm hat. We pick up lots
of broken bottles and sweep
away the glass left on the
pavement so night clubbers
who have abandoned their
shoes after all the dancing,
don’t cut their feet - quite often they are provided with flip
flops by us if barefoot. We
clean them up and sit with
them until they can get
transport home; sometimes
they have lost their money or
phones or just their friends!
This is when our lovely prayer
Pastors come in - a call to
them and the team pray for
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assistance in some way and our Lord doesn’t let us down! We have seen some
amazing things happen after prayer, like the young man who felt life wasn’t worth
living; he was cold, wet and hungry. We phoned it in and went and got him a sleeping bag, listened to his story and spoke with him. Next thing someone brought him
some food and our prayer was answered. He went away feeling as if someone
cared. Most people have a friendly word for us wherever we go and when we go
home at 4:30 on a Sunday morning it has all been worth it! Thank the Lord!
I have been a Prayer Pastor with Section B of the Plymouth Street Pastors for
nearly 4 years and I very quickly learned to respect their dedication and expertise
and the many skills they bring to this ministry. Their compassion for the people they
help is admirable and it is a privilege to support them in prayer.
Prayer Pastors pray the teams out as they leave for each patrol and log their calls
and cover any situations or people where prayer is needed. The prayer needs can
vary tremendously and I love the way God answers; sometimes almost instantaneously but it can take much longer. We regularly pray that the Holy Spirit will lead
the teams to where they are needed most and often find that a team member, who
can help in a specific way, is in the right place at the right time to solve a problem.
We pray for the emergency services, for peace and a happy atmosphere on the
streets and for things relevant to the work of the Street Pastors and the safety of
the people of our city, especially the rough sleepers and other vulnerable people,
for whom we all have a very special place in our hearts.
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Last month I told you about my first survey of the Nadёb tribe. Over the next 3
years on the field this was to be my number one interest as I gradually learnt
their language and way of life. A
few years previously this had been
a big tribe, maybe as many as
10,000 to 20,000 (no one knows!)
spread over a large area between
the Rivers Negro and Japurá, possibly the size of England. They
had been nomadic, rarely staying
in one area for long, and having
little or no contact with ‘civilisation’,
but on some occasion they must
have, as the contracted measles
and having no resistance and no
jungle medicine to deal with it, they succumbed to it and I met all of the 300 left!
They lost all their chiefs, all except one half trained medicineman, and all except
one of their tribal storytellers. The survivors were a hotchpotch of individuals
from various groups who had come together to make new families, and they realized that their life style would have to change if
they were to survive. This of course made language study difficult as some had quite different
accents or dialects.
The first two years I worked alone living on and
off with the second group on the Bua Bua at
Lake Abial where Macaco was the chief. It consisted of a large house (Maloca) at the end of the
lake, on top of a cliff about 20 – 30 ft. high. They
cleared a bit more jungle and built me a small
house beside theirs. Every six months, during the
dry season, the lake dried out, so they packed up
everything and headed down to another lake
nearby where during the wet season everywhere
was too wet and flooded to live!
There were about 12 adults and half a dozen
children, innumerable scraggy dogs, and a monkey called Chico. He was the bane of my life!!! At
first he was scared of me, but later delighted to
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tease and torment me. His favourite trick was to creep along the tree trunk that
made the top of the wall of my house. When I was relaxing or asleep in my hammock he would scuttle down the rope, bite my ear lobe enough to hurt, but not
draw blood, then jump about two yards away just out of reach laughing at me! He
knew just how far to be so that he was tantalizingly close but completely safe from
my grasp. My only ‘defence’ was to have something hidden that I could throw at
him, if I missed he would increase his mocking, if I hit him he would be determined
to repeat his trick all the sooner.
The children were a delight and the older ones would often come and teach me
new words. One boy in particular would spend quite a while and was insistent that
I got the pronunciation just right. Unfortunately I soon discovered that I did not
have a very good ear for nuances of the sounds. I often didn’t know what sound I
was making incorrectly. In English we only have 15 relevant vowels (we use tricks
like putting an ‘e’ at the end of a word e.g. bad & bade, to turn 5 letters into 15
vowels), but they had nearer 50 vowels. If I got it wrong he would put his mouth
within an inch of mine and try to force the correct sound into my mouth by shouting! He wouldn’t stop till I got the word right, even if I didn’t know what difference I
was making. I would then have to try to sort things out later with my regular adult
informant.
Language learning was not all one way though. Some evenings I would have fun,
especially with the children, but also some of the adults, teaching them some English songs. By far the favourite was “Old MacDonald had a farm.” They had never
seen sheep, cows, etc., so we replaced them with panthers, pigs, toucans, parrots, etc. using their names for these animals and finding out how they made the
sounds! Can you imagine a more incongruous scene than a tribe of natives in the
middle of the Amazon jungle singing Old MacDonald! I leave you with that
thought!!!
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Top: Liza has visitors to the Mission of the Month Stall
and Bottom: Holly sets up an experiment as the Scouts look on
Photos by The Editor
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Top: Ken, Ann and Vera selling plants
and Bottom: Fred and Brian at the BBQ
Photos by The Editor
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We have recently been
exploring The Book of
Revelation during the
evening service.
Understanding Jesus as the
Lion of Judah and also the
Lamb who was slain.
In brief; Revelation is like
any other book of the Bible
in that it has a beginning
(1-3), a middle (4-20) and an
end (21-22). It starts with a
picture of the church and of
Christ reigning in glory,
glorified by His people. It
ends with a glimpse of
eternal life in the age to
come. The middle, more
difficult passages, through a
crescendo of seals,
trumpets, bowls and plagues
depicts God’s judgement
and triumph over evil.
Unlike other books, it tells
it’s tory through imagery and
pictures, rather than
accounts in prose - it was
a vision after all!
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Karl recommends…
Revelation Unwrapped
by John Richardson
The book of Revelation promises
blessing to those who read it and
put its message into practise.
Revelation Unwrapped is a short
commentary designed to make
this blessing accessible to the
general reader. Its approach is
to show how Revelation is best
understood by relating its text to
the rest of the Bible, especially
the Old Testament. In this way,
speculative interpretations are
avoided and the message is
seen as part of the whole of
Scripture

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK
The Beginning

The Middle

The End

THE SEALS
THE TRUMPETS
THE BEGINNING

THE HOLY WAR

THE END

Chapters 1-3

BOWLS OF PLAGUES

Chapters 21-22

FALL OF BABYLON
CONQUERING KING
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Barrie Bannister-Evans has indicated Richard Catchpole
that he would like to own the men’s feedback
breakfasts. The first breakfast for over
two years will be on Saturday 16th July
at St Paul’s.
Also see p59 Ed.!

would

welcome

Barrie has also joined the PCC, alongside other new members, Anne Tillett, Through different events Christian Aid
Kevin O’Neill and Pam Edwards. Con- (CA), has been supported by
Emmanuel each year. Man has made
gratulations to all four of them.
many technical, biological and scientific
advances, but seldom has he thought
I have recently spoken to Karen Fook, of asking are we making others any
Mike Soanes’s daughter. She says her happier? I would suggest with their
father Mike is now very settled into his many different projects that CA are encare home, (thinks it’s in Plymouth). deavouring to make life better for all
She even wished she had moved him who receive aid, and bringing a little
sooner. He is enjoying the social life, happiness with it? May be a small
his Daily Telegraph though she is not cooking business started, or farming
sure how much he reads it! She feels advice that increases the crops, or a
there is a little more dementia settling well dug.
in with him. The other good news is
that her husband Jonathan has recovered from his heart attack, and has I hear from Denise O’Leary, that Wendy
been offered a light duties job in the Bray, who many will remember from
Emmanuel (before she moved to her
Cardiology department.
curacy at St Pancras) recently lost her
battle with cancer. Her funeral was held
The Mission Committee have come up in her native Bristol. Denise says “It
with a new information board which is was a wonderful service that perfectly
now on display. There is plenty of detail celebrated a life which blessed so
about the Missions we many of us. A superb sermon by Paul
support, through our Roberts perfectly captured her warmth,
central funding, drawn love and sense of fun. The music was
from annual church spine-tingling, the flowers exquisite with
giving. The work has their heady fragrance and the organist
been done by commit- playing David Bowie the perfect conclutee members and sion”.

Send you news into Ron: ronwheeler10@gmail.com
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Emmanuel Church hall has recently
had an upgrade in its audio and visual
equipment. A new projector, with a
sharper, clearer image is now in place.
The new sound system is Bluetoothcompatible for music and had line input
microphone facility, which will make the
spoken word clearer with less cut out. A
massive thank you to Tim Lyddon for
his work on this.

EMAIL ENCOURAGEMENT: ONLINE
PEWS NEWS!
Karl recently received this email from
Australia, from Nicolas Serpell, the
brother of the late Greg Serpell, and
brother-in-law to Ginnie.
6th June 2022
Hi Karl,
I accessed Emanuel’s Web Site again
a couple of days back and remember
thinking how much we tend to take for
granted the wonders of today’s communication technology ……..and the
work that goes into a web site! So I
thought that I would write a quick note
of appreciation and remind you, if you
need it, that your congregation and
reach is at least a fraction larger than
you may suppose!
I enjoyed sharing part of Psalm 119
with you (and your dog through the
garden window behind your right shoulder) the other day! So thank you for the
Morning Prayers. Tony’s Reflections
are also valued here, as is the Parish
Magazine. (The history Edition was full
of interest and memories for me.) The
apps for Bible Study have also been
utilised. So thank you to all who contribute to the Web Site’s contents.
A special thanks goes to whoever at
your end is looking after the technical
side of things so that I can use the Site
and even “attend” a service at the
Church that was a big part of my family
life, particularly during the Wakeling
years of the 1950s, from my home in a
small country town in Australia on the
other side of the World! Amazing!

Some of the congregation will remember Chris Routledge. He was the youth
worker at Emmanuel and more recently, has been the vicar of St
Edwards Church in Eggbuckland. His
wife Helen, recently posted the following on Facebook about their future…
The Routledges have big news!!!!!!
It is with some sadness but also much
joy and excitement that I can now
announce that we will all be leaving
Plymouth in the summer to head to
pastures new!
Chris will be Vicar of St Nicolas
Church, Nuneaton (the church where
we got married and where Hannah was
baptised) as well as Priest in charge of
Weddington and Caldecote. And I will
be working as a Speech and Language
Therapist on the stroke rehabilitation
wards at The George Eliot Hospital in
Nuneaton.
I’m so excited to be moving close to my
family. We love Plymouth and it will always hold a significant place in our
hearts, but living so far from family for
so long and never being able to share
Birthdays, Christmas, Easter and everyday life with them has been hard. I’m
so looking forward to seeing what this
next chapter holds.
We wish them and the family best wish- My warm regards,
es for the future
Nicolas Serpell
RMW

Send you news into Ron: ronwheeler10@gmail.com
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Inspired by the Parable of the Good Samaritan we looked at some First Aid Skills
Top: Kingz Kidz doing some bandaging Bottom: Pathfinders trying CRP.
Both groups had a go at the recovery position. Photos by The Editor
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There is a challenge and THERE IS A
CHALLENGE. Unless you are a chemistry
student, an element enthusiast or are
dedicate follower of such a fashion - or another reason; this quiz is likely to fall into the
capital category. Atomic number and
chemical abbreviation provided, you might
need a Periodic Table to find the answers
this time - let’s call it research rather than
fun!!

1
H

12
Mg

26
Fe

65
Tb

53
I

1

2

3

4

5

28
Ni

29
Cu

70
Yb

84
Po

63
Eu

6

7

8

9

10

8
O

18
Ar

102
No

92
U

88
Ra

11

12

13

14

15

Answers on p63
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7
N

117
Ts

79
Au

30
Zn

13
Al

16

17

18

19

20

14
Si

98
Cf

23
Kr

54
Xe

15
P

21

22

23

24

25

19
K

55
Cs

2
He

9
F

35
Br

26

27

28

29

30

27
Co

22
Ti

32
Ge

17
Cl

10
Ne

31

32

33

34

35

16
S

20
Ca

50
Sn

6
C

82
Pb

36

37

38

39

40

Answers on p63
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Top and bottom:
St Paul’s Jubilee Party
Photos from Facebook
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PLATINUM JUBILEE SERVICE AT
EXETER CATHEDRAL HONOURS
‘EXTRAORDINARY’ QUEEN
People from across Devon took part in a special Platinum Jubilee Evensong and
Reception service at Exeter Cathedral to mark the Platinum Jubilee of H.M. The
Queen.
The service was led by the Very Rev’d Jonathan Greener, the Dean of Exeter.
There were also representatives from different military and civilian organisations
and charities as well as the Lord Lieutenant of Devon, David Fursdon, who is the
Queen’s representative in Devon.
The Lord Mayor of Exeter, Yolande Henson, was among those who processed into the Cathedral, along with her official insignia, the Sword of Office and Cap of
Maintenance.
They were presented to Exeter in 1497 by King Edward VII.
The Choral Evensong was led by the Dean of Exeter Cathedral, the Very Rev’d
Jonathan Greener, with music provided by the St Peter’s Singers.

News from around the Diocese: exeter.anglican.org/
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The Bishop of Exeter, the Rt Rev’d Robert
Atwell, who preached the sermon, said “It’s a
great joy and privilege for us to be here together to honour the Queen’s wisdom, faithfulness and the way she has lived her life with
such integrity.
Bishop Robert, who has met the Queen a
number of times, continued; “She is a quite
extraordinary person.”
“She is very open about her own Christian The St Peter’s Singers choir sang at
the service
faith. She doesn’t have to go to church but
she does so every single week and she often
talks about her prayers, and it’s evident in her Christmas speeches, in which you
hear her authentic voice coming through loud and strong.”
“By custom, we call a 70th anniversary a ‘platinum’ anniversary and such a noble
designation is certainly worthy of the reign of Her Majesty the Queen. Her constancy in times of pressure and difficulty, as
well as in times of joy, has been exemplary.
Public service, duty and a devout Christian
faith continue to be hallmarks of Queen Elizabeth’s reign. Her trust in Jesus Christ is central
to her life. As we mark the Queen’s Jubilee, let
us pray for grace to build communities of trust,
service and fairness worthy not only of our
Queen but of the God who in Jesus Christ
promises us the gift of abundant life.”

The service included an Act of Dedication as
part of the thanksgiving for the Queen’s 70year reign.
The prayers were led by Rev’d Prebendary Nigel Guthrie, a Chaplain to the Queen
and Rector of St David’s church in Exeter.
Rev’d Guthrie, said: “It is wonderful to celebrate this unique Jubilee for Her Majesty the Queen. She has given a lifetime of service to our nation, and I feel profoundly grateful for the personal faith she has witnessed so clearly throughout her
reign. It is a faith which is evident in the spirit of service which characterises her
daily work. Her example has inspired many people of different generations to
serve their communities and to persevere in their own faith through times of joy
and sorrow.”

News from around the Diocese: exeter.anglican.org/
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Sunday 5th June
Emmanuel Bell Ringers

Local School Art Exhibition
70 pictures for 70 years

An attempt was made to ring a peal at
Emmanuel on Sunday 5th June, a
peal is more than 5000 consecutive
changes and usually takes about 3
hours of continuous ringing to complete. It’s a bit like a marathon for ringers, a long time ringing, a long time
concentrating but with a big chunk of
teamwork thrown in. Unfortunately we
were not successful in our efforts, just
before half way one of the ropes came
untucked, but this was gathered in
safely and we decided to press on, after two hours the bells were not in the
correct order so we had to abort the
attempt.
Peals have been rung at Emmanuel
for the Queen throughout her reign,
for the coronation in 1953, and for the
Silver, Golden and Diamond jubilees,
so we will definitely have to have
another attempt to add the Platinum
jubilee to the collection.
Alena Wardle, Tower Captain.

At the Church of the Ascension in
Crownhill, Plymouth, there is an
exhibition ’70 paintings for 70 years’
by children from nearby Manadon Vale
Primary School.
Julie Phillips, the Churchwarden, said
“We are very keen to engage with the
wider community and rebuild relationships which fell by the wayside due to
the pandemic.
“The Jubilee seemed the ideal
opportunity to approach the primary
school who were delighted to provide
70 pieces of art and bunting to
decorate the Church, some of the
children came to the church to make
their display and it is stunning.”
From Exeter Diocese Website
A prayer for our Queen
A payer of thanks
Gracious God, we give you thanks for
the reign of your servant Elizabeth our
Queen, and for the example of loving
and faithful service which she has
shown among us. Help us to follow
her example of dedication and to
commit our lives to you and to
one another, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
From exeter.anglican.org

Over the weekend
Street Parties
Jubilee celebration street parties were
gel across the city and parish. Two
close to Emmanuel were at Whiteford
Road, featuring our wooden trestle
tables on loan from the hall and
Seymour Drive.

Celebrating The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
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Top and bottom:
Tea Break Jubilee Party
Photos by The Editor
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Top and bottom:
Tea Break sig-along, with Ron and Linda Wheeler
Photos by Tim Lyddon
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‘We’ve lost the communication uplink with the shuttle,’ announced Centurion Dean
as she checked her handheld computer pad, shaking it in a vain attempt to get a
better reception. The rest of the platoon took the opportunity to grab a swig of water. The forest was hot, muggy and stifling, their one-piece khaki uniforms clung to
their backs like wet rags.
The dense canopy that covered the sole land mass on the planet of Andronicus,
had prevented them landing the shuttle craft any closer to the observation tower.
They had left the shuttle on the shoreline and begun a three-day trek through the
labyrinth of identical deciduous trees. On route they had set up a series of beacons to maintain contact with the craft and its database, they would also act signposts, to help retrace their way out of the forest.
‘Switch transmission bands,’ said Colonel Sherwood, the commanding centurion of
the landing party.
‘That’s the third one we have...’ the sentence was cut off as Dean jolted as she felt
a coarse-skinned large snake-like creature slither past her leg. She looked down.
Whatever it was had disappeared amongst the thick entanglement of roots.
‘We can link via the tower, we’re almost there.’
The centurion unit had been dispatched to the Aurelius sector by the Space Force
Senate to discover what had become of the Science Team sent to Andronicus. All
contact had been lost within a few weeks of their arrival.
A twig snapped in the fern-packed undergrowth. Another snap. Whatever it was,
was moving closer. Keeping his composure, Colonel Sherwood quickened the
group’s pace. The original Expeditionary Force to explore the planet, two centuries
ago, had not encountered any large mammals or reptiles. That wasn’t to say there
were none. The Expeditionary Force had only been interested in the quality and
quantity of the timber rather than what was living amongst it.
Trudging their away through thick foliage, they emerged in a dense grass-covered
clearing, the sweat-covered, dirt-bedraggled, eight-person landing party dropped
their gear in exhaustion. Centurion Reign was the first to speak, verbalising the
thoughts the others must have been having. ‘What happened here?’ The spiral
spider web like iron work lattice structure should have been a bold tower of red
standing out from the brown trunks, instead it was almost invisible under a mass of
green-wrapped thorn-infested vines. Covered in a decade’s worth of growth in less
than a year since its deployment. Sherwood led the team to the access ladder and
began cutting their way up to the habitat pod.
A shadow moved through the dappled sunlight on the metallic mid-point platform,
there was an elongated shape moving above. Sherwood looked up. Nothing. Then
he saw the branches move like giant Boa constrictors twisting and turning around
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each other. There was the sound of a whip cracking as a branch swung down and
snatched Centurion Reign by the ankle and pulled him up into the canopy. Before
the shocked Colonel could contemplate what orders to issue another tree bore
tentacle grabbed him. The remains of the landing party scattered, descending to
ground level. None of them made it.
High within the roof top of the forest, Colonel Sherwood found himself dumped into a bowl-shaped nest with the rest of his team. They were not alone. He edged
forward to take a closer look at what he thought he had seen. There, imprisoned
in hollowed out cells within the trunk, were the missing Scientists.
‘What happened to you?’ he asked in a whisper in case his captors were near.
‘The same thing that will happen to you,’ said a deep slow voice, that came from
within the trees. ‘You will be judged.’
‘Who are you, where are you?’ Sherwood shouted in the general direction of the
disembodied voice. ‘Here,’ came the reply.
As Colonel Sherwood came to the realisation that it was a tree that was talking,
he could see that its branches were multiple muscle-bulging arms; mud, mould,
and moss formed a beard and what he had taken for knots and holes were eyes
and a mouth. They were sitting in the palm of one of its hands.
‘We are the Protectors,’ it replied in a flat monotone, leaving prolonged pauses
between each word.
‘You are trees!’ exclaimed Dean. Colonel Sherwood gave the junior officer a stare
that reprimanded her for her unprofessional behaviour without saying a word.
‘We were just acorns when you came before, we grew into a world without a forest to protect.’ As the Tree droned on, its grey-brown bark shifted to form an expression of anger. ‘If it had not been for your demand outstripping our supply, you
would not have moved on to exploit new frontiers and our forest would have been
beyond repair. It took a generation of growth to even begin to cultivate a new forest. Now you have returned, we can pass judgment upon you for your crimes
against this world. You are guilty as charged.’
‘Wait! Do we not have the right to a defence?’ Colonel Sherwood protested. ‘Give
us an opportunity to prove we have changed.’ Before the Tree could object the
Colonel had lunched into an impassioned speech ‘We should not be judged by
the misguided behaviour of our forefathers, we should be judged on our behaviour now, on how far we have come. Allow us to re-establish the uplink to our
shuttle and I can show you how much we have changed.’ The tree conferred with
his colleagues, and after, what appeared to be an eternity of mumbling and muttering, they agreed to allow the evidence to be presented.
‘You see, the Scientists were only here to collect samples and cuttings,’ concluded the Colonel ‘if you will let them, we want to repopulate the forests we destroyed, on those other worlds. Will you let us continue?’
The trees thought long and hard, until the sun went down, then proclaimed their
verdict ‘You have progressed, yet you still have a long way to go. Collect your
samples but remember…’ the bark moved to show a disconcerting smile ‘…the
trees will be watching.’
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You have been reading...
At the end of Dad’s Army, Allo’ Allo and Hi-de-Hi, the performance credits
begin with ‘You have been watching’. Well, here are some questions, in no
particular order, the answers of which you have been reading...
1. Who wrote the introduction the Mission Edition feature?
2. Who visited from MAF?
3. Where was the Clergy Conference?
4. Which book does Karl recommend on Revelation?
5. Which Bible verse feature on p7?
6. Who leads the Thursday afternoon homegroup?
7. Which country were Boney M from?
8. Who wrote from Australia?
9. Who do you need to contact about Homegroups?
10. What was ‘Good News for Everyone’ formerly called?
11. What were the tribe of natives singing in the Amazon jungle?
Answers:
Q1: p5

Q2: p15
Q3: p3

Q6: p33
Q7: p2

Q4: p45
Q5:p17

Q8: p47
Q9: p33

Q10: p26
Q11: p41

EMMANUEL SERVICES

CHURCH CONTACTS
EMMANUEL OFFICE

Sunday
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am Our main service
With groups of our children ages 0-14
6.30pm More informal, with a focus on
praise and prayer
Wednesday
10.30am BCP Holy Communion

01752 260317
1 Compton Ave, Mannamead, PL3 5BZ
Open Weekday mornings 9am-12pm. Answerphone.
Please also use this number for Church Hall bookings

ST PAUL’S OFFICE
07707 064138
100 Efford Lane, Efford, PL3 6LT
Open Monday and Tuesday mornings 9am-12pm.
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Rev Preb Karl Freeman

01752 248601

Associate Vicar

Rev Tony Williams

03301 139088

Curate

ST PAUL’S SERVICES

Rev Robin Brown (Emm)
Rev Darryl Cree (St P)
01752 775213
Deacon across the Parish

Sunday
10.00am 1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sunday
Holy Communion
10.00am 2nd Sunday
All Age Worship
Tuesday
10.00am BCP Holy Communion

Rev Bev Cree

01752 775213

Rtd Reader Emmanuel (with permission to
officiate)

Tim Lyddon

01752 772241

Reader at St Paul’s (with permission to
officiate)

Judy Earl

01752 202593

Church Warden (Emmanuel)

Bert Tayler

01752 319287

Church Warden (St Paul’s)

Bev Kelly
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01752 781665

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Hydrogen
Magnesium
Iron
Terbium
Iodine
Nickel
Copper
Ytterbium
Polonium
Europium
Oxygen
Argon
Nobellum
Uranium

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Radium
Nitrogen
Tennessine
Gold
Zinc
Aluminium
Silicon
Californium
Krypton
Xenon
Phosphorus
Potassium
Cesium
Helium

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Fluorine
Bromine
Colbalt
Titanium
Germainium
Chlorine
Neon
Sulfer
Calcium
Tin
Carbon
Lead

Weekly washing of Communion glasses Photo by Ron Wheeler
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