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Smeaton’s Tower. So iconic it seems forever seen as the centrepiece of Plymouth
Hoe, so it’s easy to forget it started life in 1759 out on Eddystone Reef. In the
1880s, two thirds of it was moved to the Hoe after it was discovered the sea was
undermining the rock. It now stands at 72ft high. It’s the summer, plenty of us will
visit the Hoe, see Smeaton’s Tower and look out across the sound in the direction
of Eddystone Reef.
Meanwhile, despite the challenges of the last year, the Forder Valley Link Road
project is still on track to open in 2022. As I write, work is taking place to install
twenty-eight u-shaped concreate beams to support the carriageway. Each beam is
one and half times the height of Smeaton’s Tower and weighs 105-tonnes. Moving
these beams will need a special crane. At 100 metres long, the crane, which was
built on the site and took a day to put together is one of the biggest of its kind in
Europe.
I wonder what John Smeaton would make of the crane and the work at Forder
Valley? The self-proclaimed first ‘civil engineer’, considered ‘the father of civil
engineering’ rose to the challenge of building a lighthouse two miles out to sea,
was after all credited with developing modern cement and built what became
Smeaton’s Viaduct (part of the A616). Was the Forder Valley project inspired and
pioneered by his work without even realising it?
As Christians, we are not always aware of the work God is doing in our lives. We
are doing what we do, unaware God is working in the background. It’s only when
we look back we see his influence or are reminded of his influence by other
people. We should remember to thank God when we realise his influence, and
thank him for answers to the things we asked for. We must also remember God’s
love is greater than the weight of those beams put together (2940 tonnes), his
strength greater than any amount of concrete or arching viaduct and his power
greater than that of the enormous crane.
This summer, remember God’s love, strength and power. That consistent pillar in
the uncertainly of the last year, that has guided us safely to this summer. Of
course God is a pillar is in every aspect of our lives and in this issue we will hear
part 3 of Becky’s testimony, hear of God’s work in the mission field and be
reminded of the beauty He created around his.
If you are stuck for a Summer read - well you’ve read the prologue! This book will
take you to stunning scenery, guide you with maps, testimony and prayer, bring
joy with randomness and humour, celebrate, challenge, update, record, remember
and even tax the brain - and all inside 64 pages.
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As Covid19 restrictions fall away and we begin to feel more
normal I have been reflecting on some of the things we had
previously been doing as a church before lockdown, yet have
not missed as things return to normal! Indeed, things we might
now feel positively released from and ask ourselves why we
ever did them in the first place! Let me assure you at this point
that attending church in person whenever we can does not fall into this category!
So, I thought it would be worth dwelling on why returning to church in person is so
very important in our progressively liberated lives! Here are five things to consider.
Firstly, meeting together as the body of is a transforming experience.
Paul, in Romans 12, commands us,
“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
We have managed to retain something of that in our online times together through
the power of the Spirit in Word and prayer, but there is nothing to beat the physical
presence of fellow Christians rejoicing together in what transforms and fires us –
the rescue of our very souls from oblivion and re-gifting of eternal life. We need to
see each other’s smiling faces as we sing, as the living Word finds its mark, as our
prayers rise together and as we gather around one table to take bread and wine.
By these things we affirm our church family and faith. No wonder then the writer to
the Hebrew Christians writes (Heb 10:23-25 ESV):
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing
near.
Meeting together encourages us and spurs us on in the faith!
Secondly, we meet together to be accountable. He writes (Heb 2:1-3):
We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard,
so that we do not drift away. For since the message spoken through angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its just
punishment, how shall we escape if we ignore so great a salvation?
It’s so easy, if we live our Christian lives in isolation, to make up our own rules of
godliness and even to interpret the Bible in a manner which suits our desired behaviour and relieves us of our conscience. We must expose ourselves to accountability if we want the assurance of being ‘on-track’ with our faith.
Thirdly, we are family!
In Mark 3:32-34 – we find Jesus ‘at church’ in the synagogue:

Rector’s Report
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A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he
asked. Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and
said, “Here are my mother and my brothers!
Jesus regarded the church family as above his own. If it’s that important to him,
meeting with our church family should be to us. We travel together, we keep each
other up to the mark, we bear one another’s burdens…
Fourthly, we need to fight against worldly propaganda.
Old Testament wisdom literature, most notably the Psalms and Proverbs, repeatedly distinguishes between the wise and the wicked. The wise being those who trust
and seek to follow our Lord’s wisdom and the wicked being those who have other
bright ideas of their own! The world gets its say in our lives for up to six and a half
days a week! Sunday morning redresses the balance.
Fifth and finally, we have been commissioned with a task.
At the end of Matthew’s Gospel Jesus says:
“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything
I have commanded you.
Our Lord has conferred means to do this upon his church. No one person can do it
on their own. Our Lord has gifted us to work as a team – none can prevail without
the other’s gifts! We need each other!
And that, in short, is the overall message – as those of faith, seeking to walk with
the Lord, to travel as aliens and strangers though this ‘foreign land’, we need each
other! I think that has been proved to us over this last year and a half – we really
have missed each other! And so a family should!
So if you’ve not returned in person yet, please do at your earliest opportunity! It’s
not just important to you, it’s important to the life of our whole family! We need each
other!
Every blessing in Christ,
Rev Karl
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Summer 2021 is upon us. So as we all prepare to enjoy it much more than the
summer of 2020, the thought of traditional summer weather helps us all want
to get Out and About. Whether its willingness to walk once more in God’s
great wilderness, a chance enjoy the silence of a solo stroll in a hidden woodland, a drift in a daze as you gaze across Plymouth Sound or fondness for a
fun- filled family ramble - there is definitely something for you to do in our
great city. Ok, so I am now sounding like a tourism brochure but with freedom to forage among the wonders around us or discover the hidden histories
of our heritage it is time to get Out and About, to find out, to spot, to rediscover, to enjoy moorland, woodland, coasts and creation.
So God created the great creatures of the
sea and every living thing with which the
water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged
bird according to its kind. And God saw
that it was good (Genesis 1 v21).
It’s time to take in the breath-taking,
marvel at the wildlife around us and enjoy our surroundings. This feature will
carry some ideas - among them: trails to
take, wildlife spotting and some
inspiring walks curtesy of Tim Lyddon
and Becky and Graham Bale.
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Cotehele Quay to Okel Tor Mine Loop
Having walked to Calstock from Cotehele Quay and back many
times with our children over the years, we decided more
recently to explore a little further along the riverside path and
discovered Okel Tor Mine. The circular route generally follows
the river Tamar upstream to the mine, returning via some lovely
country lanes past St Andrew’s Church. There are some great
views and plenty of interesting features in the landscape en
route.

The walk starts at Cotehele Quay carpark (Google Plus code:
9C2QFQRG+QM) venturing upstream along the riverside path
through the Cotehele estate. You will pass an old chapel and
further along a viewpoint overlooking the river with Calstock viaduct in the distance. If you linger long enough on the bench
there, you may well spot a friendly robin. Continue along the
path uphill and then down to river level; you will come across a

What can you spot along the riverbank?
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row of houses and workshops - turn right, passing a little pottery shed on the left where you can buy local ceramic tiles etc.
A tarmac road follows the river from this point to Calstock,
passing a boatyard on the right and lime kiln on the left and
eventually going under the viaduct made from concrete blocks.
Once in Calstock, passing the Lime Kiln Gallery, turn right
downhill to the Tamar Inn and riverside area. Here you will find
seating and a ‘Galleon’ play park. This is a good coffee break
location and close to the public toilets.
Take the path by the riverside further upstream, passing a flood
plain which is being turned into a nature reserve. Continue
along the raised bank until you get to the track which passes
the entrance to Okel Tor Mine - take this track to the mine remains, which contain information boards about the history of
the mine. Within the site is a circular path which is worth following, through woodlands, with lovely scenery and views of the
river.

Second Map - return walk

Which of God’s birds can you see in the nature reserve?
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Complete the loop at Okel Tor Mine
and retrace footsteps back to the mine
entrance. Turn right and continue up
the track to the tarmac road. From the
track you will see another tall chimney
now incorporated into some holiday
cottages below on your right. Turn left
and follow the road until you come to
the railway line and turn right over the
level crossing. Follow the tarmac
country road until you get to the first
gate entering St Andrew’s Church
graveyard. It’s worth stopping to have
a look here; there is also a toilet in a
little outhouse in the grounds should
you need it. Leaving the church from
the same gate, continue along the
road, and go straight ahead at the
junction (don’t take the road signposted Calstock). Follow the road until you
come to another junction. Turn left
down a main road marked Railway Station and Tamar Valley
Line. After a very short distance, turn right onto a public footpath. Follow the path which eventually takes you downhill into
the Tamar Valley via a zigzag route of paths and tracks (see
enlarged map extract), leading through woodland and past cottages. Eventually you will come out not far from the pottery
shop and houses you passed earlier.

From this point continue along the path you originally came
down until the top of the hill. Here, take the right fork along a
track to Cotehele House. (This National Trust property and
grounds is worth a visit in itself. You can also get refreshments
here.) At the end of the track, turn left, passing through the car

What can you hear as you as approach the house?
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park for the house
and follow the tarmac road through
woodland back to
Cotehele
Quay.
Before returning to
your car, it’s worth
a walk around the
quayside - there
are old lime kilns,
the Discovery Centre and an old
Tamar sailing barge
called
the
‘Shamrock’ as well
as tearooms and
an ice cream kiosk.
.

^ Calstock Viaduct

^ St Andrew’s Church, Calstock

<< Converted Okel Tor ruin and the Tamar beyond

Taking in the stunning viaduct and its shadows.
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Why should we be concerned about the environment? It isn’t just because of the dangers we face from pollution, climate
change, or other environmental problems—
although these are serious. For Christians,
the issue is much deeper: We know that
God created the world, and it belongs to Him, not us. Because
of this, we are only stewards or trustees of God’s creation, and
we aren’t to abuse or neglect it. The Bible says, “The earth is
the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live
in it” (Psalm 24:1).
When we fail to see the world as God’s creation, we will end up abusing it. Selfishness
and greed take over, and we end up not
caring about the environment or the problems we’re creating for future generations.
>> Billy Graham

The renowned evangelist Billy Graham spoke many times during his lifetime, about God’s creation and how Christians have
a responsibility to look after it. However, it is sometimes difficult
amid the strains, expectations and convenience of our Western
World - but we should do what we can - as a well-known supermarket puts it, every little counts. Climate change is a contributing factor too, and changes are afoot to reduce carbon footprints, plastic consumption and pollution - but there is no overnight fix. We should be encouraged by our faith to be trustees
and stewards of God’s world, to behave appropriately, pick up
our belongings and litter from picnic and whatever else we can
possibly do to look after God’s planet. Whilst you are Out and
About this summer take in the wonders, look after and respect
those wonders and remember the creator. Remember who it
belongs to.

Feature pages: Out & About
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Dixie

Support your local Pet Shop

Pop in and see us!

Weston Park Road, Peverell
Call 01752 783481
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THE CO-OP WAY
By Tim Lyddon
Back in 2014 Tim Lyddon explored
and wrote us a series of articles on
The Co-operative Way. As we look to
get Out and About this summer, for
those who would rather stay local
(from church) than go further a field, it
felt a good time to republish it over the
coming months Ed!
Walking on Dartmoor is wonderful, but
did you know that right on our door
step we have the Co-op way? It created to celebrate the new millennium by
the Cooperative Society and has now
been adopted by the City Council. Its
route is marked by Green arrows on
lampposts or posts at strategic points
and takes you on a 15 mile circular
walk beginning and ending at Hender’s Corner. Over the next to editions
we will attempt to walk the route via
these pages of this magazine and
engage you with the lexicon of treasures you can experience as we perambulate the hills and dales of urban
and rural Plymouth. The rural part
takes you to the tranquillity of Hollycroft woods, Forder Valley nature reserve, Bircham Valley, Woodland

A walk of pavement, woodland, paths and exploration
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woods, Ham woods, then across to Central Park and finally
Mutley and Thorn parks to end up back at Hender’s corner.
The wonderful thing about the Co-op way is that it does not
have to be tackled all at once. You can take the car to various
starting points and explore it in bite-size chunks.
You could begin with Hender’s Corner to the Rising Sun. Next
time go from there to the Parkway bridge at the bottom of Reddington Rd. Then on your third jaunt depart from Reddington
Rd and walk to Fort Austin. Later on, go from there for a walk
through Forder Valley and then along the old tramway. Number five would be the big pull up to Crownhill Fort starting at
Plymbridge Rd. Then walk from Crownhill fort to Woodland
Fort. This is followed by a journey from the Fort to Burrington
Industrial Estate. Next there is a stroll through Ham woods.
Your penultimate foray would be from Ham drive to Devonport
High School for Girls and then final leg back to Hender’s Corner. For the more adventurous, Crownhill Fort (about 8 miles
from base) is a good breaking point before attempting the remaining 7 miles another day.
2. The Co-op Way: Hender’s Corner to the Rising Sun
[Let’s] we lace up our boots and
head for Hender’s Corner. Curiously though, there is no indication to the visitor that the junction between Manamead Rd
and Eggbuckland Rd is in fact
Hender’s corner. It gained its
name from William Hender who
started a nursery and market
garden nearby in the 1870’s,

Hender’s Corner: Imagine the trams, watch the buses!
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and his firm remained in business
until the 1930’s.The name was used
by the tram company to indicate the
junction where the tram line ended
and the name stuck.
Leaving Mannamead Road behind,
we travel up to the incline of Eggbuckland Road to the Gleneagle triangle.
Here we recollect that the ancient
Eggbuckland Road once had a big
kink in it as it skirted round the edge
of the ancient Compton Manor Estate.
This boundary was recorded on the
Doomsday Book of 1086.
From the triangle our eyes fall on the Pearn Convalescent
Home which was opened 1895. This Grade 2 listed building,
with its copper octagonal cupolas and distinctive finials over the
2 entrance towers. It was commissioned from part of the legacy
that he bequeathed from his accumulated wealth, to assist the
general health and well-being of the citizens of Plymouth.
Alonzo (1822-1893) was born and educated in Devonport before being apprenticed to a wholesale draper in Plymouth. Later he became a partner in a company of drapers and woollen
warehousemen in Exeter before finally retiring in 1873 to
Compton Leigh. The building ceased being a convalescent
home in October 2003. The East
end window at Emmanuel was
given in memory of Alonzo’s wife,
Mary Pearn, who died in 1880. William Morris and Edward Burne
Jones were chosen to design it
and remains, to this day, one of
Plymouth’s greatest works of art.

A thought on the walk: of those historical connections
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Further down the road we come to
the Rising Sun public house. The
building was originally cottages,
and inside, the original door knockers for each cottage can still be
seen. Once turned into an alehouse, in the 1700s, its first name
was Hooper’s ale house. As you
look at the scene, it is still easy to imagine horses being led up
chapel way, to wait by the wall outside the pub, or perhaps be
led into the shippen next to the pub, which is now Read's D.I.Y.
Stores.
(For those wanting a circular walk, go left into Chapel Way. At
the T junction turn left until it meets Blandford Road, then
Compton Park Road and there you are back at Emmanuel.
Total distance 2 miles)
3. Rising Sun to the Parkway
[In the last section] we got as far as the Rising Sun Public
House. From here, we start to go rural. We leave the main road

134 Eggbuckland Road
Higher Compton
Plymouth
PL3 5JT

Try us first for:
hardware - ironmongery - paints - electrical - tools glues
- decorating supplies - plumbing – house signs - fuels –
key cutting - shoe repairs – dry cleaning - household -

mail@reads-diy.co.uk
www.reads-diy.co.uk

Imagine the horses and carts outside the pub
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and travel all the way down
Brynmoor Park until we see the
entrance to Hollycroft woods. This
is owned by the Woodland Trust. It
was increased in size thirty years
ago, by planting an additional
5,000 trees on the spoil from the
building of the parkway. As you enter the woods, it may be muddy,
bare left and contour around until
you gain sight of Hartley Vale. The
path then takes you down to the
stream and then eastwards. The
woods are a hidden gem and very
relaxing to meander alongside the
babbling water at the lower levels.
There is a faint sound of traffic from
the A38, but banking and general landscaping plus the trees,
shield most of the noise. It has been quieter still since the Parkway was resurfaced in 2018. Eventually you emerge at the bottom of Hollycroft Road. After about a hundred yards further on
you will find a footbridge to cross the Parkway.
This valley route, city bypass, was part of the 1942 Abercrombie Plan for post-war Plymouth. The plan analysed all aspects
of the city and the surrounding area (extending well beyond the
city's administrative boundary), exploring everything from history to geography, demographics to agriculture, before presenting
a radical and all- encompassing vision of a modern city. It was
based on the Beaux Arts 'City Beautiful' style and was influenced by both Lutyens' plan for New Delhi and the formation of
Welwyn Garden City.
As the land for the new A38 had been earmarked since the
1940s, it had not been built on and only 7 houses (plus many

What is hidden in the hidden wood?
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prefabs) and one School had to be demolished. The Parkway
was completed on April Fool’s day
1985. It cost £34m and stretches from
Marsh Mills to the Tamar Bridge. Its
most striking feature, of course, is the
three level interchange at Manadon.
Equally amazing, but hidden from
view, are the 12,800 drains that carry
surface water away from its surface
on its three and a half mile length.
4. Parkway to Fort Austin
[In the last section] we explored Hollycroft Woods. We now cross over the
Parkway bridge, turn left into Culver
way and follow it until it joins the main
road. Looking left, you can see the
15th century Church of St Edward’s.
Once set out in the countryside with its own distinct community
of Eggbuckland, it has been swallowed up becoming a suburb
of Plymouth. Luckily, when building the post war houses, care
was taken to preserve grass avenues that focus on the church.
On reaching Eggbuckland Rd, turn left and keep going until
you find Shallowford Rd on your left. From the junction you will
be able to spot the old military road
about twenty yards on the right. It
looks quite insignificant, but, in its
time, was strategic to the protection
of Plymouth. The Military Road
leads up to Austin Fort. Although
quite a climb to get to the top, it is
well worth it. For once there, you >>>

Imagine how rural Eggbuckland might have looked
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have a commanding view of the area, hence a good place for a fortification. A Royal commission was set up
in 1859 to consider a response to
Napoleon III’s naval power. Subsequently Prime Minister Palmerston
custom-built a ring of forts stretching
from the River Tamar to the
Cattewater to protect the dockyard from a French invasion. Fort
Austin had a strategic position over looking Forder valley. The
ring of forts cost £111 million pounds to build, but were obsolete
by the time they were completed in 1872. By this time
Napoleon the third had been captured (in 1870) and exiled to
Broardstairs in Kent. Palmerston died in 1865, so never saw
the defences completed. It remained it military occupation until
1958. The fort then stood empty for the next 26 years until the
local authority took it over in 1984 who used it as an
emergency centre for civil defence.
(For those wanting a circular route,
walk along Fort Austin Avenue until
you come to St Edwards Primary School.
Turn left and go down Goosewell Hill. This
takes you down to the old village. Cross the
main road and keep going downhill across
Frogmore Playing fields to the road. Turn
right along Culver Way until you find the foot
bridge across the Parkway and you are
back where you started. Total distance 2.1
miles. Height variation 250 feet)

5. Fort Austin to Plymbridge Road
Just below the Fort Austin is the entrance to Forder valley
Nature Reserve. Keep an eye open for the Plymouth Pear; Silver-washed fritillary, common blue and small copper butterflies;

Imagine the sights and smells of the Fort in use
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bluebells, yellow flag iris and bee orchids. As you enter, follow the path
that goes left. It can be quite muddy
in places, but is a lovely tranquil
place to explore.
Editors’ note: Despite the current
construction project in the Forder
Valley area, part of the Nature reserve does still exist. And although part , largely the section beyond the petrol station, has
been given over to the project, new areas will be reintroduced
when the planting and finalising begins. During the roadworks,
the next part of the Co-op, as shown below, may differ or require a diversion. Ed!
Eventually the footpath reaches the
bottom of the valley, then rises for a
time before breaking into open
ground. Take the path that heads towards the Leigham roundabout. Go
under the underpass turn left and
look for the path that is the remains of
the Plymouth and Dartmoor Railway. It was opened in1823 and
transported granite from Dartmoor to Sutton harbour in horse
drawn wagons. As you progress along the path, it is not before
long you will spot the stone sleepers
that supported the tracks. Carry on
this path for about a 1000 yards and
then, where 2 paths intersect, turn
left and walk down towards the bottom of the valley to pick up the lower
trail. Follow this to the right until you
come to Novorossiysk Rd. This is

The wonder of nature: what flowers can you find
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named after Plymouth’s twin town in Russia. Novorossiysk is a
city in Krasnodar Krai district of Russia. It is the country's main
port on the Black Sea and the
leading Russian port for exporting
grain. Carefully cross the road and
then follow the main road towards
Crownhill for about 30 yards and
then turn left into Plymbridge Rd,
[where the next section begins].
(Those wanting a circular route, take
the steep footpath on the other side of Forder Valley opposite
Plymbridge Road, up to Eristoke Close, then go right. When
you hit Austin Avenue bear left. Eventually it meets Fort Austin
Avenue, turn left and proceed along this road until you reach
Fort Austin once again. Total distance 2.5miles. Height variation 250 feet)
6. Plymbridge Road to Crownhill Fort
[W]e start at the bottom of Forder Valley at the start of
Plymbridge Rd. Travel along the road and take the second left.
This is Butts lane, an ancient right of way that originally went as
far as the George Coach House. It is quite a climb up, so take it
gently. After reaching what you assume is the top, unfortunately, the road falls away again before climbing once more. At this
point take the track on your left that leads to Bircham Woods.
The valley is the former grounds of Derriford House and the
estate planted these woodlands to provide cover for game
birds. The area is now a nature reserve. It is a alongside the
boundary of Derriford Hospital. The path is then chaperoned by
a fence on each side until it arrives at Brest Rd opposite the
Territorial Army Barracks.
Turn left and head up past the Abbeyfield home and the

The landscape here is changing, and what of Russia
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exciting build of what used to be the
Western Morning News offices. It was
built in the shape of a ship by Sir Nicholas Grimshaw who also designed the
Eden project and Heathrow Terminal 3.
Ahead is now a roundabout with a twopronged obelisk in
the centre. Turn right here into William
Prance road. Then, at the end of the road,
nestling in the hillside, on the other side of
the dual carriageway, is Crownhill Fort.
Crownhill Fort was another of Palmerston’s
follies with 32 gun positions and a 30 foot
dry moat. It took 10 years to build and was
said to boast a ‘state of the art’ design and
weaponry. The 16 acre site, which once
had a drawbridge, allowed for all round defence at both long and short range. In 1986
it was acquired by the landmark trust and is one of the best
preserved Victorian forts on the country. It is open to the public
on the last Friday of each month from
January to November, admission £6.
Crownhill is our half way point, so
time for a well-earned rest.
(For those wanting a circular route
make your way down towards Crownhill village and take the main road along Fort Austin Avenue
and Forder Valley until you meet Plymbridge Road again. Total
distance 3.7 miles Height variation 350 feet)
WE WILL PICK UP THE ROUTE NEXT TIME!

Compare the Eden Project and Heathrow
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You may remember me writing this in the May/June
2020 edition
THE PLYMPTON DUCK
During a recent weekday wondering I would have otherwise not
done, I spotted this duck under a bridge in Plympton. A vibrant
male Mandarin Duck

Inspired by this and our general encouragement to get
Out and About, it returns from migration to introduce
this part of the feature…..
I have teamed up with our Ken
Taylor to set up a challenge - it’s
just for fun, there are no prizes
(there was a box of chocolate but
it transpires that if I have touched
the box then no one else should
for three days, well chocolates
melt in the heat, so I eat the
prize!!). What can you spot whilst
you are Out and About?
1. The Mandarin Duck
HARD
As with most birds, the colourful
one is the male. 1 point for each
one spotted it in the duck pond at
Saltram, 3 points for spotting it
elsewhere
2. The Robin
EASY
Much easier, one point for every
robin you spot.

Feature pages: Out & About
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3. The Blue Tit
MEDIUM
So if you have bird feeder Blue
Tits will visit frequently but can
be shy. As this is about Out and
About, through the window does
not count - so 2 point for each
you spot whilst you are in the
garden.
4. The Chaffinch
MEDIUM
These garden birds would be
deemed as easy if you could
count them through a window,
but being out with them is another story. Again 2 points whilst
you are in the garden.
5. The Great Tit
MEDIUM
Brighter yellow than the Blue Tit.
2 points if it comes out whilst you
are out.
6. The Mystery bird!
MEDIUM
I couldn’t identify this one, so a
bonus point if you can and 2 for
each one you spot.
It’s not all about birdwatching
though! Turn over to find out
more! >>>>>>>

Feature pages: Out & About
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7. The Monarch Butterfly
VERY HARD
One of the largest butterflies in the
British Isles, however, it is also one
of the rarest - with the only notable
sighting in Devon, Cornwall and the
Scilly Isles. Native to North America
and Canada, some can travel up to
2000+ miles to central Mexico each
year for the winter. 4 points if you
spot one of these.
8. The Cinnabar Moth
MEDIUM
Common on scrub land and railway
sidings, the Cinnabar Moth is less
frequent to gardens. But where it
finds Common Ragwort, you may
find it. 2 points for each one your
see.
Oh, and there is a 5 points on offer if you can photograph a Jay
or a Cuckoo too!
The Cinnabar Moth picture (right)
was taken by The Editor,
The Butterfly picture (top) and
the three bigger photos on p16
and p17 were taken by and are
credited Ken Taylor.

Feature pages: Out & About
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Some people have been Out and About enjoying everything our city has to offer,
already!!
Every Friday, whilst there has been no Tea Break, Peter Terrell and Ian
Cruickshank have taken Fish and Chips up to the garden picnic tables from where
this shot (below) was taken.
From there we saw people working on the bridge, G7 police practicing in boats
going up and down the Tamar, sailing and motor boats coming and going, a huge
volume of traffic on the bridge and frequent, every 5/10 mins trains, amongst which
must be the Queen's carriage.

Feature pages: Out & About
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All this for free, curtesy of people who
pay to cross the bridge to that foreign
land!
Where will you take your fish and
chips?
Whilst road and rail provide such a
display on top of the bridge, below
deck, there is a feat out boats, ships
and wildlife out on the river.
Parking is tricky, but there is always the
bus (CityBus 13), but it’s worth taking in
the sea air and seeing what some of
Plymouth’s most iconic landmarks look
like from underneath!
The picture, bottom right, is one taken
by the editor In 2013

The mighty structure and strength of a
bridge is testament to the skill, design
and workmanship behind it’s very
construction. Testament also to the raw
materials, found upon God’s earth that
can be used for such jobs. From the
iconic, such as our Brunel built crossings, to Tower Bridge and to the 600m
long Đurđevića Tara Bridge, in Montenegro, Europe’s largest vehicular when
it was built in the 1940s, bridges are pillars of strength regardless of their own
size. How reassuring then that our
God, is stronger and mightier than all
those bridges put together.

Feature pages: Out & About
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Here are some other places you might like to visit:
PLYMOUTH HOE and THE BARBICAN
With its nostalgic cobbled streets, narrow lanes and traditional
smells, the Barbican offers the chance for history and contemporary to meet in close proximity.
We all know how stunning Plymouth Hoe can be, with its view
across the sound, especially on a sunny day. Flags flying,
Smeaton’s tower looming over the open plaza brings ample opportunity to breathe in sea air and take in the vista.
JENNICLIFF COAST PATH / MOUNTBATTEN
Alternatively, view The Hoe from the other side. From the car
park, cross over, walk up the field and follow the path sign for
South West Coast path. You will take in stunning scenery, view
The Hoe from the other side and eventually arrive pretty much
level with the Breakwater. (Uneven in places, unsuitable for
buggies and wheelchairs). Mountbatten is flat and full of bracing sea air.
WEMBURY TO WARREN POINT
Park at Wembury Beach car park (NT members free), but instead of going down to the beach, go up (initial steep climb)
from the far end of the car park. Stunning views and bird song
await you all the way - and maybe a stoat! (Uneven in places,
unsuitable for buggies in places).
SALTRAM / PLYMBRIDGE
Favourites among families, cyclists and dog walkers. These
local NT owned areas take you from ponds, to rivers and the
sea, from woodland, to grazing pasture and running space. Oh
and there maybe trains (Weekend at PB), dark tunnels (PB)
and a chance to catch up with a coffee (Sa).

17th-18th July: GB Sail Grand Prix in Plymouth Sound
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NORTH CORNWALL COAST
If you are after the dramatic then the sea is the place to go.
The sound of the sea lapping the rocks, the rush of white horses charging towards the shore. But there’s dramatic and then
there is dramatic! The North Cornwall Coast does not just offer
stunning view (as of course does the South Cornish Coast) but
the Atlantic Ocean offers calmness one minute and, without
warning the crashing pounding of the cliff the next.

DEER PARK FOREST, LISKEARD
This is a new one on me, and I am looking forward to a visit
here in early July. Assured by that fantastic forest smell, plenty
of woodland walks and space for children to run around it’s a
new adventure every time. Oh and there are plenty of picnic
places too. (Maybe uneven in places, but largely buggy and
wheelchair friendly.)
DARTMOOR
Then of course, there is Dartmoor. Whatever terrain you are
after you will find it somewhere on the Moor. From flat and popular Burrator to tor Climbing, from woodland exploration to forest floors. Deep inside there is Widecombe-in-the-Moor and
evidence of tin-mining, cairns, and old stone buildings. There is
also an aging prison and the remains of an Ice Factory!
With its clear skies, Dartmoor is also
a great place for a bit of star-gazing.
Even just going as far as Yelverton
will give you clear skies at night. A
flask of hot chocolate and a blanket
maybe helpful - but this is glimpse
into the majesty of Christ defiantly.
Don’t just take my word for it! ;-)

17th-18th July: GB Sail Grand Prix in Plymouth Sound
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Over the past few months, those on the mailing list will have become accustomed to finding
a four-page, fun-filled filer in their weekly envelope. These have been based on the page
fillers of last spring - generally, things you didn’t know you didn’t know and nostalgia - with
the addition of puzzles and colouring. But we turn full circle and bring things back to where
it began - over the next few pages, some new stuff to everyone, more randomness to bring
a smile and the very best of what some
people haven’t yet seen! Either way, you
are in for Something Completely Different!

We begin with a puzzle provided by Stan Porter….
There are thirty-eight books of the Bible in these paragraphs, can you find
them? At the worst you should spot half a dozen of the obvious ones.
This is a most remarkable puzzle. It was found by a gentleman in an aeroplane
seat pocket, on a flight from Judea to Suez, raising the question of who wrote it.
He enjoyed it so much he passed it on to some friends. One friend, John,
worked on it while fishing in the Sudan. I eliminated some impossible names like
Zephaniah and Hezekiah and fluked a few, but didn’t do too bad. I, ahead of
most, could at least recite the books of the Bible. Joe Lawrence, a journalist
friend, found it quite comic, a humorous addition to his weekly newspaper column. Another friend judges the job of solving this puzzle so stressful, that she
brews a pot of tea to help her nerves.
There are some names that are really easy to spot. That’s a fact. Some people,
however, will find themselves in a jam, especially since the book names are not
necessarily capitalised. Truthfully, from answers we get, we are forced to admit it
usually takes a minister or scholar to see some of them. Research has shown
that something in our genes is responsible for the difficulty we have in seeing the
books in these paragraph, although some ascribe facial effects as being from the
Biblevi tic users syndrome. During a recent fund-raising event, which featured this
puzzle, the Alpha Delta Phi lemonade booth set a new sales record for a disk featuring a solo monologue extolling the virtues of citrus fruits.
The local paper, the Israel Chronicle, surveyed over 200 patrons who reported
that this puzzle was one of the most difficult they had ever seen. As Jonah
Humana humbly put it, ‘The books are right here in plain view hidden from sight’.
Those able to find all of them will hear great lamentations from those who have to
be shown where they are! One revelation that may help is that books like Timothy
and Samuel may occur without their numbers. Also, keep in mind that punctuation
and spaces in the middle are normal. A chipper attitude will help you compete really well against those who claim to know the answers. Remember there is no
need for a mass exodus: there really are thirty-eight books of the Bible lurking
somewhere in these paragraphs waiting to be found!
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The term "rally", as a branch of motorsport, probably dates from
the first Monte Carlo Rally of January 1911.

Quiz Questions
Q1 In which country is Wrexham?
Q2 The volcanic mountain Chimborazo is in
which South American country?
Q3 What US state is known as the Nutmeg
State?
Q4 What is the Chilean Pine more commonly
know as?
Q5 Technically a berry or fruit, brinjal is the India name for which vegetable'?
Q6 During the US 1920s prohibition what was
the name given to an illegal drinking place?
Q7 The Coonskin cap worn by Canadian and
American frontiersmen in the 18th and 19th
centuries were fashioned from the fur of
which animal?
Q8 Talking caps and hats; the mushroom hat is
usually associated with which period of
British history?

The current world record for
the heaviest gooseberry was
set in 2013 at 64.49 grams
(2.27oz). Which is about the
size of a large hen’s egg. It
was the first ever gooseberry
to weigh more than 40
‘pennyweights’. For centuries
‘pennyweights’ and ‘grains’
were the traditional measure
for the size of gooseberries.

The cultivation of gooseberries in
England was first recorded in 1276
Gooseberries come in four colours;
red, white, green and yellow
By 1831 the Horticultural Society’s
London garden housed a collection of
360 different gooseberry cultivars
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It’s rumoured that doughnuts were
invented accidentally by a cow. Yes,
you read that correctly! It's said that a
clumsy cow kicked a pot of oil into
some pastry dough. A happy accident,
if you ask us!





“Doughnut Girls” in World War I and Red Cross
volunteers known as “Doughnut Dollies” in World
War II passed out hot doughnuts to U.S. soldiers to
give them a taste of home.
National Doughnut Week, sponsored by CSM
Bakery Solutions, takes place all across the UK
every year to raise money for The Children’s Trust.
It’s been running for 27 years, ever since baker
Christopher Freeman organised the first one in
1991, and now bakers and shops all over the country participate, with over £33,678 raised in 2017!

National Doughnut week
2021 is 10th-18th July




The world’s smallest bible can fit on the tip of
a pen. Scientists etched the 1.2 million letters
of the Old Testament on a tiny silicone disk,
which they call the Nano Bible.
The world’s largest Bible weighs 1,094 pounds. Built by Louis Waynai in
1930, the book is 43.5 inches tall and a laid open width of 98 inches.

The Angel of the North in Gateshead, Tyne and Wear

One of the most recognisable symbols of the North East, the Angel of the North
has been welcoming visitors to Gateshead for 20 years. The iconic landmark was
designed by renowned sculptor Sir Antony Gormley, who used a plaster cast of
his own body as the basis for the steel sculpture. But the Angel's body is a bit bigger than that of its creator. The height of four double decker buses with a wingspan wider than a Boeing 757 jet, it is believed to be the largest angel sculpture
in the world.

CENTRE-PARTS! THE JOYS OF A FUN-FILLED, FUN-SIZE, 6-PAGE
SUMMER BREAK! ENJOY YOURSELF IN RANDOMNESS* (not Skegness)
24

The 1999 blockbuster The Matrix heavily draws from the
Bible. The rebel base in the movie is known as
Zion, the primary ship is named Nebuchadnezzar (after
the Biblical king), and the film’s Judas character is
named Cypher in reference to the name Lucipher.

Bit early for snow isn’t it? Here in the UK maybe, but winter is permanent in Narnia – the magical world in CS Lewis’s classic tale - when four children unexpectedly arrive there after stepping into a wardrobe. Narnia’s inhabitants, including
talking animals and mythical creatures, are suffering under the rule of the White
Witch – until the children’s arrival brings hope her reign may be coming to an
end. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe was published in October 1950. CS
Lewis has said the image of a faun carrying an umbrella in a snowy wood had
been with him since he was 16 – but he was 40 before he tried to make a story
about it. It all came together when he
dreamed up the titular lion, Aslan,
whose story reflects the strong Christian themes in the book. It went on to
sell tens of millions of copies, has been
translated into 47 languages.

Quiz Questions
Q1
Q2
Q3

What piece of sporting equipment, in it’s current design was invented by
Charles Richardson, a pupil of Brunel and the first chief engineer of the
Severn Valley Railway?
Which football team, founded in 1886, was the result of a merger between
St Jude’s Institute and Christchurch Rangers?
In 1852 American Elisha Graves Otis produced the first successful
(eponymously branded) what?
Male Siberian tigers can weigh
more than 400 pounds and measure longer than six feet from nose
to tail. In their natural habitat, the
mountainous Sikhote-Alin region of
the Russian Far East, Siberian tigers are endangered
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Life can get us all down, and has done so over the last year and a
half. We have been in need of a good laugh. Well, following the success of his
2020 show, our parish comedian in residence (that is residence in his own
home) is back for his long-awaited 2021 tour. He has been likened to the most
famous pun delivering, one-liner comedians, but he’s more Milton Coombe than
Milton Jones and more grapevine than Tim Vine. He doesn’t remember the last
time he played with a fringe - sorry, at a fringe - and thinks the comedy
circuit is the silly walk he does around the edge of his lounge. Nevertheless,
from the comfort of his armchair, his legs dangling Ronnie Corbett like towards
the carpet as he wonders who moved the pouffe, it’s the much anticipated, some
kind of award winning, lexicon loving, joke juggler, Mr Allan Turnbull…….
I did as my wife asked and put Tomato Ketchup on the shopping list. I'm
now in trouble because she cant read anything on the list!
I'm unhappy, because I have to work at the museum tonight moving suits of armour...................
I hate knight shifts!
I once made a belt out of old wrist watches....................what a complete
waist of time!
A bag of plaster fell on my head this morning.....................I was rendered unconscious!
The clothes horse I've owned for 15 years broke the other day.......................
It's definitely the end of an Airer!!!
I used to live in a tyre but it got a puncture......................I now live in a flat!
I asked the woman at our local shop if she keeps stationary?
She said: "Yes, but when I get bored I like to dance around a bit!"
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My decorator mate's girlfriend has left him because he painted her twice with
cheese....................... He double glossed her!
I went to the doctors wearing creased clothes..................He says I have an
Iron deficiency!
Two flies are playing football in a saucer.
One says to the other, “Make an effort, we’re playing in the cup tomorrow.”
Two pieces of tarmac drinking in a bar when a piece of red tarmac walked in.
The bar fell silent! "What's up?" asked the first piece of tarmac, "Stay away
from him" his friend replied, "he's a cycle path!"
I went to a new Indian restaurant in town last night and thought I'd try a Pelican
Madras................It was nice but the bill was massive!
I've just taken up fishing. A friend, who has been fishing for ages, advised
me to use liquorice as bait............I caught all sorts !
Was in the kitchen and tripped over the colander. Bent down to pick it up and think
I strained myself.
I asked my doctor if he could refer me to a specialist about my addiction to
board games.
"Draughts, Snakes and ladders, Scrabble, Ludo ~ the list goes on," I told
him.
He asked "Any Chess?"
I said no, I'd rather go private
My local train station just got a digital display board. I suppose that’s just a sign of
the times.
I went to see my doctor the other day. I said “I keep thinking I’m a
supermarket”.
He said “How long have you felt like this”
I said “ Ever since I was Lidl”
A dermatologist friend of mine has quit his job ….. he felt he
couldn’t carry on making rash decisions!!
I brought an aeroplane today. As I was paying for it, the
salesman asked “Do you want to keep the hangar?”
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AS SEEN IN A FRENCH CHURCH

Translation:

It is possible when you enter this church you may hear

the call of God
However, it is less probable that he will contact you by telephone

THANK YOU FOR TURNING OFF YOUR
If you want to speak to God, come in, choose a quiet place and talk
to him.
If you want to see him, send him a text while driving ...
36

NEW FOR 2021

Welcome to our Mission of the Month section. I don’t know if you get it when you
are reading this, but when I am typing on these pages, get so distracted by the
pastries, buns and coffee above. Mind you, you are probably read this with the
real thing in front of you!
As explained in the last edition; the weekly newsletter will carry the current
Mission of the Month and the magazine will then look in more detail at the work of
two missions. Due to how the deadlines fall, the magazine will carry one retrospectively (ie: the magazine will be issued at the end of the month that mission
features) and one prospectively (ie: date of issue is one week prior to this
becoming Mission of the Month). For example: This being the Jul/Aug magazine it
carries the June and July Mission of the Months.
Over the next few pages we will learn more about the work of these two missions,
and find out how we can support them. Whilst we are on the subject of missions,
Stan’s Tales from the Mission Field, reflecting on his time as a Missionary, will
follow, and there may well be other odds and ends of mission related content
included as well.
Before we turn over to read more, a word of thanks to the time behind the coordination of this revised approach, and those who have offered to make and
bake in the name of the cause. Life & Times therefore, extends a big thank you to
Linda Wheeler and Dominie Burns, as well as bakers Ginnie Serpell, Aileen
Nuttall, Rosemary and Chris Tremaine and so many others.
FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT THE MISSION OF THE MONTH ON P43

Mission of the Month
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The Mission of the
Month for
JUNE
was
SAHODAR

Social
And
HOlistic
Development
Attitudinal
Renovation
This little charity was set up to support a Christian NGO started by Four brothers
who came from the village of Garambeshi in Lamjung Nepal. Their vision was to
bring an improvement in education health and social action to their home community.
It has been an exciting year for this small charity. The hospital build has now been
completed. Some funds have been delayed from the local government but we are
hopeful these will soon be forthcoming so that this new building can be put into
use.
Dr Shiva and his team are still working from the old hospital building a converted
farmhouse with outbuildings and emergency shelters left over from the earthquake
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The New Hospital

(2015).This building is 15 beds and the new build is 50 beds. The current Covid
crisis has demonstrated how necessary a more practical and purpose-built building is needed.
The current Hospital manages to provide
Maternity and family planning services
Ultrasound
Breast screening
Vaccinations
Cervical screening
ECG
Endoscopy
X-Ray
General medical and surgical services
Orthopaedic
Dental education and emergency support
Pharmacy
Physiotherapist and rehabilitation
Continues overleaf >>>>>>>
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This has been a huge encouragement and along with the four brothers we can only
give God the thanks and praise for all that he has provided.
The Covid 19 crisis has put great pressure on the resources available. The local
government has however encouraged the development of a Covid ward. It has
been a particularly difficult year for the national
government as their
main income, tourism,
has been badly affected.
The
new
church/
community building is
open for worship.
It is a very young church
and needs our prayers
for spiritual encouragement.
Our aim this year is to continue to raise funds to support the local church, community, medical work and equip the new hospital.
Sahodar can be followed on Facebook also the web page
www.sahodaruk@weebly.com

How about a delicious homemade cake or preserve?
Would you like one in exchange for a donation to the mission of the month?

Dominie Burns is offering marmalade, jam or chutney

Aileen Nuttall is offering her sumptuous fruit cake, various sizes as
requested.

Ginnie Serpell is offering her famous Teabread

Linda Wheeler is offering her carrot cake, a whole tray 24 pieces, half or
quarter tray

Rosemary and Chris Tremaine are offering Weetabix Loaf Cake, healthy
and delicious

Other goodies may also become available, keep an eye on the newsletter
Please ring the donor to order and arrange collection or delivery.
If you would like to join the list and be ‘a cake donor’, please contact Linda
We plan to do this on an ongoing basis, so watch this space!
Along with supporting the Mission of the Month this will help us to keep in
touch.
Any queries: Contact Linda Wheeler 01752 227003
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The Mission of the
Month for
JULY is
THE BIBLE PROJECT

Do you remember many moons ago, before COVID struck, that as a church we
were reading a book of the Bible each week in the evening service to celebrate our
150th Anniversary? Well, if you do, you will remember the fabulous videos shown by
Karl that helped us to understand the book of the Bible we were reading and how it
fitted in to the overall story of Gods rescue plan for His children. The videos are
produced by the non-profit organisation, the Bible Project which is based in Portland, Oregon in America.
The Bible Projects aim is “Helping people experience the Bible as a unified
story that leads to Jesus”. Now, I have
to confess that I find reading the Bible
at times confusing and hard work and I
am sure I am not alone in this. Helping
people to understand scripture was
what led to two college friends and
graduates, Tim Mackie and Jon Collins
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to form the Bible Project, a free
educational resource, using animation to illustrate themes and
books of the bible in a way that
makes it accessible to all.
Both are well qualified with Tim
Mackie holding a Ph D in Semitic Languages and Biblical
Studies and Jon Collins having
a BA in Biblical Studies and a
passion for visual story telling.
In 2014, they put out their first
two videos. Now they have
over 150 videos and 200 podcasts that are seen and experienced worldwide. As all of their resources are free,
their ability to make new videos depends on crowdfunding, Christians from all
around the world donating money to ensure that the Word of God continues to be
spread. Interestingly the demographics of those that use the Bible Project the
most is 18 – 45 year olds; the same demographic missing from many churches.
As a church we have benefited from the animations that the Bible Project have
produced and I know that my Bible reading as well as others in our congregation,
has been enhanced by the knowledge and insights that these animations give. I
am therefore really pleased that it has been chosen as a mission of the month. If
you have yet to experience the Bible project, then I would urge you to go to bibleproject.com or follow the link on Emmanuel’s web page.
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For a taster of The Bible Project videos - which as you listen, draw the designs
you see in the pictures in this article, - follow these links.
The Book of Lamentations here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p8GDFPdaQZQ
and
The Book of Acts here
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CGbNw855ksw

A TIME TO REFLECT
Put the kettle on, grab a slice of cake
and reflect on the work of our
Missions of the Edition!

Mission of the Month
43

One of Karl’s morning prayers recently reminded me of an
occasion involving a British, ocean-going, cargo ship. They
travel 2,000 miles up the Amazon to Iquitos in Peru. I was travelling downstream in a canoe with
outboard motor to hold a service in Caiambé and
saw this ship coming upstream towards me. The
river was about 2 or more miles across at that
point but the deep channel was only about 100
yards from the south bank.
I moved out to mid river to avoid the worst of the
wash, but was paying more attention to the ship
than to where I was going! About a mile from
shore I hit a sandbank that was only covered by
an inch of water and immediately broke the soft
pin designed to break before any damage is done
to the engine, rather like a fuse on an electrical circuit. I always carried spares and tools to replace it.
I had to get out of the canoe to do the repair, walking on the submerged sandbank, giving a perfect
impression to those on the ship of Jesus walking
Me in a canoe!
on the water in the middle of the Sea of Galilee! I
have often wondered about the conversations that went on aboard that ship and
the contents of letters home! I just finished and got back into the canoe about a
minute before the wash hit me!
Some years later there was another event involving a British cargo ship that gave
us many laughs. The mission treasurer in England, Gordon Hoskins, an actuary
from a large London City company, was visiting South America with his wife and
took time off from work to visit the Missionaries. He got as far as Iquitos before
discovering that flights to Brazil were cancelled as the Tefé airstrip was closed for
resurfacing and Manaus was out of range for the small plane used.
Fortunately a British ship was in the port, and he managed to persuade the captain to attempt to drop them at Alvarães. We of course, not having phones or
other communication with the outside world, knew nothing of this. A dark, rainy,
muddy, Sunday evening, I was about to go with Freda (a single missionary) to
lead the evening service at Church, whilst Maureen got the children to bed. We
were suddenly disturbed by a thumping at the door, and we answered to find a
frightening looking bearded man in oilskins, bearing a large machete. He introduced himself as the ship’s First Officer, and said he had some visitors for us at
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the beach! Apparently the Captain had reduced speed to the minimum to maintain
steerage, lowered a lifeboat with the Officer (who spoke some Portuguese) and
the Hoskins and sent them to find us!!! The officer could not stop to help as he
had to catch up with the ship which was already hooting for him to hurry up!
Not expecting visitors the house
was a mess, so Maureen lent her
The vastness of the Amazon
some wellingtons and I took them
to church (and we were only 5
minutes late starting the service).
Maureen organised help with the
baggage, then tidied up, prepared
a bed, etc. all before the service
ended. There was much jollity in
church when I introduced Gordon,
as he was very rotund, about
three times the size of the average Brazilian, and his name
sounded just like the Brazilian
word ‘gordão’ which means
The family at Jacaré
‘Fatty’!!!
They stayed for a few days, and
we took them for an overnight visit
to an interior village, Jacaré,
where we were planting a church.
The whole visit could easily have
formed a basis for an episode of
The Vicar of Dibley! Remember
that Gordon Hoskins was a rather
posh London businessman, and
this was a tiny riverside settlement in the middle of the Amazon!
Just a couple of tasters.
Bed time, or rather Hammock time. Hammocks can be strung up anywhere and
there are special mosquito nets for them which also provide the only privacy. We
put two hammocks in one net, one strung tight and the other below it hanging
looser. Mrs. Hoskins got in the bottom one but when Gordon (Fatty) got in the top
one there was a sudden scream of “Gordon Bennett” as his hammock stretched to
within half an inch of her nose. Three or four adjustments later and they were able
to settle down.
2 am, pelting with rain, and Mrs. Hoskins needed the loo. No such thing as a toilet, just the jungle. Maureen and Freda had umbrellas which they held over her
but the jungle was about 200 yards away. The rain would clear anything in a few
seconds so they suggested she squat near the house in the dark. O.K. until the
house owner heard noises, thought it was a wild animal and suddenly shone a
powerful torch onto a highly embarrassed mooning visitor.
We may be poor but we do see life!
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According to Matthew’s Gospel (ch 28 v 19), Jesus’ last instruction to the disciples was “Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit”. Known as the Great Commission this was the birth of the church and Christianity.
Emmanuel picked up this baton many years ago with the establishment of the
Mission Committee. Under the stewardship of many church stalwarts including
Mike Parker, Mike Cooke, Isabel Sheppard and Linda Wheeler, the committee
has overseen the giving and fundraising for many mission projects home and
abroad. Help has been given in the form of regular monthly donations (a budget
of approximately £5-6000 a year), coffee morning contributions or on the spur
collections for natural disasters.
In today’s modern society with all its social media and technical advances, it
seems almost impossible that anyone could not have heard of Jesus. Yet this still
remains the case, and hearing the name of Jesus and understanding his gift of
salvation are of course two different things. This is why mission is still as essential today as it was 2000 years ago. The Good News of Jesus needs to be
shown, not only in what we say but also in what we do.
The Covid pandemic has had a profound effect on both charities and Churches
worldwide. As a PCC we wanted to pause and reflect on the changes it has
brought. So we have asked the Mission Committee to start with a blank sheet to
allow it to review its donations and recipients. We are also asking you, the congregation, to engage with us and provide suggestions of Christian charities, organizations or individual missionaries that you think that we as a church should
support. Their focus can be local, national or international, helping to spread the
Word of God or showing God’s Love in action. They could be recipients of a regular donation or a one off donation. Every three years a review will be held and
once again, you the congregation will be asked to contribute ideas.
Today, the Good News of Jesus and the love of God are shown in many different
ways, helping to reach many different types of people. Engaging with and supporting the means by which this is done is one of the greatest gifts Emmanuel
can give back to its worldwide neighbours.
If you have a suggestion for a mission project/organization/individual to support
please fill in the form at the back of church and give to Chris Benson or email him
on chrisbenson2203@gmail.com with the following information; Name of the mission project/organization/individual, their contact details, registered charity number (if known or applicable) and a brief synopsis of what they do. Suggestions
need to be submitted by the 13th September.
Thank you for helping in our commission to mission!
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Having adopted St Boniface as the patron saint of Devon, the Diocese held the
second of the now annual celebration, an awards and commemoration service to
honour those who have been an inspiration in the way they follow Christ, live out
their faith and made a significant impact on the lives of those around them. The
award of the St Boniface medal, admitting these special volunteers to the newly
formed Company of St Boniface is a public way of saying a huge thank you. The
Company of St Boniface has been introduced by Bishop Robert to recognise
those unsung heroes of Devon’s church communities, the people who have gone
above and beyond to live out their Christian faith in their local communities or
overseas. Among those receiving the St Boniface Medal in 2021 was our very
own Katie Freeman. The text which follows comes from the Exeter Diocese website.
Katie has been nominated for services to
Religious Education. She is the new Chair of
the National Association of Teachers of Religious Education (NaTRE), the first time in 18
years a primary school teacher and early
years’ specialist has been chosen for the
role. She has spoken about the importance
of religious education in parliament and at
national conferences. She is a member of
the Church of England RE Working Group,
helping to shape national RE policy. Derek
Holloway, a member of the group, says “She
is excellent, bringing cutting-edge RE classroom practice.” Katie supports over 40 RE
teachers across Plymouth and beyond as
the RE hub leader for the city. The Revd Tatiana Wilson, from the diocese Education Department, says “Katie’s passion for the subject is contagious. She is very generous in
sharing her expertise and skilling others to
become better teachers of Religious Education, not just locally in Plymouth, but also regionally and nationally.”
Katie said: “I am extremely touched that
someone has taken the time to nominate me
for this award and feel honoured to be receiving it. It is a real privilege to work at a
Church of England School and to work within
the RE community.”

News from around the Diocese: exeter.anglican.org/
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In
our
Children’s
groups,
Our
Kids
Church, we have had
a busy few weeks.
In Mini Explorers, we
have been following
the story of how God
created the world. We
have planted sunflower seeds (plants and
flowers),
decorated
fish (sea).
The Kingz Kidz also
made bird feeders.
In one session, the
Mini Explorers and the
Kings worked together
to make a >>>>>>>
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>>>>>> Bug Hotel for the little
creatures which live in the hall
garden. They also released a
buttlerfly and went on a bug
hunt, with Ruth, in the church
grounds.
Meanwhile, the Pathfinders
have been eating toast, drinking

hot chocolate and working their
way through the Christianity
Explored course, under Ste’s
tuition, inside and outside!
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your I have heard of at least 7 of our congregation who have volunteered at vaccine
centres, Jane Turner, Jeannette Eden,
Richard McGuiness will have taken re- Jack and Lee Rickard, Janet Asman
tirement from Babcock by the time this and Ken and Ann Taylor. Apologies if
is published. He started his electrical there are more names. Our thanks to
life in HM Dockyard Portsmouth before them for this valuable community work.
moving to Plymouth Dockyard, and
RMW
subsequently became part of Babcock.
He is one of a good many folks who
have brought their dockyard skills from
Mutley to Emmanuel. He is a keen
member of the Early Birds gathering on
Friday mornings at 8am.
Mike Parker on
91st birthday in May.

reaching

Some of you kindly prayed for my good
friend Martin Weaver. Sadly, he had
been ill all his life and at the age of 50
his liver gave out. I was honoured to be
asked to give the eulogy for his service,
and then to my surprise to take the
whole service in at Weston Mill crem.
He and his mother would come to the
coffee mornings in the Oval Room. The
eulogy follows on the next pages. Ed!

Groundforce is back!
Saturday 10th July, 0930 to 1230.
Come along, even if you can only
spare an hour. Wear gloves and bring
a favourite tool if you have one. A
limited number of tools will be
provided, but your enthusiasm will be
even better.
Aims:
 Pick up rubbish,
 Cut back undergrowth.
 Pull ivy off trees, and in the
undergrowth.
Coffee provided. If you can come
please let me know on 01752 227003.

A general appeal has gone out to make
financial contributions to the new charity Convacs, helping countries with little
chance of receiving enough vaccines.
It is with great sadness that we have
learnt of the death of Eric Boyce who
moved to the north where they found
accommodation for themselves and
Helen. To June and Helen go our deepest sympathy.

Send you news into Ron: ronwheeler10@gmail.com
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TOP: Contact Centre have been growing sunflower seeds
BOTTOM: Our thanks to those who tend the Japanese garden between the
buildings. Photos by The Editor
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As read, as the eulogy, by Ron, at Martin’s funeral.
Martin first came to my notice a few years ago in the changing rooms at the Devonshire Sports and Racquet Club, now renamed, when this very focussed man
was in a new Argyle strip complete with Argyle sports bag.
We used to swim together, along with Pat Flanagan (also present today I see),
and we would move from the gym into the pool & then to the outside pool where it
was less crowded. You might be thinking of wild swimming! But I must confess, it
was heated!
WELL, THAT’S WHAT THE MANAGEMENT SAID!
I soon learnt that clothes were Martin’s thing. He spent most of his money from
his two cleaning jobs on smart sports shirts and trainers and was a frequent patron of a gentlemen’s outfitters at the top of Mayflower Street.
Now his jobs, one at Crownhill Police station and one in a Primary School were
well spaced out in the day which allowed him plenty of time to help his Mum Margaret around the house, and to attend to his other love, the garden, especially
roses. But above all he loved people and he was popular with his colleagues at
work, chatting and entertaining them, especially Sarah who befriended him and
who was a great companion. Talking of loving people, he was very generous with
his time. He came to help me in my garden and gave me some useful tips about
dealing with a steep bank where it was getting difficult to cut the grass. He also
taught me a thing or two about weeding, where I was a little chary about getting
my hands dirty & wore rather clumsy gloves, but he just went in with his fingers
and took out the weeds! It was during this time together, he told me he believed in
God. We did manage to get Margaret and Martin to several coffee mornings and
Margaret to Tea-Break once, and they regarded Emmanuel as their church.
Martin has been dogged with illness all his life. At three years old he fought off
leukaemia. Because of this, at school he had to avoid contact with children who
had measles. Later in life he had bowel cancer, and the consultant Professor
called on Margaret to say she had a very brave son! Another battle won! I remember seeing him in hospital, always cheerful. There were other times when he was
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unwell too. He once told Margaret
that he could never have children
because of his health. But his life
has left us an endearing respect for
his toughness, and his get up and
carry-on attitude. Perhaps, this is
the best lesson we can take away
with us today. It was only when his
liver gave out that the hospital said
they could do no more for him and
he movingly held out his hand to
Margaret and mustered the energy
to say, “Goodbye Mum,”
He loved his car too, and often
gave friends a lift home such as his
co-worker as Sarah, a cleaner at
Crownhill police station here today,
will vouch. On Saturday morning,
he would take Margaret to Waitrose
in Saltash. I remember this smart
white Audi, which I had a lift in
once. He was very single-minded
and was not easily diverted when
other colleagues asked him why he
did not use cheaper shops like Aldi
or Lidl?
It was similar with his Argyle strip
not being easily distracted even
when they were not promoted Then
one day he changed, dropped Argyle who were not up to form and
went back to following Bristol City, a
place he had had happy memories
of when his father John was alive.
So here we are today wearing red
showing Bristol City’s colours,
which he would have SO appreciated.
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‘‘You want to what?!’ bellowed the Sergeant Major as he twisted and contorted his
face in a futile attempt to contain the boiling rage that was turning his yellow head
red.
‘I wish to leave…and work for the bees,’ stammered Corporal Payne as he hovered in front of his commanding officer. The junior wasp had the lowest sting rate
in the ranks and had been called to Sergeant Major Scorn’s, hexagon shaped, office to account for his actions.
‘Only the Queen can grant your freedom and that has to be for exceptional service to the colony and you are far from exceptional.’ Sergeant Major Scorn
stopped his flying and dropped down to his desk, as if he had been struck hard
on the head by a thought. He pulled out a sheet a paper and scribbled on it.
‘There, your sting quota for the day.’ He tossed the sheet across the room in the
general direction of the corporal.
Picking it up Corporal Payne saw that the Sergeant Major had adjusted the standard amount on the sting log sheet.
‘Ten!!...but…but…no one has ever surpassed five in one day.’
‘Get it done you get your freedom, now get out!’
Flying out of the nest Payne headed towards the fields and meadows that surround the shed he called home. He landed on a fence and contemplated how he
was going to complete his task in the hours of sunlight available. His concentration on his calculations was broken when a family of four and their dog walked by.
‘Better make a start’ sighed the Corporal as he checked his stinger was in the attack position. His training had taught him to favour a hit and run attack pattern.
Following the family for a few minutes he spotted an ideal location for an ambush.
Hiding himself in a gorse bush he waited, primed and ready. As the family rounded the path Payne selected his target. The dog ran ahead. Payne flew out, he
made a bee line for the canine. The dog snarled. Payne panicked and darted
back into the bush.
After regaining his courage Corporal Payne emerged from the shrub. His antenna
twitched, there was strawberry jam out there and where there was jam there was
likely people. After systematically searching the area Payne finally located an elderly couple having a picnic in the meadow. Bearing down on his would-be victims the wasp shot himself at them like a jam seeking missile. Suddenly he
screeched to a mid-air halt. A rich lavender honey smell was overriding his senses. Corporal Payne headed to investigate. On a grass verge he discovered a
pocket of rare woodland flowers coming into bloom ‘Bet they would make excellent honey. Oh to be a bee,’ the young Corporal mused before remembering the
picnicking pair. However they were now gone.
Flying on Corporal Payne came upon a carpark and one careless driver had left a
window partly open. The wasp dropped himself inside and hid under the passen-
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ger’s seat. It was not long until the owner returned. Once on the open road Payne
made his move. As he darted out from under the seat there was a hum of a motor.
A gush of cool air filled the car. It was a convertible. As the roof went down Corporal Payne found himself fighting against the violent swoosh of incoming wind.
The violent air currents blew the tiny wasp out of the accelerating vehicle.
Wind battered and worn out the exhausted Corporal collapsed in the conservatory
of the house that had the garden that housed the shed that he called home. ‘I will
end them all,’ a grey haired human male spat as he read a newspaper. As the man
grumbled on Corporal Payne listened in. ‘There’s one right there, I’ll have him.’
The man swiped at the resting Corporal, the wasp darted left, then right and escaped out through an open window.
The Corporal raced back to the shed and shot up the base of the beachball size
nest. Weaving in and out of the internal honeycomb structure he burst into Sergeant Major Scorn’s office
‘What is the meaning of this?’ bellowed the senior wasp who had been in deep
conversation with the Queen.
‘Your Majesty…’ panted Corporal Payne as he ignored the Sergeant Major’s
booming question, ‘..the human man.. he is planning on…exterminating our home.’
‘Have you heard about this Sergeant Major?’
‘No Mam. It’s likely an excuse for lack of stinging your Majesty. The boy is a bit of
a slacker, he wants to work for…’ Scorn stopped as the strong stench of petrol began to fill the room. The fumes had seeped through the paper mâché like exterior
of the colony walls.
‘Sergeant Major I suggest you sound the evacuation alarm.’
Within minutes the colony of wasps where disgorging out of the hive like a torrent
of yellow and black water. The noise was like the sound of an ever-revving engine,
increasing in volume until it became deafening. As the swarm rocketed out of the
shed Corporal Payne looked back to see the colony engulfed in a ball of fire.
After a day and night of swarming around the countryside the wasps landed in a
hollow of an old tree. As the colony began to construct a new home, Corporal
Payne was summoned to an audience with the Queen.
‘By alerting us to the danger you have performed an exceptional service to the colony. Your Sergeant Major here says you have a request, is that correct?’
Payne nodded.
‘I have the power to grant your request. What is it?’
The young Corporal moved to answer, but no noise was forthcoming. He could
feel his vocal cords contracting, his throat was turning numb as if it had been
stung, his wings where sweating as his nerves removed the moisture from his
mouth. He felt the big bug eyes of the Queen drilling into him waiting for his reply.
Then Sergeant Major Scorn spoke.
‘The lad wishes to leave the colony to so he can go and work for the bees.’
‘Then his wish shall be granted.’‘
Good luck Corporal’ saluted the Sergeant Major as Payne headed off to follow his
dream.
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(Based on a testimonial talk given to DIMES on Saturday 5th June by Louise A)
The Covid C has come to dominate many of our lives over the last 14 months or
so. I imagine all of us had times when we felt like our focus was on surviving and
not much else, often allowing fear to rule our daily lives and so losing sight of the
ultimate purpose for which we are all here. In the midst of the Covid craziness,
how did we (and how can we still) keep focused on and living for the far greater C
– God’s Great Commission?
The aim of this article is to share a little of my own journey over the last year. I
hope it will serve as a glimpse into our ongoing ministry, how Covid has affected
that and share some of the Good News stories that have come even in the midst
of a 3rd C, which we have all faced at different parts of the last year, Challenge.

Refocused on prayer as ministry - Just as we were all about to launch into
Lockdown last year, I was part of a mission’s mobilisation conference in Cornwall,
which ended up being cancelled half way through as Lockdown began to loom
over us. I ended up on the beach praying with one of the participants instead.
This set the theme for months to come. Many of us, I am sure, found ourselves
being Marys more than Marthas over the last year – restricted from busyness and
realizing one of our greatest ministry outlets was through getting on our knees
and praying. All of us, as we get older, face restrictions and find ourselves almost
forced into that place of prayer, and the limitations of lockdowns had the same affect – bringing us to our knees; one of the most powerful acts of obedience to Jesus that we could do.
Lockdown locked us all into the small world of our homes, our upper room. Remember Jesus appearing to His disciples in the upper room? No locks can lock
Him out. As we pray, we realize our prayers can go where we cannot, releasing
God’s power in ways beyond our understanding. So prayer became a key part of
my ministry in the last 14 months, as I’m sure was true for you too. Sometimes
not knowing how to pray, but realizing God was still very much at work. That His
great commission for ALL nations to come to know Him and experience His love
and power hadn’t stopped just because the world was in a pandemic panic. That I
needed to spend time listening to His heartbeat and pray into His purposes more
than anything else. So, praying with and for colleagues in India became a priority.
I was reminded of when I left the orphanage where I worked in Romania almost
30 years ago and could no longer help the kids practically, but realized I could still
impact their lives, perhaps to an even greater level, through prayer from afar.
At times, in the recent crisis for India, I have struggled to know how to pray feel-
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ing I have said all there is to say already. Maybe you can relate. Two key principles
that have guided me in those times have been:
a) The concept of circling something in prayer, coming back to it again and again,
as if drawing a clear circle around it (See Mark Batterson “The Circle Maker”)
b) Keeping on knocking, seeking, asking until the breakthrough comes (Luis Palau’s concept of knocking down a wall, strike by strike).
In our Dimes session, we also saw an encouraging testimony of how prayer
strengthened one of our colleagues in India, when he lost his wife due to Covid
and yet was able to share publically of his hope in Jesus with his 2 year old son on
his shoulders just hours after her death.

Focusing on IT based ministry – Many of us found ourselves focusing more on
what we COULD do, than what we could not during this last year – and so online/
IT related ministries flourished. Some years ago, in Varanasi, we developed a
short series of 7 Bible stories to help Hindus understand how the Bible presents
Jesus as the Moksh giver – the one true provider of salvation, the one who can set
them free from the endless cycle of death and re-birth. We had already developed
this into a small booklet to help believers share these stories with their friends and
families, but our dream was to produce an animated series of the stories for
YOUtube. Bit by bit over the last 12 months, God has connected me with gifted
people willing to volunteer their time and skills to the project –
from Canada, to India, to Thailand.
We have just released the first animation of the series on
Youtube, in English and Hindi. Please pray it bears MUCH fruit
in pointing those who watch it to Jesus. Here is the link:
(4) Moksh! (ममममम) Story 1 Perfect Creation - Siddh Shristi YouTube
Please help us promote it and increase the likelihood of it being found in searches by doing all of the following: 1. View 2. Like 3. Subscribe 4.
Prayerfully pass the link to others 5. PRAY it’s anointed by God! Every click affects
the algorithms and will only take 5 minutes of your time.
Discipling Muslim Background Believers in Plymouth - Part of our local ministry is in discipling new believers from a Persian background, most of whom are
Asylum seekers and refugees. After 4 years the group has grown to include about
20 Farsi speakers from Iran, Kurdistan and Afghanistan connected to several different Plymouth churches. Many
of these people (understandably)
were struggling with mental health
challenges, even before Lockdown. Maintaining our weekly fellowship and teaching was an essential life-line for them.
This time a year ago, like everyone else, we were on a fast learning curve to transition from doing
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“church” face-to-face to on-line. We
have been thankful for a number of resources that have enabled us to study
the Bible together in Farsi and focus on
issues particularly relevant to new believers from a Muslim background. We
also had several fun picnics between
lockdowns, squeezed in a one-night
camp and most recently celebrated the
new “30 people outdoors” rule with a
BBQ at Emmanuel – many thanks to
Ron and Linda for the charcoal!
Perhaps the biggest highlight was our baptism. Two members of the group were
keen to get baptised last February, but we had to wait until early September to
make it happen. So, there was plenty of time to prepare. The number of ‘baptism
candidates’ grew. And on 13th September 2020 we baptized 6 men and 2 ladies at
Devil’s Point – Kurds, Iranians and one Afghan J
Internationals in Plymouth, hungry for friendship - Through the Iranians, we
have connected with other asylum seekers and refugees, opening the way for
deepening friendships. Sometimes people think that to be part of God’s Great
Commission to the least reached Muslim, Buddhist and Hindu peoples you need
to travel to the other side of the world. The reality is they are right here on our
doorstep in Plymouth and hungry for friendship. There are many opportunities to
disciple those who have come to know Jesus and support them as they grow in
their new-found faith. And many opportunities to build friendships with those who
haven’t yet come to Christ and bring them closer to knowing Him. We just need to
pray and proactively seek out opportunities and God will arrange the appointments!
Family – our Jerusalem! - The Great Commission is about sharing God’s love
and truth in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the Ends of the Earth. Bringing the
powerful message of His grace and forgiveness and making disciples of ALL peoples. I believe many of us have also rightly felt that family was a high priority this
last year. In many ways, our families are our Jerusalem. Helping them through
the journey of life and the challenges connected with the big C, Covid is a vital
part of our calling. Whilst we do that, however let’s not lose sight of those beyond
our Jerusalem. God is calling all of us to focus on our families AND, at the same
time, recognise the urgency of the task to bring His truth to all peoples.
Essential workers – we are ALL essential to God and His work … I hope this encourages you with some of the ways God has led me to continue focusing on the
Great Commission in the last 18 months. We are ALL essential workers in God’s
eyes. Keep on pursuing your own God given calling within the Great Commission
as “key workers” for the Kingdom!
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS!
The Big Knit is back. Innocent drinks and Age UK
have teamed up for a fundraising adventure.
This involves knitting or crocheting little hats..

and sending them to Innocent drinks or our local
Age UK office. For every drink sold with a little hat,
Innocent will donate 25p to Age UK.

Go to The Big Knit website for pattern ideas and
more information.
Happy Knitting!
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Here is part 3 of Becky
Bale’s testimony

In the summer of 1989,
Graham and I went on the
Love Europe Mission, organised by Operation Mobilization. We spent a week in Germany receiving training
with a particular emphasis on reaching people from Muslim
backgrounds, then Graham joined a team in London. I spent
three weeks in Paris with about 100 other mainly young people doing Open Air outreach, door to door, running children’s
holiday clubs and showing the film ‘Jesus’ in Arabic. Prior to this experience I
had always said (to myself) that I would never do door to door - a dangerous
statement to make!! God obviously has a great sense of humour and decided to
put me out of my comfort zone well and truly, but also graciously provided everything I needed to be able to do what he required.
After three out of four years at Rolle, I interrupted my course for a year and
moved to Plymouth, where I worked as a part-time cleaner in a home for adults
with special needs. I shared a house with a friend
from Plymouth Methodist Central Hall, where Graham
continued to worship after initially being involved
there as a student. In May 1991 Graham and I got
married. I then completed my fourth year of studies,
having my final year teaching practice at St Budeaux
Foundation Junior School (where Tim Lyddon was the
head teacher at the time).
As a newly married couple we felt we should support
our local church (Morice Baptist) and I served in Sunday School there as well as running two summer holiday clubs.
After our first son, Simeon, was born, Graham was
made redundant and I started looking for a teaching
job. A friend told me about a small Christian School

‘…a threefold cord is not easily
broken.’ (Ecclesiastes 4:12)
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that was looking for a teacher and so I got in touch with ‘Plantings’ (run by Peverell
Community Church). I started teaching there part-time; when Graham found employment, my younger sister Sarah moved in with us to help me with childcare and
she also joined the Plantings staff on a part-time basis in the nursery. Eventually
we joined the church and moved into the Peverell area. I continued to serve at
Plantings as our family grew, and our four children all went to nursery and school
there.
During our time at Peverell Community Church, I taught in
Sunday School and also got involved in leading worship on a
Sunday morning. Some friends gave me a Strong’s Concordance, which I found was a game changer in terms of Bible
study; helping me grow in my understanding of God’s word and
its application to my own life, as well as enabling me to be
more effective when explaining the Bible to others.
In 2008, we moved to Mutley Baptist Church, where our children all settled in well to Mutley Youth. We had already made a difficult decision to
move the children from Plantings School and were amazed at how the Lord
opened up places for them at Coombe Dean School (for Simeon, Joseph and Jonathan) and Hyde Park Junior School (for Anna). I decided to go into Hyde Park
Juniors as a parent volunteer and it wasn’t long before I got a job, firstly as a
mealtime assistant and then as a TA. I became involved in the children’s/families’
work at church and it was fantastic to be able to combine my different roles at
Christmas; accompanying Hyde Park children to and from Mutley Baptist Church
for their Christmas concert practices and making the staff feel welcome by providing hot drinks /refreshments during these sessions.
In 2010, Graham and myself applied to be part of a mission team going to Nepal
(to support a group of Nepali Christians by running medical camps and providing
teacher training in a fairly remote rural area). Having originally been turned down,
two spaces became available and we ended up making very last minute arrangements with our places of work to enable us to go in February 2011. Neither of us
had told the other, but we had both believed God had been telling us we would be
going - His timing is perfect and we can trust Him to open up the way even when it
doesn’t look likely! This was a very significant trip for us in terms of learning to
trust - we found ourselves in some very interesting situations! Following this trip,
SAHODAR UK was formed with the purpose of continuing to support the work going on in Garambesi. We returned to Nepal with two smaller teams in 2015 and
2018; presently I continue to serve as an SUK trustee.
In 2015, our children’s worker at Mutley Baptist Church stepped down from her
role. At the time, we were awaiting the start of a new senior and assistant pastor.
I strongly believed that God was wanting me to ‘step up’ and take on more responsibility for a time, so after going through an interview process, I took on the role of
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part-time voluntary Children’s Worker in September. During this time I sought to
forge stronger links between the children’s work and the families’ work and organise appropriate training for volunteers. I
enjoyed attending weekly mum and toddler
sessions and organising activities for the
school aged children at Saturday morning
Buzz Club. I served in this role until the
end of 2016, and then returned to being a
volunteer group leader.
During the following couple of years, we
went through quite a difficult time at
Church, where Graham had also been
serving as an elder. Towards the end of
The safest place to be is in the
centre of God’s will!
2018, we felt we had no choice but to leave
Mutley, along with a number of others. We
continued to meet as a support group in people’s homes to encourage one another
and pray about the way forward. Gradually, people started to explore other fellowships and we made the decision to come to Emmanuel. We have been so encouraged by the warm welcome and support we have received since being here.
This pretty much brings me up to date! I am so grateful to be able to look back and
see God’s hand at work, not just in the bigger life events, but also in the mundane
every day little things. I have had countless struggles, some big, some small, and
made many mistakes over the years, but have learnt that there is nothing I can do
that will make Him love me any less, and also, nothing I can do that will make Him
love me any more than He already does - His grace is truly sufficient. Therein lies
true freedom!

You have been reading...
At the end of Dad’s Army, Allo’ Allo and Hi-de-Hi, the performance credits
begin with ‘You have been watching’. Well, here are some questions, in no
particular order, the answers of which you have been reading...
1. What did Peter and Ian eat?
2. What was 227oz?
3. Who wrote the Bible book puzzle?
4. When is Groundforce Day?
5. What was Martin’s car?
6. Who received a St Boniface Medal?
7. Which moth are we looking out for?
8. What did Holly build with the Mini Explorers and the Kingz Kidz?
9. Who wrote the Sahodar article?
10. Who wrote The Coop Way?
11. When is National Doughnut Week?
Answers:
Q1: p26

Q2: p31
Q3: p30

Q6: p4
Q7: p24

Q4: p50
Q5:p53
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Q8: p49
Q9: p38

Q10: p12
Q11: p32

PLEASE KEEP YOUR STAMPS
A reminder that you can quite easily help the
"Embrace the Middleeast" (previously BibleLands)

Please save the following used postage stamps
ALL FOREIGN
UK OVER 60p
UK PICTORIAL (but not Christmas ones)
(NB: Used UK ordinary 1st & 2nd. Class stamps are of no value and not needed)

Please trim round the stamp including the postmark, leaving a half-inch
border, and hand a batch from time to time to Mike Cooke or put them
in the box at Emmanuel Church
.

PAGE 30
Alphabetical list of books in puzzle.
Acts
Amos
Chronicles
Esther
Exodus
Ezra
Hebrews
Hosea
James
Joel
John
Jonah
Judges
Kings
Lamentations
Luke
Malachi
Mark
Micah
Nahum
Numbers
Peter
Philemon
Revelation
Ruth
Samuel
Solomon
Titus
Zephaniah
PAGE 31
Q1. Wales
Q5. Aubergine

Q2. Ecuador
Q6. Speakeasy

PAGE 33
Q1. Cricket Bat Q2. QPR

Q3. Connecticut
Q7. Raccoon

Q3. Elevator
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Daniel
Genesis
Job
Jude
Leviticus
Matthew
Obadiah
Romans
Timothy

Q4. Monkey puzzle
Q8. Edwardian
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