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Wednesday 2nd October 1872. Phileas Fogg of London and his newly
employed French valet Passepartout have accepted a challenge set by the
Reform Club. To circumnavigate the world in 80 days! Hampered by Detective Fix
who has mistaken Fogg for a criminal, the intrepid duo carry on regardless and
with seconds to spare complete the challenge.
Tuesday 15th November 1577. Sir Francis Drake sets sail from Plymouth on
a mission to circumnavigate the world. Bad weather hampered the start, and after
sheltering in Falmouth, they returned to Plymouth for repairs. They tried again on
13th December the same year. It took them three years.
Spring of 44 AD. Paul, accompanied by Barnabas set off on their first
Missionary journey – to the ends of the known world. Preaching in synagogues,
and spreading the Gospel in such Paphos and Antioch. Hampered by rebellion
they were thrown out of Antioch and stoned in Lystra.
Paul’s journey took in nine known countries; Fogg, albeit in a work of fiction,
crossed sixteen. It is not known how many times, if any, Drake got off the Golden
Hind. Each were hampered in their task by something. As Christians we are often
hampered in our mission by something – in a lot cases our own confidence etc. In
each case the explorers carried on regardless. We however, are possibly less
good at that. As we work out our local mission, finding our confidence to carry on
in the face of uncertainty, this edition will help with our prayers for the world –
without being hampered by anything other than the time we allow. By page sixtyfour seventeen different countries will have been mentioned in articles, a further
twenty-three different ones will appear in our flags quiz and on top of all that
touch on Flanders, France, remember a childhood in South Africa and travel
down the River Japura (Brazil to Columbia) with Stan. Keep in your prayers
Christian mission in those countries, the impact of a global pandemic and as
Christmas approaches, the need to spread the gospel’s Good News to the very
ends of the Earth.
There is remembrance, memories, stories, testimonies, perspectives and
achievements. There is also fun, jokes, quizzes, trees, mincemeat and cake! Oh,
and absolutely no Brussels sprouts! Sit back, relax, keep warm and spend a dark
evening or two with a glass of mulled wine and magazine which will warm you,
make you laugh, encourage your prayer life and make you think.
Merry Christmas.
Cover picture: Snowy Christmas scene
Editor: John Kowalski
Proof Reader: Richard Line
Regular Contributors: Rev Karl Freeman, Tim Lyddon, Ron Wheeler, Stan Porter, Mike
Cooke, Owen Kowalski, Sheila Clifford and The Mission Committee.
Copy Deadline for next issue: 5pm, 14th December

Website: www.emmanuelplymouth.co.uk
Facebook: search ‘Emmanuel with St. Paul’s
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Dear Church!
In chapter 4 of the second letter to the Corinthians, Paul
wrote,
“Therefore, because we have this ministry, we do not lose heart!”
Thence he continued his encouragement to his fellow disciples. He was speaking
from in the midst of persecution both outside and, shamefully, also from inside the
church. Nevertheless, his perception of the world, his place in it and the faith remained steadfast.
In the same year he wrote also to the Roman church,
“If God is for us, who is against us?”
and a few verses on…
“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him
who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Sadly, these verses are all too often only dwelt upon at funeral services, but they
are words for us all here and now! Right now, life has changed for us, but
not our purpose or our ultimate security in Jesus Christ.
Not long after beginning of all the restrictions we have come to know, I remember
talking about rather enjoying the take-off and landing of a flight in a plane but getting easily bored and frustrated in mid-flight. Right now, we are well and truly into
those mid-flight blues. So many restrictions and yet still no firm promise of timing
on vaccine, and still we remain without the certainty of a cure. These are indeed
testing times for all of us in one way or another.

It was James, who in his epistle wrote,
Consider it pure joy, my brothers, when you encounter trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance.…
Continues overleaf >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> It’s not that there is joy because of our trials, it because we are assured
that the testing of our faith will eventually yield a greater perseverance in our
Christian lives. The writer to the Hebrews reminds us (12:11-12),
No discipline seems enjoyable at the time, but painful.
Later on, however, it yields a harvest of righteousness and peace to
those who have been trained by it. Therefore, strengthen your limp
hands and weak knees.…
So let us continue to let these times shape and form us. Let us prevail upon Christ
to strengthen our limp hands and weak knees. Let these times keep asking us what
matters really matter and where our true joy and confidence are to be found. And,
most importantly, let us pray that we remember these lessons and that what they
are forming in us remains when these days have passed - as they will in the end!
I wonder if you have been keeping a journal of your thoughts and things you want
to remember that you have learned? Maybe now would be a good time to start so
that what are currently times of testing will indeed, when we look back, be times
which brought about blessing.

As I quoted from Archbishop Tutu, I will always remain not so much an optimist, but
a prisoner of hope! We will get there in the end! And in the meantime, what a
blessed church family we have to travel with!
Praying every blessing in Christ upon you,
Rev Karl
l
21st October 2020
(Originally Bulletin 21)
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For the Fallen

By Laurence Binyon (1914)

With proud thanksgiving, a mother for her children,
England mourns for her dead across the sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.
Solemn the drums thrill; Death august and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres,
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.
They went with songs to the battle, they were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and aglow.
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted;
They fell with their faces to the foe.
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They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them.
They mingle not with their laughing comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of home;
They have no lot in our labour of the day-time;
They sleep beyond England's foam.
But where our desires are and our hopes profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land they are
known
As the stars are known to the Night;
As the stars that shall be bright when we are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly plain;
As the stars that are starry in the time of our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.
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Remember & hope

By Charles Royden

Reflections in silences and speak such volumes. The fact
that year in year out over more than 100 years we pause
in silence to remember those who paid the ultimate
sacrifice - who gave their lives, just as Jesus did, for the
souls of so many, speak a great testament to the esteem
in which we hold them. But as Charles Royden now
reminds us our act of remembrance, like the poppy,
should our symbol of hope.

This silence is held in our churches on Remembrance
Sunday because we wish to honour and remember those
who fought not only in World Wars, but the more than
12,000 British Servicemen and women killed or injured
since 1945. The war which was meant to end all wars has
not done so. When evil forces are at work in the world there
are times when war can be a justifiable as a last resort to
stop such atrocities. So we remember those who have made
the ultimate sacrifice in the service of their country in the
pursuit of freedom, justice and peace. We also inevitably >>
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>> remember those we love and from whom we are parted.
Jesus was quite clear in his teachings that he had conquered
death and it should no longer hold power. Jesus gave real
hope with his promise of a kingdom which was yet to come.
Jesus spoke in pictures about a time when there would be
feasting and laughter. The time to come would be different,
the hungry would be filled and those who had been downtrodden would be freed. This gives us hope as we entrust to
God those who have died.
However, in his teachings Jesus also made clear that real
change must start to take place now in the hearts and minds
of his followers. We therefore use this service to remind ourselves of our part in seeking to bring about the desperate
need for change. So for Christians this Remembrance Sunday is more than an act of remembrance it is a promise that
we will do our best to serve Christ by serving others in the
cause of peace, for the relief of want and suffering. By his
Holy Spirit may he give us wisdom, courage, and hope and
keep us faithful now and always. Amen.
Charles Royden,
www.thischurch.com
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In our parish

Sorrow for the Jago family

DEATH of CAPTAIN H. H. JAGO, M.C. Alas! another family well known to us all, is
again brought into the darkness of a sore bereavement. Mr. and Mrs. Jago, of
‘Eglinton,’ had two fine sons of military age, who at the very beginning of the War
offered their services to defend our homes and our liberty. The younger son sleeps
in a soldier’s grave in France since July 1st, 1916, and now his elder brother,
Captain H. H. Jago, who quite recently won the Military Cross and bar, has made
the great sacrifice-April 26th. Their spirits meet above.

Many families suffered loss, great tragedy from The Great
War. Our parish, like all others, lost members of their
church congregation. To lose one son in conflict will have
brought huge sorrow on Mr and Mrs Jago - but to lose a second, we can but imagine.
Edward Arthur Jago was born in 1897 and was killed in
action on the first day of the Battle of the Somme (1st July
1916).
Edward had joined the Devonshire Regiment as a 2nd
Lieutenant with the 3rd Battalion and was then attached to
the 2nd Battalion.
>>>>>>>
* Extract above The Church Magazine of May 1918)
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>>>>>>> He is commemorated on Pier and Face 1.C of
the Thiepval Memorial Picardie
At the turn of the Century the Jagos were living at 10
Leigham Terrace before they moved to ‘Eglinton’ on
Seymour Road. Mr William Henry Jago, Mrs Jeannie Jago,
Edward, his older brother Henry (b.1894), their two sisters
Dorothy (b. 1890) and Mary (b.1892) and brother, Richard
(b. 1901) and Jeanie (b.1899) both younger than Edward.
Henry Harris Jago had been educated at Newton College,
Newton Abbot before joining the Devonshire Regiment
where he served with its 2nd Battalion. He was killed in action on the 24th April 1918 age 23. He is commemorated on
panel 24 of the memorial in Pozières Cemetery. Captain
Jago was awarded the Military Cross and Distinguished Service Order with Bar.
The brothers are
commemorated on
the screen of the
side
chapel
of
Emmanuel Church.
.
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In Flanders fields

By Col John McCrae (1919)

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
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The last trumpet

1 Corinthians 15 v50-end

What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the
perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, I will tell you
a mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed,
in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this
perishable body must put on imperishability, and this
mortal body must put on immortality. When this perishable body puts on imperishability, and this mortal body
puts on immortality, then the saying that is written will
be fulfilled: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’
‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your
sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is
the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved, be
steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the
Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labour is
not in vain. NRSV
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RECALL GOD’S LOVING KINDNESS TO YOU
“Your loving kindness is before my eyes” Psalm 26:3
The story’s told of a little boy who was asked, “Do you say your prayers every
night?” He replied, “No, some nights I don’t need anything!” We smile, but the
point is painfully obvious. If the only time your husband or wife communicated with
you was when they were in trouble or had a need they couldn’t meet, how long do
you think your relationship would last? There must be a balance between your
praises and your petitions. You say, “If the Lord is big enough to create and run
the universe, I doubt He’s bothered when somebody as insignificant as me fails to
say thanks. “Not so ! When Jesus healed ten lepers and only one returned to give
thanks, He asked, “Where are the other ten?” (Luke 17:17 NIV). If God dealt with
you solely on the basis of His righteousness and your proclivity for unrighteousness, you’d be sunk ! But he doesn’t. He says “I have loved you ...with an
everlasting love. With unfailing love I have drawn you to myself.” (Jeremiah 31:3).
Realising this , the psalmist wrote: “Because your love is better than life, my lips
will glorify you. I will praise you as long as I live.” (Psalm 63:3-4 NIV}. Again he
writes: “I will bow down towards your holy temple and will praise your name for
your love and your faithfulness...When I called you answered me, you made me
bold and stout-hearted.” (Psalm 138:3). Someone quipped “God doesn’t mind
getting invoiced as long as He gets thanked”. So, take a moment and recall God’s loving kindness to you.
UCB. This article was copied from The Word For Today (with permission). It was published as the daily reading for 11th June 2020.

DID YOU KNOW?
In 1413, King Henry V served a mincemeat pie at his coronation. Henry the VII
was fond of the meaty Christmas pie as a main dish, filled with minced meat and
fruit. Mince pies have been known under several names over the years. Christmas
pyes indicate their popularity at this time of year, shrid pies refer to the shredded
suet and meat, crib cakes which allude to baby Jesus in his crib, and wayfarer’s
pies, as they were a traditional treat served to travelling visitors. They have been
referred to as mince pies in literature by countless dignitaries and important historical figures.
MORE ON MINCEMEAT LATER IN THE MAGAZINE!!
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TOP: 2017 Sheila Clifford playing Keith Smith at Othello
BOTTOM: 2011 Rev Bernard Baker talks to Tea Break about Beekeeping
Both photos by The Editor
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Last Friday, Saturday and Sunday
(9th-11th October 2020) I took part in
the VOTWO Atlantic Coast Challenge which sees participants take
on 3 marathons in 3 days following
the Coastal Path in North Cornwall,
from Trevose Head to Perranporth
(day 1), Perranporth to Hayle/St
Ives (day 2) and St Ives to Land’s
End (day 3). Despite the coronavirus pandemic, the event was able
to take place this year with just a
few practical changes.
The hills were huge, the terrain was
difficult - with rocky paths, beaches,
loose scree, sand dunes and boulders to scramble over - and the distances were long! But the weather
was kind to us, we enjoyed stunning
views, saw seals in the sea
and enjoyed a sense of camaraderie with the other runners. My running wasn't particularly pretty or
fast, but I finished all 3 days (which
had been my aim). Thank you to all
those who have donated through
my fundraising page for Parkinson's
UK, so far we have raised £2,686
for Parkinson's UK through this
event.

Anna is Greg Serpell’s daughter, and she took
part in this in memory of her dad. Greg
suffered from Parkinsons, and the money she
raised, as she said will donations to
Parkinsons UK. Ed.

https://www.parkinsons.org.uk/
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Anna enjoying a well earned pasty at the end of the
Alantic Coast Challenge. Well done Anna.
Photo supplied by Anna
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work and studies

Stan’s sent me a few one-liners, so let’s
start off with a joke to brighten the day “A man knocked on my door and asked
for a small donation towards the local
swimming pool, so I gave him a glass of
water.”

Early Bird Prayers at 8am on Friday focusses on a bible reading lead in turn
by members of the Group followed by
intercessory prayer, including an emphasis on international prayer needs.
Zoom link printed below. Ask Ron or
Linda for the password if you don’t have
it. Ed.!

As well as Karl’s 9am prayers, there is
Revs Bev and Darryl 9pm Compline, a
lovely way to wind down the day whatever it’s been like! Their service is via
Facebook as are daily prayers.
Nick and Jo at St Paul’s still have a
stockpile of food which they are planning to use as a Christmas outreach. In
the meantime, Barrie would like to
acknowledge and thank all those who
contributed and left supplies on his
doorstep to deliver to the Nick and Jo.
We would acknowledge Barrie’s hard
work too.
Those attending a recent Sunday service were amazed at the beautiful voice
of our new curate Rev Robin Brown.
We are told his wife Pippa is also gifted
musically. Along with our own musicians
and Udoka, we are being truly blessed
in this way.
Talking of Udoka, she and husband
Michael (both from western Nigeria),
have embarked on tough University
courses, whilst keeping their day jobs.
This is a very big challenge for them
both, and your prayers are asked that
they get sufficient rest in between their

The Mission Committee met for the first
time by Zoom from different homes.
With three nonagenarians 2 Mikes and
Stan this is some achievement, and
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shows what can be done, and not to
shirk IT just because you are mature!

Mr John Phillips has kindly agreed to
his nomination as our new Treasurer.
We are very grateful to him for undertaking this key role.

Dr James, and his teacher wife Emma,
will both retire within a day of each other. They have an amazing plan to buy a
canal boat and tour the canals of the
country. What a fascinating way to
launch their retirement. They tell me
they will downsize and keep a base in
Plymouth. Two professionals starting
new lives together.

At this time of year there always seems
to be a surfeit of apples. I know
Dominie, and Jill Will are the chief
suppliers. They are all received with
gratitude. We seem to have our share,
as Linda is masterful in producing them
for our puddings - baked apples with
sultanas.

Marina Appleton has decided walking
down to us for HC on Wednesday is a
long stretch, and she will be worshipping over the road from Consort Village
at the URC in Hartley. We wish her well,
and understand her reasoning.
Our thanks are also due to our outgoing
Churchwarden who has retired due to
pressure of work. I shall miss his excellent chairing of the POG, given he was
decades younger than the rest of the
committee! We look forward to his successor Don Nuttall taking up the reins.
These appointments should be confirmed as we go to print.

Dominie still has supplies of jams,
marmalades and chutneys available for
sale to support our Coffee Morning
charities. Please contact Dominie by
email or phone to arrange for collection
or delivery.

New winter rotas are appearing.
Kathryn McGuiness is looking after the
safety at church during services, protecting the congregation from COVID. If
you would like to help in the New Year
please contact her. Rev Karl is producing a list of readers and intercessors for
the Sunday service at 1030.

Several folk have asked how they can
participate this year in the Shoe Box
gifts for Xmas. The answer is to go to
Samaritans Purse web-site. Make your
donation & they will do the rest. Find
out how Operation Christmas Child and
the Shoebox Appeal brings a message
of hope to children across the world on
p32-36. Ed.!

Anne Tillet will be leaving Marks &
Spencer and moving down the Mall, to
Drake’s Jewellers. She has always
been very fashionable; will we see her
dripping with pearls and earrings now?

RMW
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If you thought the birds were tricky in the last edition,
this may prove to be even trickier. As you can see, its
30 flags flapping in the cold winter breeze.
You could try semaphore or communication with flags
but it is more likely the answer, my friend, is blowing in
the wind!
A point for each one you get right - but as it’s nearly
Christmas; my gift to you is 4 bonus points if you get
all 30 right, 2 if you get 15-29 right, and an bonus point
each for numbers 9, 14, 20, 26 and 29 if you get them.
No cheating now!
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Answers on p31
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We all have a story to tell; we can all chart the ups and downs of life with our walk
in faith. Whether we have the confidence to share it is a different matter. Over the
years at Ladies DIME meetings and Men’s Breakfast members of the congregation or guest speakers have told us how they walk by faith and not by sight, how
God has been with them, perhaps carried them throughout their lives. We have
read testimony in LIFE & TIMES before, but we are now able to bring them together under one heading, Testimony TIMES my LIFE in faith. Over a series of
issues we will be reading a testimony like chapters of a life, piecing together lives
interweaved, held together, finding a binding strength in and walking in faith. We
begin with the testimony of Pelisa Hina from her childhood in South Africa to
Emmanuel’s doorstep, this is her story:
A testimony by Pelisa Hina
5. The big spiritual turn around
One day a colleague who was devout and attending an independent church, invited us in our office to her wedding. This surprised us as we'd never seen her dating. Personally, I attended the wedding out of curiosity. With hindsight however, it
seemed God had a better purpose. The wedding service was good with a vibrant
worship session. Later back in our office, I complimented the bride regarding the
uplifting church service. In response she invited me to attend their midweek evening services. The church’s teaching on discipleship and the concept of a personal relationship with God, these were new to me. I was so intrigued, I
ended up attending the church full time. Bible studies and
the importance of being anchored in the word of God and
applying it in my everyday life challenges was appealing.
By this time, I'd given up my second job, because it undermined performance in my permanent job. But the need
of paying my son’s school fees was still big. Nevertheless,
in moments of panic, I could feel the Spirit uplifting me in
hope, I started being very serious about prayer and Bible
reading. I was introduced into the doctrine of prayer and
fasting. I felt the hand of God in my life, also I felt a sudden hunger for the spiritual. My personal relationship with
During a break at a workshop God brought an inner welling joy in me. I would sometimes talk to God like I could have with my earthly father.
in Cape town, admiring
During lunchtime at work, I would read my Bible, as I did
the flowers

#whatsyourstory?
Send your testimony in for a future edition
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so, felt as if a new world is opening up for me. By
1997 my son’s fees were a really heavy yoke, I got
into debt and struggling to repay that. With my
faith now developed, I prayed fervently and put
this burden before my Lord. Towards the end of
that year, God delivered an unprecedented miracle. The German school in Cape Town started an
exchange program with some schools in Germany.
My son in Calbe, Germany
The program mainly academic, but also centered
with his football team in 1998
around cultural exchange between African and European culture, my son did very well during the selection process and the school decided to fully sponsor his exchange in
Calbe Saale, near Hamburg. That meant the heavy yoke of
fees was off my shoulders for the whole year of 1998. Moreover, his host parents in Calbe Saale, told me not to bother
about sending pocket money, they will give it to him. This miracle profoundly strengthened my faith, Jesus became very real
in my life. The year’s relief from fees enabled me to have money for his 1999 academic year, also the school now offered a
partial scholarship. In the year 2000, he was close to finishing
Lefatse visiting friend in high school and proceed to college. But I
Amsterdam during his didn't have any savings to pay for college
exchange year
fees. While pondering this, a friend told me
she was preparing to go and work in Britain. She asked if I was
interested? Initially I didn't warm to this idea, until one day listening to a sermon about “stepping out in faith” and not being
limited by your own understanding, I felt God giving me a green
light in the matter. To cut a long story short, in January 2001, I
arranged for my son to be a full-time boarder, then packed my
bags to take up a job in Southampton. This was a huge step of
faith. It was scary! I didn't know who was going to pick me up at
Heathrow. I had no idea where I was going to stay, nor whether
the money I'd got would last until payday. But since God had
shown his hand years before, I learned to depend on him whol- February 2001, my first
month in Britain,
ly. Great is his faithfulness, because someone was there to pick exploring Southampton
me up, she would be my landlady, I would lodge with her, also
there was more than enough money to last me until payday.
Now the issue of where I was to attend church loomed large. I asked my landlady
who told me she didn’t attend any church but there's one up the street. This was a
C of E church. The people were warm and welcoming, but it just didn't fit into my
spiritual needs, so I began a personal prayer campaign to be guided to a spiritual
home according to God’s will for me.
6. Discipled in Britain
A week after praying for a spiritual home, one of the staff at work asked where I
attended church. I explained that I wasn't settled in that respect. She >>>>>>

Pelisa’s testimony continues in the next edition
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>>>>>>> then invited me to her church the following Sunday. The church was independent, mostly British but also included a rich diversity of nationalities. There
were people from the Philippines, Malaysia, Africa and America. The teaching and
the preaching were edifying, the music vibrant and fellowship exceptionally uplifting. There were also free copies of UCB Word for Today to take home and read.
The UCB readings discipled me big time. The writings of the late Bob Gass spoke
to the inner me and made the Bible much more applicable to everyday life and
challenges. I got to be part of a home group, we called it a cell group then, that
was rich in diversity. There was 6 to 8 Filipinos, one Malaysian, 3 British and me
from Africa. Besides worshipping, praying and discussing scripture, we shared insights regarding our different cultures. This led to us setting up “A Cultural Evening” for the whole church. This included a talk about the burning issues of our various countries and the strength and weaknesses of
each nation. That evening people appreciated how we
broadened their outlook.
The church taught about serving God in other spheres
as well. In 2002, inspired by my Southampton church
teaching of ‘dying to self’ and bearing fruit for the Kingdom, I reached out to a prison ministry in South Africa.
They needed intercessors and also people to ‘adopt’
prisoners by way of writing to them, mentoring and discipling them. The prison ministry advertised their
‘adopt-a-prisoner’ campaign through a South African
daily devotional I still received even though now in
Britain. I really bonded with Wessel and Elmine Jordan, who were leading the ministry. In one of my visits
Prison Ministry Friends, Wessel and
to South Africa, we met, that drew me closer to them
Elmine Jordan on their wedding day
and we became firm friends. I ‘adopted’ 5 of the pris2002
oners at various points in time. The stories they told
and their exploits in crime were at times perplexing, but being judgmental was not
an option. They would send me Christmas cards which they had hand made in
prison. Wessel and Elmine no longer do prison ministry. The South African government decided to take over and bring in their chaplains. That was quite a blow.
At the end of 2005 I decided to relocate to London for more options job wise. This
proved to be a poor risk-taking decision. The jobs I got would quickly end. Added
to that the high cost of living in the capital nullified any more money I hoped for. I
attended church at Sagemeente, which worked with the mother church in South
Africa. My older sister who came in later years to Britain, was a nurse in Plym-

#whatsyourstory?
Send your testimony in for a future edition
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outh. She urged me to come to Plymouth. So, in 2007 I relocated once again. We
attended another independent church that focused very much on prayer. My sister,
approaching her 70s, later left Britain to retire in South Africa and spend time with
her grandchildren. On my own I attended St Mary's in Plymstock since it was near
Elburton where I stayed. But soon decided to go back to the independent church.
In 2012 I moved to a new house because the landlord decided to sell. I found a
place to stay in Mutley. In 2015 there was a leadership split in my church and
things were not quite the same. By 2016 I felt a definite need for a new spiritual
home. Early in 2017 I was taking a walk up Mannamead Road, when a poster displayed at Emmanuel church captured my attention. It spoke to my heart and what
was happening in my life at that moment. I've decided to first attend the evening
service. A guy in the welcome tape team brought me coffee to warm up during the
service. I sat next to Linda who warmly welcomed me we had a brief chat after the
service. Next time I attended Emmanuel it was the Easter morning service. It was
a great edifying service. That Sunday someone was celebrating a significant birthday, so after the service I was invited to have a piece of birthday cake and a glass of wine or
juice. At that point the Reverend Chris Taylor came to me
and we had a chat about Emmanuel and her virtues as a
church, God was giving me a spiritual home. Later I met Anna, running a Bible study group. I got to know more people
in that group. Later in 2017, after chat with the Reverend
Karl, I got to be a full member of the church through a supper evening hosted
by Ron and Linda Wheeler. In 2018 I started attending various discipleship courses. These continue to build up my
faith. It was a great to be at the House Party weekend at On the way to Emmanuel
Sidholme. I have now been to three and have benefitted
House Party
from the teachings of the Reverend Ian Bentley in 2018,
Reverend Leon Sim in 2019 and Reverend Graham Cotter in 2020. At the House
Parties, I noticed that people got a chance to chat to me in a relaxed way. They
asked questions about my family, work and about South Africa, as a way of getting
to know me better. That enhanced my sense of belonging to Emmanuel. The two
Dimes Away Day events I attended in 2018 and 2019 were brilliant. And I got to
meet more people there.
To be continued!

Pelisa’s testimony continues in the next edition
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Military flights (FAB – Brazilian Air Force) also used Catalinas and most were left
over from World War II, many still having fittings for torpedo racks, (I was there
from 1960 to 1972).
Flights passed over Tefé on the way to and from a border post another 700 miles
upriver at Tabatinga. If they had spare room they would take passengers free, especially in an emergency. Occasionally they stopped, but would always fly low over
the town and watch for any signal from the beach.
I say “free”, but you rather took your life in your hand when you flew with them. On
one trip with them the pilot did not fly at the normal height but was skimming inches
above the water, for hundreds of miles! When we arrived in Manaus I asked him
why, was it for fun? “No,” he said, “We were running out of fuel and the extra lift
from the proximity of the water was giving us extra distance; we wouldn’t have
made it to Manaus otherwise!”
On another flight we landed on the river by a small town, to pick up passengers
from a canoe. Just after taking off again the plane lurched and started to circle to
the right. The pilot managed to land on a half built runway near the town. It didn’t
take long to find out why. There was a tear in the fabric of the tailplane. The flight
engineer clambered on top of one of the construction lorries with a needle and
thread, stitched up the rip, covered it
with some masking tape and told us all
to get back on board! The option was
being stranded in the jungle hundreds
of miles from anywhere significant, so
we obeyed!! We later learnt that it had
happened before with this plane, similar repair, which had never been
properly corrected, and it eventually
gave way with us on board!
Just after our eldest daughter was born
in Tefé another missionary, Rae Gueddes, also gave birth there. She was not
as careful as Maureen and a few days
later had a severe haemorrhage which,
with no medical facilities available, would usually be fatal. We needed to get her to
Manaus urgently. Fortunately a FAB plane flew over that day and we signalled for
him to land (on the lake – if that is landing!) We paddled out to ask if he could take
her, but he said “No!” His reason being that he had taken off from land and the water caused more drag and he was at maximum load for a water take off. In the
meantime, whilst we were pleading with the pilot through the cockpit window our
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colleagues put Rae in another canoe
and took her to the door at the back of
the plane and the crew, not knowing
of the pilots decision, took her on
board, with Jo, our midwife. The pilot
was furious!!! Eventually he agreed to
try, as it was a case of life or death;
we cleared the way and he gave it full
power across the lake (about 3 miles)
but could not break free. He turned
and made another attempt towards
us, same result, attempts 3 and 4,
same result. He called out of the window that she would have to get off, but we
begged and pleaded and prayed! Eventually he agreed to one last try, but said if it
failed he would not have enough fuel to get to Manaus. He taxied into a creek to
give himself a few extra yards, tried again, and when he was just on the point of
aborting the attempt the plane broke free of the drag and just skimmed inches
above the trees on the opposite bank. Rae was saved!
This episode had its repercussions for us 18 months later when Maureen was
again pregnant during our furlough. The mission authorities would not let her return to Brazil until after the
birth, so we had to be separated for about 8 months. I went
on a survey into the jungle hundreds of miles from civilisation,
and on a small battery radio,
on the evening of 5th. November, I heard a message on national radio that roughly said (in
Portuguese) “Mrs. Maureen
wishes to advise Mr. Stanley,
journeying on the River Japura,
that she has given birth on the
5th. November, to a daughter,
Rachel. Both are doing well!”
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It’s time for a coffee and a piece of cake.
As your enjoy them, it’s time to hear about one of the missions
we support through our coffee mornings; the first of two in this
slightly different edition, focuses on OPEN DOORS

Open Doors works in over 60 countries, supplying Bibles, training church leaders,
providing practical support and emergency relief, and supporting Christians who
suffer for their faith. In the UK and Ireland Open Doors works to raise awareness
of global persecution, mobilising prayer, support and action among Christians.
Distributing Bibles and Christian Resources so that persecuted believers
can be nourished with God’s Word for example: Last year, thanks to you, Open
Doors distributed over 1.8 million Bibles and Christian books in countries where
such things are prohibited or difficult to obtain.
Training
Christians
and
Church Leaders so that they
can stand strong for Jesus
Christ for example: Last year,
Open Doors UK and Ireland
contributed £3,312,800 towards theological training and
discipleship training >>>>>>>
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>>>>>>> programmes, Sunday school teacher training and trauma counselling.
Supporting victims of violence and disaster so that they can live independent, fulfilled lives, for example: Thanks to supporters like you, in 2019 Open Doors
helped 718,770 persecuted Christians with emergency relief, community development, education and medical care - almost double the number from the previous
year.
Bring hope to the Middle East so that Christians can live with dignity and hope for
example: help during Covid-19 – Pastor George is facing a new, invisible threat in
Qamishli, north Syria. After years of war and bombing, families had started to rebuild - now coronavirus means that vulnerable believers are in
desperate need of food and aid.
“People are hungry,” says Pastor George. “Some called me
crying because they have no food for their kids and families.
Many of you have generously supported the ongoing Hope for
the Middle East campaign for several years - meaning persecuted believers could return to their homes in Syria and Iraq,
and start rebuilding their livelihoods and communities, as well
as getting vital prayer and training support. Coronavirus
means Open Doors partners like Pastor George have had to
change their plans for 2020 - concentrating on urgent food
and aid.
“When we saw the increased need, we restarted relief distribution,” Pastor George
says. “We gave people food and washing detergent coupons. Our church saw that
now was a time to stand by the people, support them and show Jesus’ love in difficult times.”
Supporting Children to give them protection, provision and a Christian education for example:
Thanks to supporters who give and pray regularly for children, Open Doors partners were able to organise several camps for more than 400 children in Myanmar.
Speaking out in Advocacy so that the voice of the persecuted church can be
heard, for example:
Wake up the world – From the UK Parliament to the White House, from the EU to
the UN, Open Doors actions are bringing the voice of our
persecuted family to the ears of some of the most powerful
people in the world.
Mobilising the church in the UK and Ireland so that persecuted Christians receive the support they need
Raising awareness and encouraging prayer so that persecuted Christians know they are not forgotten.
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We don’t need you to watch over us’ bleated the largest of the dozen sheep that
had surrounded the Shepherd who was sat upon a ground. ‘We don’t need you
here…’ the sheep continued
‘…At night, that is’ said another, in an attempt to make his friends statement sound
less harsh.
The moorland flock had watched the shepherd’s work and since all they saw was
that he was either sat on the watching rock or counting them, the sheep had concluded that being a shepherd was a simple task and they could look after themselves.
‘You think the night watch is easy, do you?’
‘Off course, how difficult can it be?’
‘Then tomorrow, Pete,’ the Shepherd pointed his crock at the biggest sheep in the
circle ‘I will abandon you to the night watch.’
The following night Pete the Sheep stood alone on the tor looking out over the
flock. The final shards of the sun’s orange and gold light dipped below the horizon.
The moor fell silent. Down in the base of the valley Pete could see the warm glow
of the Shepherd’s house and far off he spotted a campfire. Pete wished he knew
how to make fire. A shiver ran up his lamb shanks and across his shoulders, there
was a sharp chill in the air that cut through his thick white fleece. All was quiet and
still up on the hillock. Picking up the crook Pete went off to count his flock. ‘A nice
quick easy job.’ he thought after all they were his friends and he knew each one by
sight. However, in the darkness of a winter’s night it was difficult to tell one sheep
from another. He was sure he had counted some more than once and others not at
all, however the total was close enough. Pete returned to the lookout rock for a
rest, counting sheep had made him tired.
His eyes felt heavy, his brain felt wrapped in wool his head drooped. There was a
hoot. Pete jolted awake ‘What, what was that?’ there it was again. He felt a presence swoop over him, there was a shape but no sound. There was a rustling in the
undergrowth, something scurried across a hoof. In the flock there was safety in
numbers, but on the hill Pete was alone. The flying creature dived over his head.
Pete ran and hid.
Poking his head out, from the rock he had rammed himself under, Pete saw an owl
perched on a tree stump eating a rat. Hoot went the owl before it flew off. Regaining his composure Pete crept out and made his way back to the watching place. A
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human silhouette moved across a nearby ridge. ‘I will
not be afraid. I will not be afraid.’ Pete beat his crook
on the ground to help encourage his courage. The figure passed out of sight; Pete relaxed. After taking a
munch on some grass to reinforce his nerves Pete set
out to check the number of sheep had not changed.
There was a dampness in the air. ‘Was it going to
snow?’ thought Pete, he never understood how the
weather worked. If it was going to snow, he would rather be under the old oak trees with his friends than
exposed out on the rocky peak. His contemplation on
whether the weather was turning was interrupted by
the sight of a pair of eyes glowing in the distance.
They appeared to be moving very slowly. They were
creeping closer. The eyes were fixed on a mother and
her lamb. It was a wolf.
Pete raced as fast as his legs of mutton would carry
him. ‘Back off,’ he shouted. The wolf was closing faster than he was. Hearing the call to run the mother’s
senses sprang to attention and she was gone to safety with her child. ‘Why don’t you pick on someone
your own size?’ The wolf turned its attention towards
Pete. The grey canine predator snarled, baring its
sharp teeth. Fear gripped Pete by the cloven hoof.
Bravado was easy at a distance. He could see the saliva dripping from the wolf’s fangs in the moonlight.
Pete tried to look away, but the coming hunter had
him transfixed in sheer terror. It edged ever closer.
A crook swung out of the night. The wolf recoiled. Another swipe. The Wolf turned tail and ran off. A man
stepped forward holding a lamp.
‘Shepherd!’
‘‘You see my job is not as easy as it first appears,’
said the Shepherd with a warm smile
‘I see that now,’ replied Pete sheepishly. ‘But what are
you doing here?’
‘I could not abandon my flock, so I kept a watch from
a distance.’
As the Shepherd lead Pete down off the tor, the
sheep stopped and looked up at the Shepherd.
‘Shepherd.’
‘Yes Pete.’
‘Thank you for watching over us.’
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Many children around the world have never heard the Gospel message of eternal
life in Jesus Christ. They live in hard-to-reach, impoverished communities where
parents struggle to provide the basics. Rarely, if ever, do the children receive a
present that’s just for them. But back in 2019 that all changed. More than 10.5 million children in over 100 countries and territories received shoeboxes full of special gifts. And, for the first time, these children heard that God loves them. This
has resulted in evangelism, discipleship, and multiplication across the world! All
as a result of Shoeboxes packed on countries including the UK. Here’s the full report from the Operation Christmas Child website:
Children on Remote Pacific Islands Respond to the Gospel
A new Operation Christmas Child initiative is bringing the Good News of
Jesus Christ to isolated island nations.
Some communities in the Marshall Islands are so isolated that the only way to
reach them is by boat. On Lib Island, boats can't even anchor safely due to a dramatic 300-foot drop-off.
Delivering Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts to children in the Marshall Islands is sometimes only possible with the help of a boat!
Lib runs on solar power, which means no refrigeration and cooking must be done
over a fire. The island has little commerce, as most residents fish or farm coconuts for their oil. Children are not required to attend school, and most stop their
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Many children around the world have never heard the Gospel message of eternal
life in Jesus Christ. They live in hard-to-reach, impoverished communities where
parents struggle to provide the basics. Rarely, if ever, do the children receive a
present that’s just for them. But back in 2019 that all changed. More than 10.5 million children in over 100 countries and territories received shoeboxes full of special
gifts. And, for the first time, these children heard that God loves them. This has resulted in evangelism, discipleship, and multiplication across the world! All as a result of Shoeboxes packed on countries including the UK. Here’s the full report
from the Operation Christmas Child website:
Children on Remote Pacific Islands Respond to the Gospel
A new Operation Christmas Child initiative is bringing the Good News of
Jesus Christ to isolated island nations.
Some communities in the Marshall Islands are so isolated that the only way to
reach them is by boat. On Lib Island, boats can't even anchor safely due to a dramatic 300-foot drop-off.
Delivering Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts to children in the Marshall Islands is sometimes only possible with the help of a boat!
Lib runs on solar power, which means no refrigeration and cooking must be done
over a fire. The island has little commerce, as most residents fish or farm coconuts
for their oil. Children are not required to attend school, and most stop their education after grade 8 because there is no high school on Lib.
Yet Samaritan's Purse made this remote place a priority in 2019. Lib was one of
the initial stops for Operation Christmas Child in the Marshall Islands—a country
comprised of more than 1,000 small islands and 29 atolls, or ring-shaped reefs
surrounding a lagoon. The Marshall Islands were among the first of the Pacific Islands to receive shoebox gifts as part of an initiative launched by Samaritan's
Purse CEO Franklin Graham to distribute gift-filled shoeboxes to 1,000 Pacific Is-
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lands in the next five years.
“It’s not just a shoebox. We’re talking about souls being saved, communities changing, and, in our case, an entire island being impacted for the
Lord.”—Katie Suderno, Marshall Islands Resident
Our Operation Christmas Child team partnered with missionaries Katie and Scott
Suderno who have lived in the Marshall Islands for about four years. They helped
deliver shoebox gifts to boys and girls on several islands, including Lib, by using
their Bowman sailing yacht.
“Operation Christmas Child has been the highlight of my year because we've had
so many kids respond,” Katie said.
Katie shared that after the distribution on Lib, many children stayed and played for
hours with the fun gifts they found inside their shoeboxes. The children don't often
receive gifts and were thrilled to discover toys like a skipping rope, Slinky, and yoyo.
The children were also excited to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ during the
outreach event and to read The Greatest Gift Gospel booklet they received with
their shoebox. For some, this Gospel booklet was their first time to have Scripture
in their own language. Katie is grateful for how Operation Christmas Child opened
doors for Gospel ministry. “The programme is amazing,” she said. “The way the
Gospel was presented was so easy for the children to understand.” >>>>>>>
>>>>>>> More than 1,000 children on the Marshall Islands prayed to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour during outreach events.
Millions of children have prayed to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour
through Operation Christmas Child and The Greatest Journey.
“The power of the Holy Spirit was definitely with us,” Katie said. “It's not just a
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shoebox. We're talking about souls being
saved, communities changing, and, in our case,
an entire island being impacted for the Lord.”
Several churches are already leading The
Greatest Journey, and the Kingdom impact and
Gospel reach will continue to increase as children learn how to grow in their relationship with
God.
Edward Graham helps pass out gift-filled shoeboxes to children on Kiribati.
Hope for the Islands
Franklin and Jane Austin Graham and their son
Edward participated in Operation Christmas
Child outreach events on the island nation of Kiribati, another stop that's part of the
Pacific Islands initiative. Tarawa, the capital of Kiribati, was the first island they visited. Tarawa is where Jane's father fought during World War II with the 2nd Marine
Division.
As jobs are hard to come by, parents struggle to provide for their families and
many children on Tarawa live in extreme poverty.
Families and entire communities are being transformed by the Gospel through
simple shoebox gifts.
Terauango, a youth and Sunday School coordinator for a local church, said he was
very emotional watching boys and girls receive their shoeboxes during the outreach.
“Most of their parents are not working and cannot offer any gifts at Christmas,” he
said. “I hope this will encourage them to come to church and hear the Gospel. I am
so thankful to Samaritan's Purse to offer these gifts to the children.”
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Did you know…
1 in 4 people will
experience a
mental health
problem in
any given

Did you know...
Rough Sleepers
have a life
expectancy
of only
42 years

Head Office

Did you know...
There are ways you can
help. Contact Shekinah
or look online at
www.shekinah.co.uk

Bath Street,
Plymouth,
PL1 3LT
reception@shekinah.co.uk
01752 203 480
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Silent Night: A Symbol of Peace
On December 24, 1818, Joseph Mohr and Franz Xaver Gruber sang the
song Silent Night for the very first time. It was their own composition – the original
poem was written by Mohr, a young pastor from Salzburg, and the melody was
crafted by the teacher and musician Gruber – and they performed it in St Nikola
church in the village of Oberndorf, near Salzburg. The original German version had
six verses and was called ‘Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!’. Mohr asked Gruber to compose a suitable melody for his Silent Night poem, and Gruber wrote the music the
very same day. The poem was actually written in 1816, against a backdrop of violence, poverty, suffering and deprivation. The Napoleonic Wars had brought Austria
two decades of hardship, and the little village of Oberndorf was plagued by hunger
and despair. Violent crimes were a part of everyday life, and Austrians were completely at the mercy of the prevailing economic and political conditions of the time.
A feeling of hopelessness pervaded the community, and citizens longed for peace.
It was in these difficult times that the world’s most famous song of peace was composed, intending to bring people together and unite them. As a young assistant
pastor, Mohr faced immense challenges in his work in the small community. However his affable manner – which was actually quite uncommon in his profession at
the time – helped him build trust, as he was able to empathise with the people and
understand their longing for hope in a bleak time. Every year on December 24,
the Silent Night memorial service in Oberndorf is streamed live around the world
via the internet. There are also special ‘Silent Night Holy Night’ tours in Salzburg,
which take visitors to sites such as Mohr’s birthplace on Steingasse, Salzburg Cathedral, and the seminary on Marktplatz. And each Christmas Eve, the Salzburg
Glockenspiel in the city centre plays the melody of Silent Night. Silent
Night touches so many people, serving as a symbol of peace and unity – which is
something we all need at this time of the year.
Christmas in Oberndorf near Salzburg

Text and photo credit to Source: https://www.mindfood.com/article/salzburg-christmas/
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Christmas around the world
Introduction
Christmas around the world brings with it a raft of traditions
unique to different countries. For countries for which Christianity is the faith at the heart of community, celebrating the birth of
Jesus is an important part of the season. But there are customs and traditions which go alongside that - in a similar way
to our Christmas trees, the big tree in Trafalgar Square and
Christmas rides on vintage steam trains. Over the next few
pages we will find out more about some of the more quirky
Christmas customs as well as taking a closer look at how
Christian Charities are working in few countries across the
world.
Our favourite Christmas song, “Carol of the Bells,” was based
on a Ukrainian folk chant, “Shchedryk” (known in English as
“Little Swallow”). Composed by Mykola Leontovych, it was
originally sung on New Year’s Eve and tells the story of a
swallow flying into a house to sing of prosperity to come in the
Spring. The song was performed at Carnegie Hall by the
Ukrainian National Chorus in 1921, ultimately inspiring
American composer Peter J. Wilhousky to rewrite it as an English Christmas carol in 1936.
The Canadian province of Nova Scotia leads the world in
exporting three things: lobster, wild blueberries, and Christmas
trees
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Christmas around the world
Venezuela
Love Christmas, but think it could be improved by a spot of roller-blading? If the answer is yes, visit Caracas, Venezuela this
year. Every Christmas Eve, the city’s residents head to church
in the early morning – so far, so normal – but, for reasons
known only to them, they do so on roller skates. This unique
tradition is so popular that roads
across the city are closed to cars so
that people can skate to church in
safety, before heading home for the
less-than-traditional Christmas dinner of ‘tamales’ (a wrap made out of
cornmeal dough and stuffed with
meat, then steamed)

Ireland
The Irish leave a tall, red candle in
a front window overnight—a welcoming symbol of warmth and
shelter for the holiday season. Traditional Christmas fare in Ireland
often includes homemade roast
goose, vegetables, cranberries
and potatoes.
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Christmas around the world
Mexico
All across Mexico members of the
Church put on Pastorelas (Shepherd's
Plays) to retell the Christmas story. The
Mexican Christmas season begins early
in December with Las Posadas; a religious march that re-enacts the journey of
Mary and Joseph. The vibrant red poinsettia flowers are also used in holiday arrangements for decoration throughout the country.

Poland
On Christmas Eve in Poland, many families share oplatek (an
unleavened religious wafer),
each person breaking off a piece
as they wish each other Merry
Christmas. Dinner may not begin
until the first star appears in the
night sky and, traditionally, an
extra setting is left at the
table should someone show up
uninvited.
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Christmas around the world
Sweden
The picture below is a 1958 Christmas special called "Kalle
Anka och hans vänner önskar God Jul" or "Donald Duck and
his friends wish you a Merry Christmas". Every Christmas,
families around Sweden gather around the television at 3pm
sharp, to watch Donald Duck.
Everything on Christmas is planned around the television
special, and more than 40% of Sweden's population still tunein like clockwork. The tradition dates back to the 1960's when
televisions were a new commodity in Sweden and only two
channels aired - one of which played Disney cartoons at
Christmas. It may be a quirky tradition, but a whole nation
coming together to watch Christmas cartoons together is about
as Christmas as it gets.
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Christmas around the world
Colombia
Little Candles’ Day (Día de las Velitas) marks the start of the
Christmas season across Colombia. In honour of the Virgin
Mary and the Immaculate Conception, people place candles
and paper lanterns in their windows, balconies and front yards.
The tradition of candles has
grown, and now entire towns
and cities across the country
are lit up with elaborate
displays. Some of the best
are found in Quimbaya,
where neighbourhoods compete to see who can create
the
most
impressive
arrangement.
In spite of Ethiopia’s Christian heritage, Christmas is not
an important holiday there. Most people actually call the
holiday Ganna or Genna after a hockey-like ball game
played only once a year, on Christmas afternoon.
People in Iceland will often exchange books on Christmas
Eve, then spend the rest of the night reading them and eating
chocolate. The tradition is part of a season called Jolabokaflod,
or “The Christmas Book Flood.”
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Christmas around the world
Jamaica
Christmas is a very special time in Jamaica and like a lot of
other countries, radio stations play carols all through the
Christmas period.
Lots of people paint their houses and hang new curtains and
decorations for Christmas. Most families spend Christmas Day
at home with friends and family members.
In Jamaica, on Christmas Eve the 'Grand Market' happens. It is
a really exciting time, especially for children. In every town and
city there is a cross between a festival and a market. During
the day, people go shopping for Christmas foods, sweets and
toys, etc. You might also buy some new clothes ready for the
celebrations in the evening. (But you don't want to spend all
your money during the day as there were lots of great things to
buy in the evening as well!)
Around 6.00pm the evening part of Grand Market starts and it
lasts until the morning! Everyone comes out on their new or
best clothes, including children, to celebrate and party all night.
All the streets, shops and many houses are decorated with
lights. There are normally street vendors selling food like jerk
chicken, boiled corn, and sweets like candy canes and sugarcane. Following the Grand Market, some people will go to a
Midnight Mass Church Service and others will party all night.
Many people will also go to a Church Service on Christmas
Day morning before the end of Grand Market.
The Christmas day meal is usually prepared on Christmas Eve.
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The Christmas Day breakfast includes ackee
and saltfish, breadfruit, fried plantains, boiled
bananas, freshly squeezed fruit juice and tea.
Dinner is usually served in the late afternoon
and this may include turkey, chicken, curry
goat, stewed oxtail and very importantly rice
and peas.
Jamaican red wine and rum fruitcake is traditional and is eaten in most homes. The fruits
in the cake are soaked in red wine and white
rum for months before Christmas. Apparently
Jamaican Christmas Cake is really nice too.
For over 500 years, Jamaica - like the rest of the Western Caribbean - has been a
receiving field for missionaries. But times have now changed. Since 2011
Operation Mobilisation has been working in Jamaica and has partnered with local
church leaders in rallying missionaries from with Jamaica to spread the good news
throughout the world. A report on their website read: At ONECAR 2000, a massive
gathering of pastors, Caribbean church leaders pledged:
“ To release from these islands the best of our people, and the resources
needed for their support, to go to the uttermost parts of the earth to
proclaim the Gospel, to plant churches, to disciple the nations and to
serve God wherever, whenever and however He commands.”
OM Jamaica is committed to partnering with the Jamaican church to fulfil this
pledge. Additionally, we at OM Jamaica are convinced that Jamaicans are doubly
commissioned: first by Jesus Christ Himself in Matthew 28:18-20; and second, by
our National Pledge as we vow before God that under Him Jamaica may “play her
part in advancing the welfare of the whole human race.”
It has been stated that Jamaica has the most churches per square mile and a rich
spiritual heritage. We have now taken the baton and are running the race...taking
the Good News to the 2.7 Billion of the world’s 6.8 Billion who have never heard
the name of Jesus.
OM Jamaica also operates Logos Hope, a ship docked at Kingston which operates
as a community centre as well as a clinic for eye testing for children.
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Christmas around the world
Christmas in the Philippines
Situated in the Western Pacific Ocean, the archipelagic country
of the Philippines is made up of 7641 islands. An area of
3000,000 sq km and a population of about 109 million. It is the
8th most populated country in Asia. The Philippines however,
sits inside the Pacific Ring of Fire, and is close to the equator.
This means it is prone to earthquakes, the impact of volcanic
eruptions and typhoons. Most Filipinos are Christians (80%
Catholics). It is the only Asian country with so many Christians
and because of this, traditionally Christmas is a very important
holiday in the Philippines.
People in the Philippines enjoy celebrating Christmas for as
long as possible. Carols are playing in shops since the start of
September – around the same time the Western world bemoans the arrival of Christmas chocolates and toys in our supermarket seasonal shopping aisles! The formal Christmas celebrations normally begin on 16th December when many people
attend the first of nine pre-dawn early morning masses, the last
of which is on Christmas Day. Celebrations would continue
through to Epiphany, the first Sunday in January when the
Feast of the Three Kings is celebrated.
Christmas Eve is very important in the Philippines. Many people stay awake all night into Christmas Day! During Christmas
Eve evening, Christians go to church to hear the last 'simbang
gabi' or the Christmas Eve mass. This is followed by a midnight
feast, called Noche Buena. The Noche Buena is a big, open
house, celebration with family, friends and neighbours dropping
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in to wish everyone a Merry Christmas! Most households
would have several dishes laid out and would normally include:
lechon (roasted pig), ham, fruit salad, rice cakes (bibingka and
puto bumbong are traditional Christmas foods) and other
sweets, steamed rice, and many different types of drinks.
One very special person who helps people in the Philippines
celebrate Christmas is Santa R-Kayma Klaws. He is a Filipino
citizen, in his 70s and is of Irish descent. He has been spreading Christmas cheer among poor Filipino children by dressing
up as Santa Claus during charity missions and corporate
events in poor areas of the Philippines for over 50 years. He
has a 'giant motor sleigh' (an air-conditioned bus!) that is used
in many missions all over the Philippines. Santa R-Kayma
Klaws owns the Philippines' only reindeer farm at Mt. Isarog in
Barangay Sta. Cruz, Ocampo, Camarines Sur. The farm is
open to the public for free. You can find out more about him
and his work on his website: http://pacificsantas.com
In 2013 the Philippines was hit by Typhoon Haiyan and thousands of people were made homeless, so lots of people can't
celebrate Christmas like they used to. Many charities like Compassion are working in the Philippines to help
people. Find out more about the Philippines on
the Compassion website.
Compassion has the power to change lives. As we go about to Christmas, possibly
adapting to and moaning about the current restrictions imposed by the global pandemic, there are Children across the world, in countries supported by Compassion,
who might just help us align our perspectives.
Compassion asked some children from their Child Sponsorship Program to share
about their favourite possession, there was one thing all of their answers had in
common. What they valued most wasn’t necessarily new, or shiny, or expensive.
Instead, it was connected to an emotion: a precious memory, a feeling of dignity, a
sense of joy. These children may have little in life, but they say they have a lot to
thank God for. Turn over to find out more >>>>>>
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GAUDENCIO, The Philippines
My Water Buffalo
It’s not a present that most 12-year-old
boys would have on their wish list, but
Gaudencio’s buffalo has transformed how
his family farms. A gift from his sponsor,
the carabao, as it is known in the Philippines, is a blessing for the family who
works the land of their rural community.

ADELIA, Indonesia
My Cheeky Dog
Adelia’s cheeky doggo Kopi is named for
his coffee-coloured fur. Her pet doubles as
security for the family’s home while her
parents work in the fields, and as a
favourite playmate.

PIMCHANOK, Thailand
The River
The most meaningful possession for 15year-old Pimchanok isn’t a possession at
all, but the river by her home. It’s her
family’s laundry, bath, and, for a few
precious months each year when the river
level is low enough, their swimming pool.

Christmas around the world
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JAKE, The Philippines
My Family’s pump-boat
Not too long ago, Jake’s father, Junel, feared for
his life whenever he went fishing to provide for his
family. Unable to paddle far enough to reach the far
-off places that teemed with fish, he was forced to
stay close to shore. If a storm broke, he needed to
return quickly or risk capsizing. A financial gift from
Jake’s sponsor to the family changed everything.
Junel used the gift to buy a pump-boat with a
brand-new engine. They named the boat the Triple
J after their sons James, 10, Jopel, 9, and 7-yearold Jake. Now Junel can fish deeper out to sea,
earning more income and giving his family peace
of mind about his safety.

PHITHAWAT, Thailand
My bike and my Bible
Phithawat’s village is on the banks of the Salween
River in northern Thailand. It has no electricity, no
internet and no telephone connection: only a satellite phone for emergencies. Most children spend
their time playing outside in the woods or fishing at
the brook. His favourite possession is his bicycle,
a gift from his father. The bike is the only memento
Phithawat has of him – he lives in a different country. Another treasured possession is the Bible he
received from Compassion, translated into Karen,
his own language.

Christmas around the world
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CHRISTMAS TREES
The comforting smell of Christmas
Mayflower 400. Not the opening gambit of an article on Christmas Trees you would
have expected. Nevertheless, one that is quite apt in this year of commemoration. But
weren’t Christmas Trees a product of Germany and popularised in the UK by Queen
Victoria and Prince Albert I hear you cry?
You are of course quite right. The Christmas tree tradition began in Germany back in
the 16th century when devout Christians brought decorated trees into their homes. Further still East-German born monk and theologian Martin Luther is widely believed to
have been the first person to add lighted candles to a tree – inspired by the twinkling
stars between the evergreen branches he had seen on winter’s evening as he walked
home. But that still doesn’t explain the connection to The Mayflower.
The first record of a Christmas Tree displayed in a house in the US dates back to
1830s and German settlers of Pennsylvania, although Pennsylvania Germans had had
community trees since 1747. As late as the 1840s, Christmas Trees were seen as a
pagan custom and Americans were still not accepting the idea of Christmas trees. To
the Puritans of New England, Christmas was sacred. ‘Pagan Mockery’ of Christmas
trees annoyed a certain William Bradford – a Yorkshire-born nonconformist who
was among the passengers of the Mayflower’s Trans-Atlantic journey and
the Pilgrims’ second governor. In fact he would hold that post for more than
thirty years. Christmas was so important to Bradford that he once wrote
that he tried hard to stamp out the mockery. It wasn’t all plain sailing for
him or the Christmas Tree. In 1647, Oliver Cromwell banned Christmas
and all its decorations and customs, including the Christmas trees and
the singing of carols. It was not until the 19th Century an influx of
German and Irish immigrants at Massachusetts undermined
the Puritan regime and trees began to reappear.
The popularity grew in the UK from 1846 when Queen Victoria and her German Prince, Albert, were sketched in the Illustrated London News standing with their children around
a Christmas tree. Unlike the previous royal family, Victoria was very popular with her subjects, and what was
done at court immediately became fashionable—not only in Britain, but with fashion-conscious East Coast
American Society. The Christmas tree had arrived. By
the 1890s Christmas ornaments were arriving from
Germany and Christmas tree popularity was on the
rise both sides of the Atlantic. Electricity brought
about Christmas lights, making it possible for
Christmas trees to glow for days on end. With
this, Christmas trees began to appear in town
squares across the country and having a
Christmas tree in the home became a deeprooted tradition in the UK and US.

www.history.com/topics/christmas/history-of-christmas-tree
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MINCEMENT
The sweet smell of Christmas
There are certain smells which say Christmas more than
any other – for some the foliage fragrant Christmas trees
to the warm wonders of mulled wine. For others it’s
chestnuts roasting on an open fire or the smell of orange
and cinnamon, or it might be the pre-season baking the
knowledge of Christmas is coming, the advent of advent
if you like. One of those baking smells, one of those
Christmas smells is mincement. But how did the once
meaty pudding from the Middle Ages come to play such a central role in our enjoyment of Christmas?
“Well, it’s complicated!” say Walkers, Shortbread makers of distinction. On their website, they outline the story as they understand it. “The reasons mince pies are so intricately linked with Christmas is complex. With its original content of meat and fats, it
was superb for eating in the lean, dark winter months. A warm mince pie would feed
you well and keep you happy as the storms raged outside the window! The trio of spices used, nutmeg, cloves and cinnamon, is said to be symbolic of the gifts given to the
Baby Jesus by the three wise men in Bethlehem. Originally, mince pies were often
made in an oval shape, reminiscent of the crib in the manger where Christ was born,
while the top represented the cloth he was swaddled in. Later on, different shapes became ways of showing off the skill of the best pastry makers, who would create intricate mince pies with stars, crescents, hearts, flowers and sugar knot garden.”
The reason mincemeat is called meat is because that’s exactly what it used to be:
most often mutton, but also beef, rabbit, pork or game. Mince pies were first served in
the early middle ages, and the pies were quite sizeable, filled with a mixture of finely
minced meat, chopped up fruit and a preserving liquid. Mincemeat originally came
about as a good way of preserving meat, without salting, curing, smoking or drying it.
(Source and credit: http://www.walkersshortbread.com/the-history-of-mince-pies/)
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RECIPES USING
MINCEMEAT
Mince Pies De Luxe
From Sheila Tigwell and Janet Asman
Ingredients
250g (8 oz) full fat cream cheese
500g (1 lb) Orange pastry
50g (2 oz) caster sugar
oil for greasing
500-625 g (1-1.25 lb) mincemeat
milk to glaze3 and caster or icing sugar to decorate
Method
First put the cream cheese and the caster sugar in a bowl and beat them until
smooth. Knead the pastry lightly and roll it out rather more thickly than usual.
Using a 7.5cm (3 inch ) fluted pastry cutter cut out 24 rounds, rerolling pastry as
necessary. Line greased patty tins with the rounds. Fill to about half their depth
with mincemeat. Then put a teaspoon of the beaten cream cheese mixture on
top of the mincemeat and smooth the top. Roll out the remaining pastry and
with a smaller 5cm (2 inch) fluted cutter, cut out another 24 rounds. Moisten underside of the rounds and place them on top of the filled pies. Press edges
lightly together and make a small slit in the top of each. Brush the tops with cold
milk and bake in the centre of the oven preheated to Gas Mark 7/220C/425F for
15-20 minutes until light golden brown. The pastry is so deliciously crumbly that
it is best to let these mince pies cool down before gently easing them out of the
tins with a round bladed knife. Before serving sprinkle them generously with
caster or icing sugar. Serve either warm – which is of course best – or cold.
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RECIPES USING
MINCEMEAT
Mincemeat Shortbread
From Dorothy Wood
Ingredients
5 1/2oz S.R. Flour
1/2oz cocoa
l/4 tsp. mixed spice
3oz butter (or spread)
3oz brown sugar
3oz dried fruit (any)
1 egg
1/2 jar mincemeat
Method
1. Rub flour and cocoa into butter, add sugar spice, and fruit
2. Beat egg and bind the mixture together
3. Roll into an oblong on a floured board the (mixture is quite soft) and cut off a 1/3,
with the 2/3 line the base and sides of an 8-inch sandwich tin, or similar and
finish the edge with a fork.
4. Spread the mincemeat in the centre
5. Roll the 1/3 into 8 balls and place onto the mincemeat and press each lightly with
a fork, sprinkle a little sugar on each
6. Place in oven and bake approximately for 30 minutes
7. Serve warm with clotted cream or custard
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RECIPES USING
MINCEMEAT
Mincemeat Cake
From Beryl Kowalski
Here is an example of a recipe passed down the generational line. Although provided for this edition by my
mum, credit for its provision must also include my
dad’s mum from whom we received it. It, of course, may have been passed through
other generations before it reached us in Plymouth via Farnborough.
1lb Mincemeat
8oz Wholemeal flour
3 level teaspoons baking powder
5oz Dark brown sugar
5oz Soft margarine
6oz Mixed fruit
3 beaten Eggs
Rind of small orange and/or lemon
Place all ingredients into large bowl add eggs and beat thoroughly in mixer. Place
in 8" tin and bake at 325f/160c /gas mark 3 for 1.5 to 1.75 hours. May require shorter cooking if using fan. Leave in tin for 30 minutes before turning out.

8" tin. Middle shelf. 1.5 to 1.75 hours. 325F/160C/Gas mark 3
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RECIPES USING
MINCEMEAT
Non-congregational ideas
I got a bit carried away looking at pictures of things to
make using mincemeat, so I thought I would share
them with you too!
Mincemeat Oat squares
https://apriljharris.com/mincemeat-oat-squares/

Mincemeat and apple tart
https://www.thespruceeats.com/mincemeat-and-apple-tartrecipe-435106

Mincemeat Palmiers
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/
mincemeat_palmiers_17610
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AND NOW FOR SOMETHING
SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT!

Christmas Pudding Ice Cream
Method
Put the mixed fruit, cherries and dried
apricots into a bowl and pour over the
brandy. Leave to soak for 2-3 hours.
Beat the eggs. Egg yolks and sugar together until light and frothy. Heat the single cream to boiling and whisk it well into
From The Archers
the egg mixture. Pour back into the pan
and heat gently, stirring until the custard
Credited to The Archers radio pro- thickens. Set aside to cool.
Lightly whip the double cream, fold it into
gramme
the custard and then fold in the dried fruit
and brandy mixture. Purée the fresh
Ingredients
pineapple in a liquidiser and stir in to the
225g (8oz) mixed dried fruit
mixture.
55g (2oz) glace cherries, halved
Turn into a large bowl and freeze until
55g (2oz) ready-to-eat apricots, chopped firm.
75ml brandy
Transfer to the fridge 20 minutes before
3 eggs
serving.
2 egg yolks
There is a different recipe for Christmas
125g (4.5oz) caster sugar
Pudding ice cream on The Times website at
300ml (1.5 pint) single cream
http://www.thetimes.co.uk/tto/magazine/
250ml double cream
article3938593.ece (source of picture below)
225g (8oz) fresh pineapple flesh
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TOP: St Paul’s Christingle Service 2016
BOTTOM: Ellie and Becky Turner in Nativity costume back in 2009
Both photos by The Editor
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Did you hear the one about the comedian whose grandfather made jelly and custard for
a living? John Monkhouse was a Methodist business man who co-founded Monks and
Glass, a company which produced custard powder and jelly. His grandson, the late comedian Bob Monkhouse, throughout the latter part of the last century, was famous, for
keeping his jokes, one-liners and stories of wit written down in a black book; a record
as it were, of gags used and to use. In the more modern era, Tim Vine - who was once
in a punk band with his brother - and Milton Jones - who gained a degree in dramatic
art - are considered the masters of the one-liners, acclaimed for their word puns and
experts of rapidly delivered clean comedy - and both are Christians and have performed regularly at Christian festivals. Monkhouse passed away in 2003 and the
chances of meeting Vine or Jones is fairly remote. Some of us may have met Andy
Kind when he performed at Emmanuel a few years ago, but even he is out of reach for
most. But never fear, meeting a comedian is something you can do - but only six at a
time. He’s fonder of small groups than a mass conversion on his doorstep!
We have discovered in our midst, during the fog that was 2020, a man for whom the
comedy circuit is a bulb powered by a lemon rather than a series springboards set inside a smoky pub. A man for whom a fringe was something lost long ago rather than a
stand-up set in Edinburgh. I came late to the party it seems, wowing the congregational
crowd daily since the dark days of the spring, his one-liners, word play and comic wit
might just find him sitting in his arm chair between Vine and Jones one day! We are
honoured in this edition to not just open his joke book, but to also be able to find his wit
inside a very special selection of Christmas Crackers. Ladies and Gentlemen, I give
you Alan Turnbull.

Karl Marx is a historically famous philosopher, but nobody ever mentions his sister,
Onya, the inventor of the starting pistol!

Why couldn't the bicycle stand up on
its own?
It was two tired!

I've just invented an anti-gloating cream…
...but I dont want to rub it in!

TIM VINE : IN PROFILE
Find the interview at: https://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2014/June-2014/Profile-Tim-Vine
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Before my surgery my anaesthetist
offered to knock me out with either
Gas or a boat paddle. Well, that was
an either/oar situation!

The man who fell into an upholstery
machine is now fully recovered.
I've lost another audio-book......now I'll
never hear the end of it!
I'm friends with 25 letters of the
Alphabet......I don't know y

I've started telling everybody about
the benefits of eating dried grapes.
It's all about Raisin awareness!

If you put a picture of yourself in a
Locket, you could say you are independant

I've just started up a dating site for
Chickens. It's not my normal day job,
I'm just doing it to make Hens meet!

It's not possible for a Dalmatian to
hide.......they're always spotted!

When I was small my mother used to
feed me alphabet soup, claiming I loved
it. I didnt really, she was just putting
words in my mouth!

I cant believe I got fired from the
Calendar Factory. All I did was take a
day off!

As I suspected, someone has been
adding soil to my garden. The plot
thickens!

Did you know that Alligators can grow
up to 15 feet? Most only have 4
though!

And I’m trying to think of a carpentry
pun that woodwork!

I'm looking after my Blacksmith's dog. As
soon as I got him home he made a bolt
for the door!

Don’t tell secrets in the Garden............the
potatoes have eyes, the corn has ears and
the beanstalk!

Been busy pouring herbs from packets
into jars. Made a right mess. Got too
much Thyme on my hands!

MILTON JONES : STAND UP FOR JESUS
Find the interview at: https://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/2013/07/standup-for-jesus/
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STRICTLY COME PRANCING
BBC1, 7.30pm, Sun 27th Dec
Matt Baker chats to Britain’s most successful dressage rider Charlotte Dujardin and
watches as, accompanied by her horse
Valegro, she preform a series of festive
pieces. Also features the voice of Alan
Dedicoat.

GREAT CHRISTMAS RAILWAY
JOURNEYS,
BBC2, 7.30pm Christmas Eve,
Christmas Day and Boxing Day
Top Hats, Turkey Street and toys! Three
special episodes of the popular railway
journeys series in which Michael Portillo
travels by rail and through time to chart the
relationship between the railway and
Christmas. From its origins, through the
industrial revolution and Victorian England,
Michael takes the scenic route past the
interesting tale of Turkey Street station
before boarding the Santa Train at
Plymouth bound for Gunnislake for the final
leg of his journey.

An advanced look at some
of the programmes hitting
our television screens this
Christmas and New Year.

APOLLO 1: MISSION TO MARS
FILM 4, 10.40am, Sun 27th Dec
FILM (1998): George Clonney stars as
Ziggy Stardust, the astronaut on a one-man
mission to feed homeless Martians at
Christmas. With the help from his friend The
Soup Dragon and a team of pink furry creatures, who communicate only by whistling,
our starman must dodge a plague of spiders
as he seeks to brings aid to those for whom
life on mars feels more like ashes to ashes.

BRITAIN’S GOT TALONS
ITV, From 6.45pm Boxing Day
Fed up with their televisions being clogged
up with cream of Britain’s ugliest humans
screeching at the top of their voice or
preforming ridiculous tricks (like juggling
upside down or trying to eat twenty boiled
eggs in a minute) and the world’s most B-list
celebrities crawling through snake pits in
order to eat a maggot and claim an free
scoop of mashed potato to share among
their sun-baked contemporaries, a gang of
vultures set to work torturing Simon Cowell,
Will I Am and Ant and Dec. Ironically filmed
in real time.
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TWIRLYWOOS CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL,
CBeebies, 8.35am Christmas Eve

WALKING IN THE AIR
BBC1, 8.30pm, Christmas Eve
1/3. Retracing the Christmas Biblical
journeys taken by the Shepherds, the Magi
and, in this first episode, the route taken by
Mary and Joseph as they travelled to
Bethlehem. Aled Jones presents and sings
relevant carols along the route recreating
the air of the very first Christmas.

More
about
Christmas.
Extended
episode of the cute stop-motion adventures
of the Twirlywoos. Great Big Hoo pulls a
cracker with the stop-go car, Toodloo
dances the Balero using her hanging hoop
and Chickady and Chick mistake The Very
Important Lady for a Christmas tree, with
hilarious consequences.

LOOKS LIKE REINDEER
BBC2, 9pm Christmas Eve

PIERS PEERS AT PEIRCE
PEERING AT PIERS,
BBC2 8pm New Year’s Day

Sue Perkins travels from Siberia to North
America via Norway tracking reindeer and
discovering how they came to be connected
to Christmas.

Tasked with a mission by the Queen of
England, former Bond actor Pierce Brosnan
tours the UK exploring the history behind
the piers which still exist and those which
don’t. Disguised as a fairground entertainer, watching his every move whilst peering
through the holes in his newspaper, Piers
Morgan sets out to prevent Brosnan
completing his mission. Expect nostalgia,
expect car chases, expect explosions and
whole load of gadgets. No piers were
harmed in the making of this programme.

GIGGLESWICK
ITV2, From 10am, Christmas Day
Reality TV show following the occupants of
the village of Giggleswick as they indulge in
their local tradition of pulling a cracker every
five minutes on Christmas Day and reading
the joke out as loud as they can. Can they
make others giggle whilst not giggling whilst
they read and will a repeating gag just get
on their wick?

THAT WAS THE WEEK THAT
WASN’T
BBC2, 9pm, New Year’s Eve

BOXING DAY BOND: Sean Connery
Show Case
ITV, From 11.35pm Boxing Day

Using the latest keyhole technology Sir
David Frost investigates how the week
between Christmas and New Year somehow manages to merge and what causes
people to forget which day of the week it is,
when the bins of out and what on earth they
are supposed to do to fill the time. Contains
scenes of a strange nature and Loyd
Grossman.

Continuing the tradition of showing a Bond
film on Boxing Day, ITV steps up the action
this year to celebrate Connery’s 90th
birthday. Showing his first six action-packed
films in a back to back Bond marathon
which may leave you shaken but not stirred!
Concludes at midnight.

STAR TREK: The Next Generation
BBC2, 6.45pm Mon 28th Dec

THE APPRENTICE: CHRISTMAS
SPECIAL
BBC1, 9pm Wed 23rd Dec

A previously unaired Christmas special of
the Sci-fi franchise. Captain Picard hosts a
Christmas dinner for members of the crew
but things take an unexpected twist when
an unexpected guest turns out to be none
other than Captain Kirk!. Meanwhile a very
reluctant Mr Worf must dress up as Father
Christmas for a local community event, to
save the lives of away team, when an away
mission to an Earth-like planet does not go
to plan. Guest starring Brian Blessed.

1/2. Two elves, with supporting teams
behind them, complete a series of tasks in
order to see who will become Santa Clause
head elf. From posh houses to poverty, from
New York to new toys, from candy canes to
calamity, who will come out on top and win
the prized North Pole position. Concludes
next Wednesday.
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You have been reading...
At the end of Dad’s Army, Allo’ Allo and Hi-de-Hi, the performance credits
begin with ‘You have been watching’. Well, here are some questions, in no
particular order, the answers of which you have been reading...
1. Members of which country watch Donald Duck at Christmas?
2. Who said thank you for the water buffalo?
3. Who wrote ‘For the Fallen’?
4. In 2017 what game we Sheila Clifford and Keith Smith playing?
5. Which Bible verse appeared on p29?
6. Which province is the worlds leading exporter of Christmas Trees?
7. Which country shares ‘Oplatek’ at Christmas?
8. What was credited to The Archers?
9. What is being shown at 7.30pm on BBC2 on Christmas Eve?
10. Who did Ron discover had a good singing voice?
11. Where was Stan when Rachel was born?
Answers:
Q1: p42

Q2: p48
Q3: p6/p7

Q4: p15
Q5: p29

Q6: p39
Q7: p41

Q10: p18
Q11: p27

Q8:p56
Q9: p60

EMMANUEL SERVICES

ST PAUL’S SERVICES

Sunday
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am Our main service
With groups of our children ages 0-14
6.30pm More informal, with a focus on
praise and prayer
Wednesday
10.30am BCP Holy Communion

Sunday
10.00am 1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sunday
Holy Communion
10.00am 2nd Sunday
All Age Worship
Tuesday
10.00am BCP Holy Communion

Services currently differ from above

Services currently differ from above

CHURCH CONTACTS

Team Rector

Rev Preb Karl Freeman

01752 248601

Associate Vicar

EMMANUEL OFFICE
01752 260317
1 Compton Ave, Mannamead, PL3 5BZ
Open Weekday mornings 9am-12pm. Answerphone.
Please also use this number for Church Hall bookings

Rev Tony Williams

03301 139088

Curate

Rev Darryl Cree

01752 775213

Deacon across the Parish

Rev Bev Cree

01752 775213

Rtd Reader Emmanuel (with permission to officiate)

Tim Lyddon

01752 772241

Reader at St Paul’s (with permission to officiate)

ST PAUL’S OFFICE
07707 064138
100 Efford Lane, Efford, PL3 6LT
Open Monday and Tuesday mornings 9am-12pm.

Judy Earl

01752 202593

Church Warden (Emmanuel)

Bert Tayler

01752 319287

Church Warden (St Paul’s)

Bev Kelly
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01752 781665

TOP AND BOTTOM:
Repairs to the Church roof
Photos by Peter Terrell
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