1

Humbled by a toddler. Every day is different with small children. But every morning
for at least a week back in November our certain little man woke up and asked for
a story from his white Bible. As adults our busy lives and our morning routine
distract us from putting God in place at the start of the day, but there we were
reading whichever story took his fancy that particular day, engaging with the Bible
under the instruction of a two-year-old. Would we have picked a Bible up at 7am
without his prompting? Honestly, no.
In fact, there is usually a verbal mention of a Bible character or story each day today, for example, we were discussing Egypt, Joseph and Moses at the dinner
table. On top of that, he often picks up his larger blue Bible downstairs and asks
for a story - a favourite being the story of Samson. Oh, and he has reported back
that there was no Bible at Pre-School. It is humbling.
This is a boy who loves books and stories full stop. From books he can look at on
his own, to stories read by Mummy and Daddy. Furthermore, it’s audio books in
the car - and I’m not talking short stories read by a squeaky voice, I am talking
classics such as Paddington Bear or, he current favourite The Wind in the Willows
(a childhood favourite of daddy’s too!), - the full BBC dramatization no less. He
listens - takes on a bit of information or formulates a question and talks about it.
Stories are so important. We know this chiefly because Jesus used stories, or as
the NIV sub-heads them, parables, to illustrate a message and to help people
understand - the sower, the mustard seed, the Sheep, the Fig Tree, the ten virgins, Hidden treasure, Yeast, Weeks, the fishing net, the Good Samaritan, the
Good Shepherd and the workers in the vineyard are among the 34 parables Jesus
told. To our understanding of language to an illustration by Jesus of a
message, stories are so important. It’s no wonder that the acclaimed Children’s
author Philip Pullman said “after nourishment, shelter and companionship, stories
are the thing we need most in the world.”
Talking of humbling, as I was at the top the page, I was chatting Nick Connett the
other day about Soup Run, the St Paul’s Community Larder and the Christmas
Hamper project. Hearing some of the stories from that work really puts a
perspective on things. There really has been a mission taking place at St Paul’s.
It’s a mission we can all help with in one way or another; it’s a mission having a
really impact - for the price of a packet of pasta or a tin of soup, you can put a
meal on the table for someone in need - again, a message relayed by a story! To
find out more see p38 and p39 or give Nick and Jo Connett a call. The warmth of
your heart can take some winter chill off someone else’s
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Three Wise Men!
“The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.”
John 1:5
When sometimes I feel forlorn about how much we might be failing to do our best
with the Gospel treasure we have been given to share, it’s the little ‘Godincidences’ that pick me up and make me realise again Christ’s grace at work within us all.
Some time ago we were challenged as a church
to read Mark’s Gospel with a friend who we
would love to see come to faith. I walked out of
church the other day having spent one and a
half hours trying in vain to get some snow generators working for the Christmas Eve. I was
pretty miffed as I left the building, only to find
these three jokers sitting in the darkness with
their notebooks, feasting on the Living Bread
and their fellowship with one another. What an
encouragement!

They started with Mark’s Gospel but have just
kept going with their exploration of the Living
Word.
“…to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God (John1 :12). What could be a simpler truth to celebrate than
that this Christmas?! Let’s keep it simple, shall we? And just celebrate God’s Son,
our Saviour, come into the world ‘that we might have life and have it to the full’.
John 10:10

Let’s give our Mission Action plan mantra every fresh initiative we can to make
sure that’s our hallmark in 2022: To be ‘A Church, Founded on The Living Word,
Proclaiming Christ
Every blessing in Christ, Rev Karl

Rector’s Report
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“Books are no more threatened by
Kindle than stairs by elevators”

Stephen Fry

“It is what you read when you don't
have to that determines what you
will be when you can't help it.”

Oscar Wilde
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Welcome to the sixth Life & Times Winter Literature Festival - a
celebration of reading, a celebration of books and stories, a
festival where muddy fields have been exchanged for a comfortable armchair and a festival where the hot sun makes way
for passing the cold winter months in front of the fire.
So whether you like the classics such as Dickens or Christie,
historical fiction from the likes of C J Sansom or Edward Marston or non-fiction or autobiographical accounts, whether it’s
Roald Dahl’s un-datable novels for children or the colourful
books of Julia Donaldson, after nourishment, shelter and companionship, stories are the thing we need most in the
world.” (Philip Pullman, 2013).
The cold winter months bring us a longing to cosy up in our
armchairs, wrapped up on a sofa, perhaps listening to a fire or at least surrounded by central heating. We are often too
quick to turn on the square box in the corner to seek out solace
in the lives of those who live in the television, but there is so
much to read, so many stories, so many adventures, tales and
pages to get absorbed in that we should hasten a page turn
than a remote control.
This year, we start with a look at the book of Ruth. This a story
about ordinary people facing ordinary issues; a prequel, if I
may, to the stories of King David and ultimately Jesus.

Ruth
Amazon’s description of David Atkinson’s Bible Speak Today
commentary reads “a tale of charm and delight. Goethe called
it the 'loveliest complete work on a small scale, handed down
to us as an ethical treasure and an idyll'. Another writes, 'No
poet in the world has written a more beautiful short story.'
The books tells us about very ordinary people facing very ordinary events. We meet Naomi, who underwent hardship in famine and bereavement but eventually won peace and security.

Winter Literature Festival
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We meet Ruth, a young foreign woman from Moab who attached herself to her mother-in-law, Naomi and to Naomi's
God. And we meet Boaz, who by marrying Ruth fitted into
God's purposes for history. Both King David and Jesus are
numbered among their descendants.
A copy of David Atkinson’s book can be found on in the Bible
Speaks Today shelves at Emmanuel, by the tower door.
In his book ‘Sermons on Ruth’ the acclaimed ’Prince of
Preachers’, Charles Spurgeon, explored Ruth’s faithfulness
and Boaz obedience to the law. He explored the Nature and
Design of the Devine, the relationship between Ruth and God,
the reward Ruth receives for faithfulness, a chapter titled
‘Mealtime in the Cornfield’, and gleaning (both spiritually and
physically).
Why not explore the book of Ruth with friends. Kerry van der
Vinnie 2021 publication The Book of Ruth: A 6-Part Bible Study
on Knowing True Love explores the themes of Ruth in six
sessions:
 Part 1: Our World vs. Ruth’s World
 Part 2: A Loyal Resolution (Ruth 1)
 Part 3: A Loving Response (Ruth 2)
 Part 4: A Bold Request (Ruth 3)
 Part 5: A Joyful Reward (Ruth 4)
 Part 6: Godly Love, Then & Now
...talking of Bible Study. Why not find out more about...
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Time for Everything
By Matt Fuller
Do you have enough time? Most of us feel pulled in too many
directions, never managing to do enough. Matt Fuller liberates
us from the drive to do everything; points us to the source of
true rest; and helps us assess how we can be productive without being crushed. If you have ever felt the tyranny of a toolong to-do list, or the terror of a too-empty one, spend some
precious time reading this book!
Matt Fuller is the Senior Pastor at Christ Church Mayfair,
where he has served since it was planted in 2001. He oversees the city centre ministry to families, students and workers.
In God’s kindness they have been able to plant numerous other churches into diverse settings. He lives in central London
with his family.
Text credit: courtesy of Amazon.co.uk

It’s OK to be Not OK
By Federico Villanueva
The songs of lament in the Psalms paint a very different picture
of understanding life and how human beings express themselves to God. Dr Rico Villanueva uses these Scriptures to
teach us that in the presence of God, there is room to be “notOK” and that our negative experiences don’t have to be ignored. This book challenges us to confront our struggles and
questions instead of denying them. Most importantly, the author invites us to bring all of ourselves into the presence of God
and the community of faith. For it is through our experiences
and sharing them with God and his church that we grow in intimacy with God and our relationships with one another.
Federico Villanueva writes about one of the most difficult tasks
any pastor has in the face of tragedy. It is often not possible
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during such times to rationally or theologically explain why
such events occur. This book is not about giving an answer as
to why bad things happen. Instead, it is about dealing with the
anguish, the pain, the anger, the questions, and the fears with
which such events overwhelm us.

The Reluctant Evangelist
By Richard Corkin
Jonah is famous for being a reluctant evangelist. But God had
other plans! If we're honest, we are also often very reluctant
when it comes to telling others about Jesus. We can learn from
God's dealings with Jonah about how to be effective for the
Lord, whom we love and want to serve. We can move from
can't and don't to can and do. Like Jonah we need learn to
trust his awesome power (chapter 1), experience his sovereign
grace (chapter 2), fear his coming judgment (chapter 3) and
share his gut-wrenching compassion (chapter 4). All this is perfectly revealed in Jesus, the divine Evangelist, and as we look
to him and as the Holy Spirit fills our hearts with his evangelistic compassion, our hearts will sing with the melodic line of Jonah, “Salvation comes from the LORD” (Jonah 2 v 11) and our
lives will erupt with the evangelistic enterprise that our cities so
desperately need.
Text credit: courtesy of Amazon.co.uk

Julia Beresford Recommends
Be Still - a simple guide to quiet times
By Brian Heasley
He one of the 24-7 prayer team and the forward is by Pete
Greig. The book is easy to read and offers both practical and
imaginative ways to develop our quiet times.
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God inspired the Bible for a reason. He wants you to read it
and let it change your life. If you are willing to take this challenge seriously, then you will love Phil Moore's devotional
commentaries. Their bite-sized chapters are punchy and relevant, yet crammed with fascinating scholarship too. Welcome
to a new way of reading the Bible with fresh eyes. Welcome to
the Straight to the Heart series. The paragraph under each
book title are Phil’s own words taken from his website.

1 and 2 Kings
These books were written at a moment of great crisis and confusion for the Jewish nation. They were written to reveal to
them the story behind the story. The great disaster that has befallen God’s people has come from God’s own hand. So will
restoration – both for them and for the Church today – if God’s
people respond to the message of 1&2 Kings.

Isaiah
If the book of Isaiah doesn't make your head hurt then you are
not reading it properly. It was designed to stretch your mind and
blow your senses with the greatness of God. Isaiah's vision of
God changed everything for him and it will do the same for us.
It shows us that God is far bigger than we thought.

Jeremiah and Ezekiel
Jeremiah and Ezekiel are among the most neglected treasures
of the Bible. They knew that what they said would be unpopular
- both then and now - but they also knew that it was God's
Word and the only remedy for the problems that were facing
the people of God. As a result, Christians today can still discover what God says to a Church in trouble. The truth isn't always
popular, but Jeremiah and Ezekiel show us that it's glorious.

Text credit: https://philmoorebooks.com/books
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Luke
Luke is excited. As the only non-Jewish writer in the New Testament, he can hardly believe that God became a human, not
just for Jewish boys like Peter and Paul, but for Gentiles just
like him. His excitement about the Gospel is contagious, as he
tells us, wide-eyed: All of this happened for you too.

Acts
In 30AD, Jesus of Nazareth looked to have been an utter failure. If you don’t understand that, then you will miss the message of the book of Acts. It is a record of survival through adversity, triumph against all odds, and victory snatched from the
jaws of defeat. It is the story of a group of ordinary people who
turned the tide of history through the power of their extraordinary God.

Galatians to Colossians
The apostle Paul wasn’t a superhero. He just had God on the
inside. In these letters to the churches which he planted, he
tells us the secrets of his fruitful ministry. He shows us that the
Gospel means that we can have God on the inside too. He
doesn’t tell us to admire his fruitfulness. He tells us how we
can become like him.

Hebrews and James
They retell the story of the Old Testament through New Testament eyes, helping us to understand the message of the Bible
as a whole. The message of these two letters is not easy,
which is why this commentary is so helpful. It will make you
want to worship.

Text credit: https://philmoorebooks.com/books
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Exodus 1-8: Out of Darkness
By Andrew Reid
An oppressed people, a reluctant hero, a cruel and all-powerful
dictator. As the book of Exodus opens, we wonder how God is
going to keep his ancient promises to his chosen people. But in
his majestic power, God proves himself to be more than a
match for Egypt's arrogant king. As God rescues his wayward
people, and gathers them to himself at Mt Sinai, we see a stunning picture of God's grace and faithfulness and power and
truth. Despite the obstacles, despite the seeming hopelessness
of the situation, despite even the sinfulness of those needing
rescue, God brings his people out of darkness and into his
wonderful light

Also available: Exodus 9-40: The Shadow of Glory

Ruth: Famine and Fortune
By Barry Webb & David Hoene
Poverty, disease, famine and warfare. A refugee family is destroyed by their ravages and two widows remain with no money
and fewer prospects. Hardly the ideal setting for a story of love
and romance.
The book of Ruth sits strangely in the Old Testament, between
histories of the great dealings of leaders and nations, we are
given an insight into how the God of Israel deals with individuals to bring about his plans for the future.
Famine and Fortune takes us to the heart of this beautiful and
sometimes strange story - explaining some of the background
and customs referred to. In four sharp studies, it unpacks the
relevance of this short book to the Bible as a whole, and for us
today

The Interactive Bible Series : These titles and many other
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Zechariah: On that Day
By Tim McMahon
Zechariah, with its opulent and sometimes terrifying imagery of
the coming 'day of the Lord', is a hard and challenging prophecy to read. Yet it will repay study richly, when seen in its context
not only in the Old Testament, but as a promise of the Lord Jesus. Jesus quotes Zechariah as he approaches his own crucifixion in Jerusalem: so to understand Zechariah is to understand the mission of the Lord Jesus in all its glory.

Also available: Ephesians: Walk this Way

Colossians: The Complete Christian
By Phillip Jensen & Tony Payne
What is the normal Christian Life? What should Christians expect to experience? Is it simply a case of 'trust and obey' or is
that too simplistic? What does it mean to be fully and genuinely
a Christian?
Like almost every age before it, the latter half of the twentieth
century has been marked by controversy over these questions
and a resulting confusion among Christians about whether they
are the 'genuine article'.
The Apostle Paul's short letter to the Colossians offers simple
but marvellous answers to these questions. For the new Christians who want to be sure that they're on the right track, or for
longer-serving Christians who are dazzled by the range of alternatives on offer, The Complete Christian sheds bright light
on God's Word

Text and picture credits to thegoodbook.co.uk

OT and NT titles are available at thegoodbook.co.uk
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Every picture tells a story
Think of stories and we instantly think of books and words. But
stories are told through many mediums, and among the oldest
ways of story- telling are pictures.
Every year we remember the greatest story, through pictures
similar to the scene shown below. In addition to the scene’s
narrative, we remember the angel appearing to the shepherds
and the journey of the Magi and their avoidance of Herod and
of course, how this was the very beginning of the >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> greatest true story ever told. From the humble beginnings to the majestic ministry of the Messiah and ultimately
God’s master plan.
We will see shortly how a drawing recounts a story, but first,
this picture (courtesy of John Morton, via Facebook). It could
easily be a picture of wartime - perhaps it is the black and
white exposure which points to that - but the story behind this
photo is not one of devastation, rather one of construction and
building. Post War, 1945, at the St Paul’s end of the parish.
Dumper trucks 2, 4 and 6 are busy constructing roads in
Efford. The story of rebirth from the ashes of war.
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Sketch show!
This sketch by Ron
Wheeler does not just
tell its own story but
takes us back over
150 years.
Last year Emmanuel
celebrated 151 years
of ministry (we all
know why it was the
unusual 151 instead of
the more standard
150!) with a series of
talks and events. Here
Ron - the medium of
pencil! - records the
story of one of those
talks - from those who
came to listen to the
man who pieced it all
together, Tim Lyddon,
all under the grandeur
of the East arch.
This picture is the story of the facts and stories Tim recounted.
This is a reminder of
those who went before
us, who made the ministry possible, and
those whose legacy
lives on.

Winter Literature Festival
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Your turn!
Choose a picture, write a story!
Or just a paragraph to explain
what is going on.

https:/
engine

Two more pictures in the next
page!
You can find the credit and
notes about the real story on
p63

https
camb
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The two pictures here are
of
paintings
by
the
French artist Louis- Claude
Mallebranche (1790-1838).
Mallebranche’s
artistic
talent began to show aged
12, using chalk on the
Paris pavement outside his
parents wig-makers shop.
He is famed now as
landscape
artist,
and
during his life painted
many winter scenes, such
as the two below.
Can
you
write
a
narrative
for
his
paintings?
Picture credits can be
found on p63

luable.c

chedemhg/
ction-

e-louis
.html
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Sally Eales Recommends
For those who enjoy walking and being out in nature here are a
couple of recommendations which I have enjoyed this year…..

The Way Under our Feet – A Spirituality of
Walking
By Graham B. Usher (Bishop of Norwich)
This book explores different aspects of walking, based on the
author’s experiences along with insights into how walking is
good for heart, soul and body.

Soulful Nature – A Spiritual Field Guide
By Brian Draper and Howard Green
This is a lovely book written in two voices (Howard Green botanist and Brian Draper outdoor retreat leader and spiritual writer) and spans the course of a year – a walk a month as they
wander through the seasons, often following ancient paths and
linking with poets and writers. Mainly based in the Hampshire/
Wiltshire area each walk includes wonderful natural history information and spiritual insights. I’ve read a walk a month and
so enjoyed each one - highly recommended!

Winter Literature Festival
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Becky Bale Recommends
Strangers like Angels
By Alec and Jan Foreman
“Strangers like Angels” is a colourful account of the travels of
some friends of ours, in their trusty Land-Rover, back in the
seventies. It was during this trip that they came to faith and
they ended up serving with MAF in Mali for many years.
It is a vivid account, based on their meticulously kept diaries
and letters sent to family members during their trip, giving the
reader a real taste of what it was like to undertake such a journey pre-internet!
Why not read the blurb Ed! >>>>>>>

Janet Asman Recommends
The Shack
By William Paul Young
I found this book deeply moving. It is a tough read and very
emotional but it throws our image of The Trinity into a very different light. It did leave me with lots of questions though!

Rev Tony Williams Recommends
Mere Evangelism
By Randy Newman
Have you ever been charmed by the tales of Narnia, or The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe? CS Lewis, who wrote them,
was a master communicator about the Christian faith, with a
gift for making it understandable for everyone. As you read this
book, you will enjoy how CS Lewis put over the Christian message and be inspired yourself, to share it well with those you
know.

Winter Literature Festival
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Pippa Brown Recommends
Lineage of Grace
By Francine Rivers
When asked to do a book review I was in no doubt that it had
to be one written by Francine Rivers, but the problem was
which one!
Francine has the ability to draw on fact from the Bible and
create masterpieces in mixing fact with fiction. In this particular
book she has created 5 novellas on the women in the lineage
of Christ, women who faced many of the issues we face in our
world today. They did the unexpected, they lived daring lives,
and like us they sometimes made big mistakes. Francine encourages us at the start of each story, to read the account in
scripture first, and at the conclusion to each one, she challenges us with questions designed to ‘seek and find’, to help us
understand more about the characters and how that
knowledge might help us in our walk with God today. So who
are the 5 Francine has chosen for this book and why?
Tamar is a woman of hope; Rahab a woman of faith; Ruth a
woman of love; Bathsheba a woman who received unlimited
grace and finally Mary, the mother of our Lord, a woman of incredible obedience.
For me it was an emotional journey that I have already read a
couple of times and have no doubt I will read it many more.
The addition of action, dialogue and internal motivations to the
truth laid down in the Holy Bible have, in my view, enhanced
the story and helped me to understand more the roles these 5
special women of God play.
ENJOY!
Other titles by Francine Rivers are available, including Sons of
Encouragement and Redeeming Love, both pictured, left. Ed!
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The Rev Robin Brown Recommends
You’ll get through this
By Max Lucado
This book was first recommended to us by a friend who is
deeply grieving. I warmly commend it to you. Unfolding episodes from the life of Joseph in the book of Genesis, Max Lucado addresses the tension between our sure and certain hope
in Jesus and the struggles of life that we all face this side of
heaven. He delivers nourishing biblical truth, presenting the
faithfulness of God to those in need of comfort or encouragement. Sub-titled ‘Hope and Help for your turbulent times’, the
book contains chapters such as ‘Wait while God works’ and ‘Is
God good when life isn’t?’ Inspired by Joseph’s extraordinary
faith-filled reflection in Genesis 50:20, the essence of the book
is ‘what the Enemy intends for evil, God, the Master Weaver
and Master Builder, redeems for good’. It may not be painless
or quick, so we should not be naïve, but neither need we despair, because with God’s help, ‘we’ll get through this’. When
you finish a chapter, you may want to read it again. God is always in the business of redeeming the broken. Amen!

Christian resources and books
can be found at
www.thegoodbook.co.uk
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>>>>>>> IN FOCUS: The Pilgrim’s Progress
By John Bunyan
This famous story of man's progress through life in search of
salvation remains one of the most entertaining allegories of
faith ever written. Set against realistic backdrops of town and
country, the powerful drama of the pilgrim's trials and temptations follows him in his harrowing journey to the Celestial City.
Along a road filled with monsters and spiritual terrors, An enormously influential 17th-century classic, universally known for its
simplicity, vigor, and beauty of language, The Pilgrim's Progress remains one of the most widely read books in the English language
Credit: goodreads.com/book/show/29797.The_Pilgrim_s_Progress

>>>>>>> Jack Rickard says
I have read this book a few times and as Coleridge said, read it
often and each time you read it you find a new and different
pleasure. I found this book a small version of the Bible, a good
read for every Christian.

>>>>>>> Ann Taylor says
Before you yawn and think oh no that will be heavy going, this
is the updated version of John Bunyan’s classic novel written in
up-to-date English. For those of you who aren't familiar with the
book, the story starts with Christian and his incredible journey
from the City of Destruction to the Celestial City. On the way he
experiences, joy, struggle, temptation and danger as a result of
his encounters with such characters as Pliable, Talkative, Giant
Despair, Worldly-Wiseman, Evangelist, Apollyon, Faithful,
Hopeful and Ignorance. I’ve read this book three times and
each time I have discovered something new. The story is highly

>>>>>>> IN FOCUS: The Pilgrim’s Progress
8

CHRISTIAN FAITH

relatable to our own personal faith journeys in many aspects.

>>>>>>> Sally Fletcher says
For me the thought of The Pilgrim’s Progress brought back
memories of trying to translate Chaucer for my ‘A’ levels – but
by recommendation is actually the children’s version; in particular a version by Geraldine McCaughrean which won the Blue
Peter Book of the Year award in the year 2000.
Although I had heard of The Pilgrim’s Progress, I was never
tempted to read it due to ye olde language barrier. However, I
saw this Children’s version on a Christian book website and
decided to give it a go. I was completely blown away. I was
amazed to see how a book written more than 400 years ago
could be so relevant to today and the society in which we live.
Through the characters of Christian, Faithful and Hopeful and
their adventures on the way to the Celestial City, we see the
distractions, pitfalls and doubts that can plague all of us as we
follow the Way. However, this book is of great encouragement
and hope and would be a valuable read to all those, of whatever age, going through tough times.
I have since progressed on to an adult version – still in modern
English, retold by Alan Vermilye and published by Brown Chair
Books. It comes with a study guide and a glossary of the allegories Bunyan uses which is really helpful.
Whether it’s the children’s version, a modern day version or if
you’re feeling really brave, the original, ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’
still has a much to say 400 years after it was written.

>>> The Pilgrim’s Progress: Literary connections
Rachel Joyce's Booker-longlisted novel 2012 novel, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry, was a modern reworking of Pil-

>>>>>>> IN FOCUS: The Pilgrim’s Progress
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Sue Castle Recommends
God’s Smuggler
By Brother Andrew with John and Elizabeth Sherrill
Many years ago I was recommended a book about a Dutchman who, during what was termed the Cold War, smuggled Bibles over the borders into countries behind the Iron Curtain in
Communist Eastern Europe at great risk to himself and some of
those he made contact with.
After the Second World War and the rise of Communism, Christians living behind the Iron Curtain were persecuted for their
faith and felt forgotten and alone. When Brother Andrew started
visiting countries in this area he gradually became aware of the
shortage of Bibles and the difficulty in obtaining them in
their own native languages. This was the start of his mission to
get a supply of Bibles to these brothers and sisters in Christ
who were hungry for the Word of God. He had no money but
he had a strong conviction that this was what God was calling
him to do, His heart was touched when he was told by one of
the brothers on one of his trips that just being there with them
made them feel they were not alone and more united with
Christians in Holland and further afield. In the years to follow in
this true story it is awesome to read how God made it possible
for so many thousands of Bibles to be smuggled into these
countries despite all the police checks, border patrols and informers actively trying to stop this all happening. I think the bit I
loved best was when they were stopped by police and Brother Andrew prayed that wonderful prayer about Jesus opening
the eyes of the blind and could He not also close the eyes of
the police so they couldn't see the Bibles stored in the car. I
was so amazed at his boldness and strength of nerve and his
faith; and delighted when they didn't see the Bibles and let
them go on their way.
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Reading this amazing account I was so impressed with Brother
Andrew; his faith and trust in God and his perseverance when
faced with so many challenges. I saw how God honours those
who trust Him and how prayer and the generosity of Christians
from many countries contributed to this work. Altogether, I
learned a great deal from Brother Andrew's account of his life
and his work: just the logistics in achieving all he and those
who worked with him accomplished is truly awesome and the
total trust for all their needs that he and his wife always had is
a lesson to us all because God did supply all of their needs.

Alison Tute Recommends
Everyday God
By Paula Gooder
I've read Paula’s books on Advent, Lent and Easter, but this
one is for the 33 weeks of 'Ordinary Time' in the Church's calendar.
Paula says, "Ordinary is dull, unsatisfactory and to be avoided
at all costs...." but "...we live the vast majority of our time in
ordinariness."
This book helps us remember to look for God in the ordinary. I
love the way Paula starts her book with The Bright Field, a poem by RS Thomas; this line stands out to me, "Life is not hurrying on to a receding future, nor hankering after an imagined
past. It is the turning aside like Moses..."
In the 33 short reflections on various Bible passages, Paula
reminds us to look for 'glimpses of God' in everyday life and to
find the extraordinary in the most everyday things. I'd heartily
recommend it!
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Can anything good come out of Callington on a
cold winter’s day?
Gillian Garlick passes the time!
“Can anything good come out of Galilee?”

Can anything good come out of Callington on a cold winter
day?
I found myself with half an hour to kill whilst my husband was in
the optician’s before my own appointment. I told the receptionist I’d take a look round the shops. “See you in 5 minutes,” was
her reply!
Well, I never got past the shop next door. The window was attractively dressed with gifts and goodies from Tradecraft©.
What a delight I found. For such a little shop there was a huge
selection of gifts, clothes, Christmas bits and cards. Then to the
back a small selection of Christian books. I wasn’t on the lookout for one but picked up and ‘attractive’ cover. Who else does
that – judging a book by its cover, whoops, initially anyway?

Could this be God?
Bumping into God in the everyday
By Brian Harris
£8.99
A paperback of 205 pages but containing 88 separate, standalone ‘chapters’ of 1 – 3 pages only. I’ve so far only read a
handful of the little thought-provoking nuggets. A great little
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book, to keep by the bedside or the toilet, as I know some are
wont to do!
So can I recommend not just this book but if you find yourself
in Callington or wish to take a short detour from visiting Cotehele then go and visit Cornerstone Fairtrade situated on the
High Street opposite Lloyds Bank where such variety and a
warm welcome awaits you from the informative lady that runs
the shop.
I’ve just discovered they have a Facebook page so you can do
a virtual window shop from the comfort of your armchair too!
Feel the passion. Sense the truth. Hear the promise.

Derek Tidball says
‘I couldn’t stop smiling as I read this wonderful book. Don’t
mistake its light touch, practical stance and humorous style for
shallowness. It conveys great spiritual wisdom.’
Derek Tidball, Formerly Principal of London Bible College,
currently Visiting Scholar at Spurgeon’s College, London

John Grimes recommends…..
utmost.org
The online companion to a classic book which helps encourage you on your faith
journey.

ucb.co.uk/word-for-today
With daily readings based on Scripture, articles, and things to pray about, the UCB
Word For Today is designed to help you get into the habit of spending time with
God every day

Winter Literature Festival
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SHORT STORY

A short story: The Time Projector By Owen Kowalski
Excuse me,’ said the orange cactus-skinned alien as she intentionally bumped in the human male inspecting the smorgasbord
that had been laid on. ‘Mr Baker I presume.’
‘Do I know you?’ said the man in the grey flannel suit as his
food wriggled off his plate.
‘My name is Avril,’ she held out a hand, as was the human custom, forgetting that for humans shaking her hand would be like
grabbing a bunch of stinging nettles ‘Apparently you have….’
Avril looked around the room before leaning in close ‘….You
have a device that, shall we say, evens the odds.’
‘Hush…’ said Mr Baker putting a grubby figure to his lips as he
chomped ‘…Yes I do, but we must all play fair.’
Once every quarter of a century inhabitants of the planet Delphi
allowed delegates from other worlds across the sector to enter
their Time Projector lottery. The winner would then have the
opportunity to use the time travel to glimpse a future event.
‘I must have your device,’ pleaded Avril as she followed Mr
Baker along the buffet. She went on to explain how her father
had won the last lottery draw, however, he had not sought to
seek a benefit from it, all he had asked to see was his daughter’s future. There he had witnessed Avril being condemned for
her actions on Delphi. ‘I must see that future so I can take advantage of the knowledge and prosper by not doing it.’
Mr Baker appeared to give her request deep consideration, as
he chewed, then he replied, ‘The answer is still no. You cannot
cheat time.’
That night Avril returned to quarters and contemplated her next
move. Returning to reception she located where Mr Baker was
stay and headed to his room. Using her hand scanner, she determined he was out, ‘Probably still partying at the shindig,’ she
mused as she picked the lock. Using her camouflage skills, she
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sneaked in and rummaged for the device. It was surprisingly easy to locate. She
made a swift exit. The next day the lottery ceremony got underway. Each delegate
had brought a traditional band from their home planet, the music, singing and
chanting kept time with beat of the drum circulating the numbered balls. In the centre of the hall stood a giant green cone-shaped porthole, the time projector, it flickered and danced like a flame of a candle. A voice boomed out,
‘You have all come to this city of the singing flame to see the future.’ The balls rumbled. ‘But there can be only one.’
Avril switched on the device she had stolen. Each ball was a microgram difference
in weight, due to the paint used to apply the numbers. By programming in her number, Avril used the device like a magnet to guide her ball to drop out. A silence fell
across the room. The ball fell and rolled to stop. As the compere picked pick up the
winning number Avril stepped forward and gave her request.
‘I wish to see my future crime, so I can avoid it.’
The controls on the time projector where adjusted and the flame stopped flickering.
Avril stepped forward, as she did so she saw Mr Baker rush up to the compere and
talk rapidly into one of his pointy ears. Avril took advantage of the distraction and
skipped through the porthole.
Green and blue lights rose and pulsed around her as Avril watched the horizon shift
and morph as the future formed in front of her, seconds later she stepped out. She
was back on Delphi it appeared to be only moments after she had left. ‘This is the
future?’
A large bare-chested albino figure stepped forward, ‘No, this is now.’ the loud
operatic voice was familiar. It was the compere.
‘I don’t understand?’
‘You wished to see what you would be condemned on Delphi for?’
‘Yes’
‘But there was nothing to see, no advantage to be gained.’
‘I don’t understand. I don’t understand?’ Avril repeated growing more confused
with each word.
‘You had already gained your advantage by cheating and cheats should never
prosper.’

A short story from our regular short story writer
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“A house without books is like a
room without windows”

Horace Mann

“A room without books is like a body
without a soul”

Marcus Tullius Cicero
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Top: Tim, Bishop Gideon and Provest Joseph on Plymouth Hoe
Bottom: Emmanuel Ladies take part in the St Lukes Midnight Walk
Photos by Tim Lyddon (Top) and from the occasion (bottom)
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Photographs from our Remembrance Sunday Service

4

On behalf of the local Scouts and Guides I would like thank you for including us
in this morning`s service. Like for many, it is a very important event in our
calendar and appreciate everyone`s efforts into making this time of
Remembrance meaningful for the young people. For those that may have missed
it I have including in this post two images of “Tommy”; a project completed by the
(19th Plymouth) Scouts at Emmanuel as part of our Remembrance themed
evening.
Photos by Pete Hosking
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St Paul’s Community has been one of the big community success stories for Efford, Lipson and Laira over the last two years.
It is with thankfulness and praise we look back at those St Paul’s have reached
and supported. The generosity and compassion shown in support of the project
has been immense.
In our next edition, as part of our Mission of the Month feature, we will update you
all on this project, the facts, figures and plans, nearly two years on. If you would
like to contribute to the Community Larder, there is a list of items on the opposite
page to choose from. You can contact Nick and Jo Connett for more information.
It is not just the Community Larder though. St Paul’s is heavily involved in the
Plymouth Soup Run and have also delivered over 500 emergency food parcels to
their surrounding community. On top of all that, there has been the Christmas Hamper Project…...

The book of James tells us to show our faith in or deeds not just in out spoken
word and private prayer. The Community Larder and Soup Run are both testament
to this. And with Christmas, a time of love and giving, a further opportunity to express Christian love, our service in what we do and openly show the gift of giving
came about in the form of the Christmas Hamper Project.
At the end of 2020, sixty hampers are compiled and given out. This year, through
contacts known to the church and referrals from Lipson Vale, Highview and Laira
Green Primary Schools, the Christmas Hamper Project delivered the blessing of 16
item Christmas Food hamper to 71 families in the local area. Among the items included as a Turkey Crown, Christmas Pudding, Crackers, stuffing and mince pies.
St Paul’s would like to thank every individual or church family who so
generously give towards this project. They would also like to thank the staff of Mercury Construction in Estover for their generous contributions and to Farm Foods in
Crownhill for sourcing 71 Turkey Crowns!
On behalf of every member of both congregations, and the clergy and staff teams,
a huge thank you to everyone who has made this possible and given time to coordinate (especially Nick and Jo) and to all those who packed, sorted and delivered
both hampers and Christian love through the Christmas period. Ed!
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Here is a list of items to pick from if you would like to
donate something to the St Paul’s Community Larder.

PACKET GOODS
Rice
Pasta
Spaghetti
Noodles
Biscuits

TINNED GOODS

BOXED GOODS
Tea Bags
Crackers for cheese

JARS OF...
Jam
Marmalade
Curry Sauce
Tomato Sauce

BOTTLES ITEMS
Squash
Ribena
Ketchup

Tomato Soup
Chicken Soup
Mushroom Soup
Chopped Tomatoes
Baked Beans
Spaghetti Hoops
Frankfurters
Chilli Con Carne
Irish Stew
Curry
Chicken in White Wine Sauce
Tuna
Pineapple
Pears
Peas

OTHER ITEMS
Bar of chocolate
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Plans are afoot for the Mission Support for 2022. In
turn this will provide the articles for this section of
LIFE & TIMES. Over the next twelve months we will be
supporting the usual mix of local and national Christian
Mission. These will include:
On the local front

St Paul’s Community Larder (as previously mentioned)

Soup Run

Shekinah

Street Pastors
On the national front

Christian Institute

Mercy Ships

Fairtrade Fortnight

Sahodar

The Naval and Military Bible Society

Christian Aid
For look out for Coffee Mornings, Cake
Sales (including the ‘Dial-a-cake service familiar over the last year), the red bucket,
lunches and other options.
For more information, please speak to
Linda Wheeler or Dominie Burns in person
or over the phone.
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1962 , and the fulfilment of my aim to reach the Nadeb tribe on the River Japurá!
This had been my aim since my call to mission at Keswick in 1957. But it wasn’t
straightforward.
Two gifts set me on my way. £10 from my ex-Sunday school teacher allowed me
to buy a large canoe with a leaf roof, and £5.05 from the Sunday school children
purchased a 16 bore shotgun, to provide food on the journey. I also got an outboard motor cheap because no one else would buy it! Most people thought it
was a joke. Most outboards have a shaft straight down with gears to direct the
power at right angles, but mine went straight back at about 15˚ to the water with
direct drive. A mocking crowd gathered when I took it for the first trial run, but I
got the last laugh bringing about a revolution on the Amazon. It was so efficient
and so suitable for a river with many uncharted and moving sandbanks that when
I returned in 2005 almost every outboard was of this type.
The Lord knows His plans, and after various false starts I was told of a lone

net.

Tales for the Mission Field
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Christian living in a small settlement on the Japurá who had a son called Nilo who
might act as a guide for me. I had no way of contacting him though. I would have
to set off alone and hope to find him and that he would be willing to come! When
a trader’s boat called in to Tefé on the way from Manaus to the lower Japurá I
went to visit it, and then got talking to a group of lads who were passengers. They
had taken their brother to Manaus to get treatment for leprosy and get blood tests
themselves. It turned out that they lived near the settlement where I had heard Nilo lived, so I said “Do you know Nilo?” One of them laughed and said “I think I do,
that’s my name!”
A week or so later I set off with instructions how to find Nilo’s house. I stopped at
various places to hold services, and one place where I hoped to spend the night
was Boca do Prego. I had never been there before, but had an invitation. When I
arrived I was completely rejected, but fortunately it was only about half an hour
from the home of Sr. Farias, where I had stayed for a month and I was able to
spend the night there. The next morning I had to pass Boca do Prego again and
was called in. Sr. Joaquim apologised for the behaviour of his relatives and said
that a Catholic priest had come past and told them that it was a mortal sin to attend a protestant service. He didn’t care, would I come and tell him about the
Gospel? Of course I said yes, and spent a couple of hours explaining the basics
of the Gospel there, although very few others attended. Jumping forward a month
or more as I came back past Boca do Prego I saw Joaquim again. He had recognised the sound of my motor, and was standing on the river bank in a bright red
football shirt waving frantically. As I pulled in he ran down the bank, leapt onto my
boat, threw his arms round me and, weeping, repeated time and again, “You have
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come back!!!” He soon accepted the Lord as his Saviour and although illiterate,
persuaded his wife to read the Bible to him, although she was adamant she
would never become a “believer”. A year later she did!
Joaquim told me of a short cut to Nilo’s house up a very narrow side stream,
which saved me a couple of hours. Nilo had not mentioned this route, as without
Joaquim pointing out exactly where it left the main stream I would never have
found it! It was a good job
I took that route as unexpectedly I met Nilo on the
way and was able to take
him back to his home. It
was great meeting his
family, and the next day
being Easter Sunday I
stayed all day visiting various homes and holding a
service. It was a big stepping stone for me as it was
the first time I preached
extemporary in Portuguese, up until then I had
relied on a few sermons I
had written out in detail!
The next day the adventure really began as Nilo
and I set out to find the
tribe.

Tales for the Mission Field
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Top: Emmanuel Church Hall back garden covered in snow.
Bottom: Emmanuel Church grounds covered in snow.
Photos by The Editor
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Autumn 2021 has been a busy time at Emmanuel, all sorts of things have been
going on: from the relaunching if Homegroups to the developing our Kidz Church
events; from the ongoing ministries of Regal Cinema and Tea Break to celebrations of Harvest and Advent. However, there also been a lot going on around the
buildings.
In Photo 1 we see the repainting and
decorating of the Oval Room. Our
thanks to Fred Hill for his work on this
project - I am yet to ask Fred why he
needed three ladders though!
The West End stained glass window,
our war memorial window had been
cleaned from top to bottom, as seen in
photo 2. This was a job for a contractor
but we took advantage of the scaffolding
being up for that job that we painted the
surrounding walls. Also see Pews News.
A few editions ago we looked at the
problem with the boundary wall on the
Compton Avenue side of the hall - the
‘ridge over troubled mortar’ if you remember. Photos 3 and 4 show the work
in progress to make this area safe with a
repair job.
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A recent survey of the trees in the ground identified
some which needed removing because of disease
or danger to the public. Photo 5 shows men at
work removing a tree on the Compton Park Road /
Dormy Avenue junction, the north-east corner of
the grounds.
So we have been inside and out, up ladders, up
scaffolding, put up walls, taken down trees and
now we call on the cherry picker to make good the
roof where some repairs were required. I have a
feeling some gutter clearing was done at the same
time. Photos 6 and 7 show the men and the cherry
picker working on the north-east corner, over the
vestry. There was as much skill getting the cherry
picker up the ramp and around that tight corner as
there was in the repair work carried out!
Photo 8 shows the handy work of our handy man
Peter Terrell (I have cheekily given him that title
without asking him!) - with grateful thanks. Having
stripped and re-varnished the Hall front door Peter
turned his attention to the Tower door. It was looking very faded and tatty but now thanks to some
smart work, the door looks as good as new.
Other work is ongoing in various places around the
site, including stabilizing the edge of the hall garden decking, and putting a vent into a
cupboard. Other projects are in the pipeline for
2022, and we will do our best to report progress,
bring you photos and follow the story behind the
project.
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As we enter 2022, and in the light of the construction
work on the previous pages, I thought it would be fun to
roll the clock back ten years to 2012 and remind ourselves of the refurbishment work which took place then!
These pictures are from 2012, when an Olympic sized
effort took place to clean, tidy and re-spruce after a refurbishment. The wall had been painted to the roof and
the stonework cleaned. Once the scaffolding came
down a whole raft of jobs took place.
In picture one, Karl set about repairing floor boards and
other things for which a hammer was required.
In picture two, dusting behind the sound desk, both inside and outside the casing.
In three, the stonemasons moved outside to repair the
vestry door
In four, Mark the painter went from high level walls to
low level railings and from white wall paint to black for
metal.
And in picture five, another workman finishes the internal jobs by repairing the Side Chapel window surround.
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specialist cleaning work to take place.
Sunday 5th December. Exciting news in
church. Rev Robin announced the engagement of Ruth Gregory, daughter of
Jonathan and Kim Gregory to Jonathan
King, son of Ray and Angela King, both
of this parish.

Observant members will have noticed
how splendid the tower door now looks, It was possible to
thanks to Peter Terrell’s work in using have the first welcome
oil.
party for two years,
with a good number of
A friend we have lost from our congre- attendees, including,
gation is Keith Wallace. Our sincere thanks to Stephen Ancondolences to Gina, and his children derson, Kia and Assad from Iran. With
Duncan & Amanda. May he rest in Linda’s house group including two peopeace at last relieved of his terrible ple from North America, plus Emmanuback pain, and in the Arms of His Lord. el’s Nigerian connections we are truly
becoming an international church! NotWe were also very sorry to learn of the withstanding that, we are also a dedipassing of George Spencer a faithful cated church for our local community
member of Tea Break and likewise The here in Plymouth!
Regal Cinema on the first Wednesday
of the month.
Well, done to Emily Cree who took part
in the Eden Project’s “Santa’s Zip Wire”
The other splendid achievement has fancy dress slide. She was sponsored,
been the internal cleaning of the west and she was raising money for a Chilmemorial window. Thanks are due in dren’s Ward in Derriford.
part to Andrew and Rosemary Metherell, whose generosity enabled the

Send you news into Ron: ronwheeler10@gmail.com
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A New Year Reflection
I’ve never been a great fan of New
Year’s Resolutions. I’m probably
avoiding failure by not trying in the
first place. I seek to justify it by
saying that if there are things to
improve in our lives, we shouldn’t
wait until new year to implement
them? But I think I’m wrong. I
could say that I don’t need a birthday or anniversary to tell my wife
how much I love her. But if I’m
honest, I should tell her how much
I love her every day and even more on special occasions. I should try to make
good life choices every day, but an annual moment is good too.
The most popular resolutions are all things that are great for our well-being and
that of the world. Things like: Go to bed earlier…Reduce single use plastic consumption…Create a savings plan…Read more, scroll less…Drink more water…
Drink less alcohol…Eat more veggies…Volunteer… Increase exercise…Reduce
social media…Give up smoking…Drive less, walk more.

The fact that statistically 80% of people give up on at least some of their resolutions could simply be seen as failure. But in fact it means that 20% have created
new positive habits and life choices. It’s actually better than that, because some
of the 80% will have kept up something of their resolutions.
Many people will fail before the end of January, but at least they have more
chance of success than those who never started in the first place.
Christians are called to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and
love our neighbours as themselves. If we managed to do this the world would be
a totally different place and our churches would be full. God realises we’re not up
to the task and encourages us to allow his Spirit to help us as we seek to grow in
our loving. Sheer will power is never enough. If we let him, the Holy Spirit may
highlight one area in which we could grow in love. Repentance is central to Chris-
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tian faith. It’s simply admitting that we’re not living and loving as we should and
stepping back in line with God. It’s also receiving the freedom and healing of his
forgiveness as we do so. God doesn’t say we need to change everything all at
once, it’s one small step at a time. For some of us, step one may be to try and be
more patient. Or to love others by caring for the environment and not using disposable coffee cups.
It’s beginning to sound to me like resolutions are a good idea. We could start with
a New Year’s Resolution but then try mid-year or even mid-month ones too. And a
great thing about God is that his steadfast love never ceases; his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every morning; great is his faithfulness.
(Lamentations 3:22-23). If we fail or give up, he doesn’t give up on us, he’s there
to help pick us up and set us off again. He’s there to help us change from the inside out.
We can’t change others and we can’t guarantee what will happen in the world
around us, but with God’s help we can change. Wouldn’t it be amazing to look
back on 2022 and see how God has changed us?
The Rev’d Prebendary James Grier
Diocesan Mission Enabler and Leader of Unlimited Church

Transforming Plymouth appoints new lead officer
Ayshea Cross will take up the role following the retirement of Chris Forster.
Transforming Plymouth Together (TPT) is a joint project with the Diocese of Exeter, the Church Urban Fund and and churches in Plymouth.
It works to address poverty and social inequality to help make Plymouth a fairer
city.
Ayshea is well known within the faith and voluntary sector in Plymouth and comes
with a high level of experience.
Her background included local church mission work, co-founding and managing
the charity Provide Devon.
More recently she has been the Plymouth Food Aid Coordinator – assisting and
connecting organisations across the region.
The Right Reverend Nick McKinnel, Bishop of Plymouth and Chair of Trustees for
Transforming Plymouth Together said, “We are pleased to have been able to recruit someone of Ayshea’s capability and Christian commitment and she is a great
fit for TPT.
“We look forward to working with Ayshea as TPT continues to seek to address issues relating to poverty and inequality in Plymouth, partnering with churches, faith
groups, the voluntary sector and statutory organisations.”
Ayshea will take up her new role from 1 February 2022.
Chris Forster will work alongside her until he retires on the 31 March 2022.
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Bishop of Exeter highlights
Churches’ action on climate
change in House of Lords
Maiden Speech
The Bishop of Exeter has highlighted some of the changes parish churches are making to tackle
climate change in his maiden
speech in the House of Lords on
18 November.
The Right Reverend Robert Atwell,
who is the Church of England’s lead bishop on Rural Affairs, was speaking during
a debate on Cop26 and the challenges of implementing climate change
measures.
He said “I am conscious of the immensity and urgency of the task confronting us.
Drawing on the Biblical characters of Joseph, who advised on a famine in Egypt,
and Noah who lived through a worldwide flood, he said “Today’s prophets are the
scientists and environmentalists who present us with stark choices that demand
action.
“The Church of England is responding to their
warnings.”
Bishop Robert said the Diocese of Exeter
hoped to achieve net zero carbon emissions
by 2030 and would be employing a Net Zero
officer to assist churches, schools and the diocese central services team with carbon reduction measures.
He said a number of churches in Devon had
already signed-up to the A Rocha charity’s
Eco Church scheme.

The Diocese of Melanesia in the
Pacific is already being affected by
rising sea levels
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“Our churches, situated in the heart of our communities, are ideally placed to spot
opportunities like installing solar panels on under-used land, planting trees and
better insulating a village hall or improving recycling facilities.”
Bishop Robert also spoke about the impact of rising sea levels on Exeter’s
twinned diocese of Melanesia in the Pacific, where some islands are already mostly submerged or virtually uninhabitable.
“It is small, developing countries like Melanesia who have a relatively low carbon
footprint but are being asked to pay a heavy price for the rest of the world’s wastefulness.”
Bishop Robert concluded by calling on the UK Government to “Seize the opportunity for international leadership” over climate change.

It is not just the travel that is disrupted by the winter
conditions, the birds that visit our gardens need a
helping hand this time of year. Here are some tips:
>> Clean off feeders, platforms and perches after
each storm so seed is easily accessible.
>> Leave fruit and berries on trees, hedges and
bushes to provide a natural source of food throughout
the winter.
>> Most birds that visit backyards in snowy weather thrive on seeds, since insects and
fruit are harder to find naturally during the winter. The best foods to offer birds in colder
weather have a high fat or oil content that will provide abundant energy for winter survival. Nutritious winter foods for birds include: Black oil sunflower seed, Niger seed and Suet mixes with seeds or fruit
>> Add a heated birdbath to your backyard or place a safe heating element in a regular
birdbath to provide birds with liquid water.
>> Stamp or shovel snow around feeders to provide
easier access to spilled seed for ground-feeding
birds.
>> Leave nesting boxes and birdhouses up all year
round to provide winter roosting sites
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It was the summer of 2020 when we met the proprietor of ’Mad Kitchen’,
Huge–Furriez Wherehisface. Back then, he was, with the aid of trusty sidekick James-Lee Massivehat creating new recipes for their general on-the-cart
menu - such as these hugely popular tasty delights:
SPAM ROLY-POLY - Pork and Ham luncheon meat encased in a light sponge, rolled and
served hot with either custard or gravy
CHICKEN A LA CRÈME - Pan-fried chicken breast in a Cadbury’s Crème Egg sauce,
served with Brussel sprouts, fruit cocktail and Suet Dumplings, topped with a fried egg
HOUSE BREAKFAST - Sausages, bacon, black pudding, pears and Coco Pops cooked
together and served on a baked bean, banana and Weetabix rosti
CHILLI AND RICE - Extra creamy rice pudding with bell peppers, infused with chilli,
topped with a mince and strawberry jam, and served with bread and butter
ROASTED TEA CAKES - Traditional tea cakes, roasted with garlic butter and served in
a pot of tea
SAVOURY MUFFIN - Liver, bacon and onion muffin topped with chipotle mushrooms,
served with a side salad, cherries and mint sauce
Now, eighteen months on, they have been developing more delicious
delicacies in their secret lab, five hundred feet beneath Pennycomequick
roundabout, this time with the aim of using up the Christmas leftovers and
excess seasonal supplies.
HAVE-A-FIT-A-ROLL - Cold Brussel Sprouts encased in a French Choux Pastry, served
with hot chocolate sauce and whipped cream.
CHRISTMAS MUFFIN - Brussel Sprout muffin topped with mincemeat and served was
lashings of bread sauce.
CRANBERRY SAUCER - A homemade mince pie topped with a pickled onion and
served on a saucer of cranberry sauce.
TURKEY TACO - Shredded Turkey and shredded carrot topped
with Christmas pudding crumbs and clotted cream.
WHAT’S AT STEAK - Pan-fired steak, fried egg and chips.
Served on a bed of holly and with chocolate sauce and shortbread
crumble.
SPROUT-A-LEEK - Leek sponge cake with a sprout sauce molten-like centre, served with a parsnip Tuiles and turkey biscuits.
CHRISTMAS PIE - Turkey, Beef, Gammon, peas and sprouts
surrounded by a layer of jellied Christmas Pudding stock
enrobed in hot water crust pastry, served with cold roast potatoes
and a coffee creme sauce.
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PIE AND CHIPS - Battered Mince Pie, deep fried and served with chips, cranberry sauce
and Brandy Butter.
BATTER AND BALL - A minced turkey ball, a Brussel sprout and a Ferrero Rocher, each
in a soft batter served on a bed of spiced red cabbage with a choice of sweet and sour or
after dinner mint pour over sauce.
PIGS IN BLANKETS IN A HOLE - Mini Sausages wrapped in bacon, each laid on a
sprout leaf, surrounded in a classic batter, served with reheated roast potatoes and Terrys
Chocolate Orange gravy. Topped with clementine pieces.
GO NUTTY - Pan-fried Brussel sprouts cooked with garlic and a random selection of nuts
taken from the Mixed Nuts tub. Topped with cranberry sauce
WELLINGTON - Christmas Pudding covered in pate and encased in a golden puff pastry.
Served carrots and a choice of sweet white sauce or bread sauce.
SNAP UP THE NOODLES - Crispy fried turkey strips in a chilli, soy and garlic sauce
on top of rice noodles, served in a brandy snap and finished with Christmas Cake crumble
and Brussel Sprout Crisps
VEGGIE OPTION - Red Cabbage and sprouts cooked in mincemeat. Served on a slab of
Christmas Cake with an Irish Cream jus
LIGHT LUNCH - Slices of cold turkey served on holly with a tomato and satsuma salsa.
Served with a cold roast potato and cold sprout gazpacho.
CHOCOLATE BOX PUDDING - Slices of Stollen, Christmas Cake and Christmas
Pudding served with Hot Christmas Green Sprout Sauce and served in a box of chocolates.
GOOSEY GANDER - Re-roasted goose leg, Brussel sprouts, chocolate mashed potato,
rehydrated carrots, stolen fingers and chestnuts served with Boxing Day chutney , a mince
pie on the side and sprinkled with pine needles from the Christmas Tree.
BEEF WELLINGTON - Fillet of beef, covered in blue cheese and baked in an actual
wellington. Served with sprouts, cabbage, figs and a sweet white sauce.
TURKEY AND CHIPS - Slices of cold leftover turkey on pile of chips, covered in lashings
of brandy butter.
COFFEE AND MINTS - Peppermint creams, roasted seasonal vegetables all served in a
Christmas spiced coffee gravy
CHEESE AND CHOCS - A box of dark chocolates covered in melted cheese, topped with
Brussel sprout crisps
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(Voice of Editor off stage)
(Audience/Congregation)

Ladies and Gentlemen, it’s an animal quiz!!!
Animals you say, that’s a nice easy start to
the year.

(Enter Editor disguised as pantomime villain)
(Editor)
(Audience/Congregation)
(Editor)

Oh no it isn’t!
Hiss, boo!
Some are easier than others, and the quiz
includes animals commonly mistaken for
something else!

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Answers on p63
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16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

37

38

39

40

Answers on p63
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Top: Men’s Breakfast, July 2013
Bottom: “Schools’ Week, in the bell tower, May 2013
Photos by The Editor
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This is nothing more than a nostalgic look
back in time - or it is!
And yes, I have done a piece on Milk
Floats before, but as with memories of
Christmases long ago, nostalgia is worth
going back to once again - after all that’s
what is keeping the dream alive!
All that said, it is time to set the record
straight. Our modern world is taking credit for the electric vehicle and the good it
does for the planet. The increase in
charging points in public car parks and
restaurant areas is testament to that. But
don’t be fooled by the bravado of the
decade - 2022 celebrates 74 years of
electric vehicles on our roads.
January 1948, and the first Electric Milk
Float, built by Smiths Industries and
Northern Coachbuilders is delivered to
Ipswich Co-op. For the record is was registered PV 8337.
The electric milk float was designed for
reliability, durability, and quietness of operation, milk floats are also pollution-free
as they glide around during the early
hours, and for most people who keep
normal hours, the only evidence that they
exist at all is the appearance of a pint or
two of milk on the doorstep each morning.
With a fully charged battery it wasn’t unusual for a Milk Float to last for 60-80
miles before needing to be recharged,
and although it depended on the make
and model, Milk Floats could reach a top
speed of 15-20mph.
A typical milk float consists of a very sturdy chassis, to carry the weight of batteries and milk whilst requiring a minimum
of maintenance. Onto this is built a basic

The Milk Float
12

cab structure and a canopy. This formula makes for a simple and virtually indestructible vehicle, and it is not uncommon for milk floats to last over 30 years in service - many examples dating from the 1960s have been in service for over fifty
years, and some are still in service today in various parts of the country. There are
also chilled floats, in which the rear end is enclosed so that the milk can be kept
colder throughout the distribution process; the enclosed area tends to have sliding
doors for ease of access.
And so it is that this humble vehicle, which used to roam the streets at night, and in
silence gave no-one a fright, is in fact the fore-runner to the current electric revolution.
Immortalised too in popular culture, this is a vehicle with a particular street-cred! In
Open All Hours, the Milk Float always rolled up outside the shop, in the early hours,
much to Granville’s delight. On the cobbles of Corrie, the Milk Float has been part
of the opening title sequence for
nearly sixty years. In the James
Bond Film ‘The Living Daylights’
one was even stolen by the KGB,
and
armed
with
grenades
disguises as milk bottles that explode when thrown. The actual float
used in this scene was an W&E Itype, with the registration C847
TLF, and was a genuine Unigate
milk float loaned by the dairy pictured right!

You need a lawn fertiliser spreader (or an electric
drill, or temporary space in a freezer, or a 50m
tape measure or ...) but don’t have one?
Borrowing from a friend saves an unnecessary
purchase, saves resource worldwide, saves space
in our garages and gives a chum the satisfaction
of helping out.
Now you can use the power of the World Wide
Web to make this happen easily – just join the
Whole Emmanuel Catalogue WhatsApp group via
this
link
https://chat.whatsapp.com/
EsX5zmY5NT574UB3V5pSVB - or by pointing
your smartphone camera at the QR code. Then
just post your request, and if someone can help,
they probably will!
Cement mixer anyone?
For more information, see Simon

The Milk Float
13

You have been reading...
At the end of Dad’s Army, Allo’ Allo and Hi-de-Hi, the performance credits
begin with ‘You have been watching’. Well, here are some questions, in no
particular order, the answers of which you have been reading...
1. What was celebrating 74 years?
2. In which year did some of our ladies take place in The Midnight Walk?
3. What was Fred doing with a ladder?
4. How many Christmas Hampers did St Paul’s give out?
5. Which book did Alison Tute recommend?
6. What were the dumper trucks doing?
7. What did Bishop Robert do?
8. How was the ploughing done?
9. What year was the snow?
10. Who varnished the church tower door?
11. Which artist’s pictures did we feature?
Answers:
Q1: p60/61

Q2: p33
Q3: p44

Q6: p15
Q7: p54

Q4: p36
Q5:p30

Q8: p17
Q9: p43

Q10: p45
Q11: 18

EMMANUEL SERVICES

CHURCH CONTACTS
EMMANUEL OFFICE

Sunday
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am Our main service
With groups of our children ages 0-14
6.30pm More informal, with a focus on
praise and prayer
Wednesday
10.30am BCP Holy Communion

01752 260317
1 Compton Ave, Mannamead, PL3 5BZ
Open Weekday mornings 9am-12pm. Answerphone.
Please also use this number for Church Hall bookings

ST PAUL’S OFFICE
07707 064138
100 Efford Lane, Efford, PL3 6LT
Open Monday and Tuesday mornings 9am-12pm.

Team Rector

Rev Preb Karl Freeman

01752 248601

Associate Vicar

Rev Tony Williams

03301 139088

Curate

ST PAUL’S SERVICES

Rev Robin Brown (Emm)
Rev Darryl Cree (St P)
01752 775213
Deacon across the Parish

Sunday
10.00am 1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sunday
Holy Communion
10.00am 2nd Sunday
All Age Worship
Tuesday
10.00am BCP Holy Communion

Rev Bev Cree

01752 775213

Rtd Reader Emmanuel (with permission to
officiate)

Tim Lyddon

01752 772241

Reader at St Paul’s (with permission to
officiate)

Judy Earl

01752 202593

Church Warden (Emmanuel)

Bert Tayler

01752 319287

Church Warden (St Paul’s)

Bev Kelly
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01752 781665

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Rabbit
Donkey
Seal
Ant Eater
Weasel
Puffin
Llama
Crocodile
Hare
Tortoise
Sea Lion
Penguin
Prairie Dog
Alpaca

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

Jay
Aardvark
Macaw
Turtle
Giraffe
Aligator
Armadillo
Zebra
Guinea Pig
Starling
Grasshopper
Kingfisher
Badger
Bison

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

Otter
Gazelle
Lynx
Wild Boar
Ladybird
Red Squirrel
Tiger
Rock Dove (aka
Common Pigeon)
Snow Leopard
Wombat
Jaguar
Musk Ox

PAGE 17 - Top
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/lost-steam-engine-could-surface-after-160-yearsc9zzpmv5f
PAGE 17 - Bottom
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-cambridgeshire-58057800
A wildflower meadow planted on part of a pristine Cambridge University lawn is being harvested with the help of shire horses and a traditional hay wain. The meadow
was planted at King's College Chapel [in 2020] The aim was to create a
"biodiversity-rich ecosystem" in an area that had been lush lawn since the 1720s.
PAGE 18 - Top
https://www.invaluable.com/artist/mallebranche-louis-claude-dq05117mhg/sold-atauction-prices/
PAGE 18 - Bottom
https://pixels.com/featured/winter-scene-louis-claude-mallebranche.html
PAGE 61 - Bottom
Photo © EON, United Artists, Danjaq LLC
on the website
https://www.007travelers.com/items/007-vehicle-wales-and-edwards/
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