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It was the year the General Post Office took over from private telegraph companies (Jan), the year the first ever (unofficial) international football match, England
v Scotland, took place under the approval of the FA (Mar); the year the final splice
to the first telegraph submarine cable to India was made at Porthcurno in Cornwall (Jun). It was the year Charles Dickens died; the year Keble College, Oxford,
opened (Jun); the year the British Red Cross was established (Aug) and the year
Emmanuel Church Plymouth opened to begin its ministry. That was the year that
was 1870. Trademark Victorian top hats and long coats were the fashion for men
and swirly floor-length dresses for the ladies and of course Queen Victoria was on
the throne. As Victoria’s reign proved to be in the latter stages, it was, more locally, the beginning of the life and times of Emmanuel; the start of ministry in an ever
-expanding parish. The story was just beginning.
150 years on, and recent events have forced the church as a whole to accept a
new way of worship, a new way to minister and opened up channels into a new
mission, with digital fellowship - adapting for a new era once again perhaps. However, there is no substitute for seeing other people, enjoying physical fellowship,
singing together and being in the church building, the people coming together to
share faith – and long may that continue once it is deemed safe to do so (and of
course, the sooner the better!).
1870 had its own conflicts, new empires, and the Franco-Prussian War; wrestling
for power was rife in America and Germany. In 2020 we find ourselves wrestling
with ourselves; the desire to see our church family in church, the need to stay
safe at home, the routine to be online for 1030am on Sunday challenged by not
leaving the house at 10am, so much extra time resulting in learning from the Bible
less. Whatever wrestling we find ourselves doing; God walks alongside us – or as
an anthem of Emmanuel puts it “In my wrestling and in my doubts, in my failures
You won’t walk out, Your great love will lead me though, You are the peace in my
troubled sea”; Our God, the God of angel armies is always by our side, carrying
us, like the Footprints poem suggests, when we need Him too. In 150 years the
parish has seen, battled, funded, built and most importantly ministered – and it’s
not been easy, but then, who said it would be. As for the next chapter, we stand
confident in the words of Psalm 27, personally as our light, salvation and stronghold (v1) and as a parish, we wait on the Lord to write the next line (v14). The future is in God’s hands. Emmanuel and St Paul’s next chapter is in the planning;
we wait and see what happens.
As expected then, we focus this edition on the story of Emmanuel: how Half an
Acre became a mission for ministry. And as that story embarks on its next chapter, we also pick up the next part of Pelisa’s faith story and Stan’s Tales from the
Mission Field. There is of course local life and community comment in Pews
News, and other regular features and fun along way. Enjoy.
Cover picture: Emmanuel Church 18XX
Editor: John Kowalski
Proof Reader: Richard Line
Regular Contributors: Rev Karl Freeman, Tim Lyddon, Ron Wheeler, Stan Porter, Mike
Cooke, Owen Kowalski, Sheila Clifford and The Mission Committee.
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Dear Church!
I wonder what your favourite Bible verse is? Having said that,
I’m not sure it’s possible to have one favourite Bible verse!
There are so many blessings expressed in Scripture – who
would ever want to choose between them when they can all
be ours in Jesus Christ! But from time to time there do seem to be different Bible
verses which grip us or feel particularly pertinent to our circumstances. For me, right now, it
has to be Hebrews 6:19-20
We have this hope as an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner
sanctuary behind the curtain, where our
forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our
behalf.
What more could we ask for than hope and security? Hope that is based upon the certainty of
Jesus’ promises. Perhaps most notably,
“… surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
(Matthew 28:20)
and
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, reserved in heaven for you, who through faith are
shielded by God’s power for the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the
last time.… 1 Peter 1:3-5
That just about covers it for me – whether on earth or in heaven, our Lord has
covered every eventuality! I think that sentiment was what enabled Paul to write,
For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
Philippians 1:21
For me so far, Hebrews 6:19 is the message engraved in my mind by our present
circumstances. I want that hope to shape every aspiration in my life more and
more as the days go by. Again, Paul in Philippians 3:10-12, writes:
“… I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to Him in His death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.…
That’s what our lives remain about on this earth, whatever our circumstances.
That’s just one of the ways in which the Lord has been speaking to me through
these times. And wow, have our regular times together online, day by day, cultivated and nurtured such aspirations!
Continues overleaf >>>>>>>
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Again, I would like to ask the question, ‘How has the Lord been dealing with and
developing you during these past few months?’ It was the philosopher, essayist,
poet, and novelist, George Santayana, who once said, ‘"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it." He is more famously (but erroneously)
attributed to saying, 'Those who do not learn history are doomed to repeat it.’
Learning from our past is essential to faithful living. Indeed, it’s what reading Scripture is all about.
Paul wrote as much to the Corinthian church,
Now these things happened to them as examples and were written
down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfilment of the ages has come.
So, the one who thinks he is standing firm should be careful not to fall.
… 1 Corinthians 10:11-12
So again, may I remind you of the online Zoom Room opportunity on Tuesday the
8th of September at 7.30pm, to have a conversation as a parish?
Click Here of you’re reading this electronically or if you need to type it in, run
up Zoom on your phone or computer, enter Meeting ID: 869 8420 1693 & Usual Emmanuel Passcode.
We’ll be looking back on the past few months at some of the paths we have trodden and lessons we might do well to consolidate upon if these times are to hone
and refine our lives. There will, of course, be no intrusion into private thoughts and
circumstances, just an opportunity for people to share what they might like to and
to commit what emerges in prayer together.
The questions we’ll be using to think in advance about what might launch our conversations are:
What have you found yourself doing now, that you didn’t do before lockdown?
Are there things which have benefitted your faith and lifestyle?
How might you ensure they continue to enrich or grow your faith?
Are there things you’ve stopped doing?
Do you need to recover them or are you better off without them?
Have these past six months taught you anything which you want to hold onto
or cultivate?
How will you endeavour to make sure these aspirations are reached?
What lessons do you think we have learned as a church community?
How might the past six months change what we do in future?
Has the secular world learned anything though all this?
If you don’t use Zoom, it would be great to receive a written letter or email from you
so your thoughts could be part of the conversation. Mail to Rev Karl Freeman, Emmanuel Church, 1 Compton Ave, Mannamead, Plymouth, PL3 5BZ or email:
karldesk@blueyonder.co.uk
Finally, from this weekend, I am on two weeks leave. We are essentially ‘holidaying
at home’, with a few intrepid expeditions and possible some probably ineffectual
efforts to fight back in the garden! I shall be with you again at prayers on Monday
7th September! Tony is now back from leave and Revs Darryl and Bev are variously
coming and going as and when domesticity and work allow!
May you continue to know Christ’s blessing upon you.
In His Grip and Grace! Rev Karl 20.08.20. (Originally Bulletin 18)
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THE PROLOGUE
THE LATE 1860’s
The 1867 map of Compton Gifford shows how little building had taken place in what is
now Mannamead. Mutley Plain, too, had no more than a handful of houses on the western side (Ford Park); there is no Plymouth College (1880); no St Gabriel’s (1909); three or
four houses can be seen on Townsend Hill, including Foulston’s famous Athenian Cottage, and the whole area is largely rural. Indeed, it appears that there had been more building going on at ‘Manamead’ (sic) than anywhere else. Starting in the mid-1850s, at least
twenty large villas had been erected on the two fields known as East and West Mannamead
- land owned by Sir Michael Culme-Seymour, of Rockingham Castle, Northamptonshire.
The roads now called Seymour Road and Seymour Avenue had been constructed. To the
west of Tavistock Road, in its own grounds is Mutley House, home of the Hawkers. Thorn
Park has yet to be laid out. Further to the north and west there are but three large houses:
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Athos Villa, which became Mount House and, until 2005, the Plymouth College Preparatory School; Mount View, now occupied by The King’s School; and Thornhill, the extensive residence of the Whiteford family. To the east of Tavistock Road there are three more
large properties: Hartley Villa, now the site of Inceworth, The Tower (demolished), and
Hartley House, owned by one of Emmanuel’s greatest benefactors, Captain Henry Rogers,
R.N. Elsewhere, with the exception of one or two smaller houses, there are fields and
market gardens. By 1867, the Rev Peter Holmes’ Mannamead School had been at Wellington Villa and other nearby houses for thirteen years. So although, as yet, there was a relatively small community, the lack of a church in the area seems to have been felt keenly.
LAND IS GIVEN FOR A NEW CHURCH
The little ‘chapel’ in Lower Compton village, presided over by Emmanuel’s first vicar, the
Rev. George Fletcher, was clearly inadequate, and one can imagine many social reasons, in
the Victorian age, for its being found unsatisfactory for those living in what was seen as a
‘superior’ suburb. Thus it was in 1866 that Compton’s new curate-in-charge, the Rev
George Henry Fletcher, M.A., and the Rev Henry Addington Greaves, M.A., vicar of
Charles Church, began to plan a new church for the burgeoning suburb. At a meeting in
Compton Schoolroom, held on 15th December 1866, a half-acre site to the east of Tavistock
Road and north of Walmer Villa was offered by Mrs Betsy Revel and her daughter Miss
Elizabeth Ann Revel. The name of the church was to be ‘Emmanuel’. The Revels wanted
to commemorate the Cambridge College of the late Rev Revel, son of Betsy and sister of
Elizabeth Ann. Mr Greaves “liked [the name] exceedingly”, but, inevitably, some had objected.
AND SO OUR STORY BEGINS…..
Source:s
Emmanuel Explored, a series written by Richard Line and serialised by Life and Times between 2012 and 2014.
Half an Acre for God, by Tim L;yddon, 2020
Emmanuel in the News, by Tim Lyddon, not yet published for general circulation
Life & Time, the Parish Magazine, July/August 2018 Edition
You Tube (links as shown)

DID YOU SPOT THE CONNECTIONS?
How many current road name connections did you spot in the prologue?
Sir Michael Culme-Seymour accounts for Michael Road, Culme Road, and the various
Seymour streets. Rockingham Road comes from Rockingham Castle. The Hawkers may
account for what is now Hawkers Lane. Mrs Betsy Revel gave her name to Revel Road.
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CHAPTER 1:
1870: IN THE BEGINNING
BUILDING BEGINS

Mr Thomas Marshall put in a successful tender of
£2000 to construct stage one of the church building, the part which is now the Nave. Further
costs, however, were incurred when the nature of
the land was ascertained. To the east and south,
the land was firm and the foundations were laid with ease, but to the north and west, the
builders ran into clay. The problem was overcome by buying over a thousand cartloads of
rubble, at six pence a load, to raise the level of the land and reinforce the clay. The building
rubble came from the excavations for the new Guildhall
(completed 1874) in Plymouth city centre.
The first cornerstone was laid by Rev Greaves, 15th Vicar of
Charles Church, on 17th June 1869, an event which attracted the
attention of the Western Morning News. The limestone for the structure was brought up from the Bedford Quarry at Pomphlett, (near Morrison’s Pomphlett
store) and Bath stone was imported for the dressings of doors and windows. Intriguingly, a
time capsule was placed in a cavity behind the foundation stone, though this stonework
was not disturbed in the building of the new north-west entrance. The completed first stage
of the building (pictured above) was consecrated on 19th September 1870 with a seating capacity of 470
UNEXPECTED DEVELOPMENTS IN THE CHURCHYARD
Emmanuel’s churchyard is one of the most extensive in Plymouth, and, before the 1970
bus bay was constructed, stretched even further west towards the former Tavistock Road.
We have to thank the church officers of 1869 for securing this land. Both at the west of the
new building and (after 1881) at the east end, there were various disputes concerning the
use of land. The Revels, having given the site for the church itself, sold other parts of the
plot to Marshall the builder. To the consternation of the future congregation, Marshall began to erect three villas across the western boundary, in line with the other villas still standing to the north of Compton Park Road. Fortunately a deal was struck. Marshall was paid
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£274 to remove all foundation work (and much of
the first villa), and a further £500 was paid to secure the extra land. All seems to have been put
right by January 1870. By this time, money was
running out, and further appeals during 1870
raised the total given to over £3900.
THE FIRST PART OF THE CHURCH IS
DEDICATED
All was finally ready for the opening ceremony on 19th September, 1870, when Bishop Temple and Chancellor Phillpotts performed the dedication, reciting Psalm 24.
The first baptism to take place in the new church was that of Captain Rogers’ daughter,
Catherine, using water from the River Jordan.

LINK TO THE PAST:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-33HR5aXJyw
Thirty-six building committee meetings were held in the early 1870s, sorting out deficiencies in the roofing of the aisles, adding 1300 feet of piping for the heating system. They
even considered building a tower; after all, there were new ones at St Jude’s and St Matthias’s. Money was still needed for the main structure, however, and, in desperation, a market
garden was set up by the road to raise funds.
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CHAPTER 2:
1881: A SIGNIFICANT YEAR
A CHANGE OF VICAR

In 1878 Emmanuel’s first Vicar,
The Rev G H Fletcher (right) decided to move on, to the delight of
some I may add! The Rev George
Benton Berry, as appointed at the
age of 31, and began work in the parish in 1879. His period as
vicar remains the longest in Emmanuel’s history, the incumbency lasting nearly 33 years, 1879 to 1912.
THE CHURCH IS EXTENDED
The architect chosen to complete the main body of the church was James Hine, a distinguished local practitioner, who had stunned Plymouth with his wonderful French gothic
design for the new Guildhall and Municipal buildings. The brief was to complete the nave,
with a crossing and transepts, and to add a raised chancel with associated organ chamber
and vestry. Costs were finalised by November, the work went out to tender, and the cheapest of the nine builders was chosen. Philip Blowey of Buckland Monachorum was convinced that the work could be done for just over £3000. Foundations were begun in April
1880. Once again, the clay on the northern side created headaches for the builders.
Blowey’s solution was to provide footings of Portland cement concrete, four foot six wide
and two feet deep. This added £156 to the bill. Work then proceeded well, and
the second of Emmanuel’s cornerstones, on a buttress of the South Transept,
was laid by the Bishop of Exeter in July 1880.
AND IT’S FROM THE OLD WE TRAVEL TO THE NEW
The last service in the ‘old’ church was held on 3rd July 1881. After only two weeks, the temporary screens were down, the organ was moved to its new chamber, and the church was
ready for dedication on Monday 18th July. The Western Morning News of 19th July gives a vivid
account of the reopening. The journalist seems to have been impressed by the scale of the
building and by the beauty of the carving; Mr Trevenan’s angels on the choir stalls were
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much praised. In the morning, the Bishop
preached on a text from Matthew XIII - “things
old and new” - whilst in the afternoon a
‘conversazione’ and a sale of work took place.
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE PARISH MAGAZINE
Mr Berry began the Parish Magazine in 1881. The
magazines are a priceless record of the church’s
activities, and Mr Berry’s manic enthusiasm bounces from the
pages: new windows and furnishings are given loving and detailed descriptions; marriages and baptisms are rejoiced upon;
the fun of school treats to Newnham Park and Newton Ferrers
are reported; lectures are advertised and described; mission work
is given much emphasis; talks at the Compton Institute are mentioned (subjects included the evils of smoking and opium traffic);
more choir members are requested, and, of course, there are appeals for money. The young Mr Berry was clearly enjoying all aspects of his new parish, and, to crown his happiness, he married
his churchwarden’s daughter, Florence Louisa Bewes of Home
Lodge. The magazine circulation increased from 280 to 350 over
the course of the year, and went on rising.
MORE STAINED GLASS
These were great times at Emmanuel, and although
money was never plentiful, it was during the next twenty years that some of the building’s greatest aesthetic
treasures were added by grateful parishioners. Quality
mattered, and when Mary Pearn of Compton Leigh
died in 1880, only the designs of William Morris and
Edward Burne-Jones would suffice for the new East
Window. This masterpiece, one of Plymouth’s greatest
works of art, was in place by Christmas 1881
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CHAPTER 3:
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF
THE REV GEORGE BENTON BERRY

Stone circles, Port Said and the book of Revelation! Seemingly unconnected yet all key items in the life and times
of Emmanuel’s second vicar…
A PROFILE
After service curacies at Norrington, near Dover in
Kent and St Mark's, Tollington Park, Upper Holloway. Rev Berry was a fresh new face in
the parish and a very different man to his predecessor and a man who would become more
prominent in Emmanuel’s history than most.
On 2nd May 1881 at Emmanuel Church, Plymouth: Reverend George Benton Berry (aged
33) married the Churchwarden’s third daughter, Florence Louisa Bewes (aged 28)
One of his claims to fame is that in 1894 he discovered an ancient stone circle on Dartmoor at Grimpound (on Langstone Moor near Great Mistor). The stones were re-erected in
position at the expense of the Duke of
Bedford. The circle is regarded as the
chief circle of its kind on Dartmoor. He
was a great walker, and thought nothing
of returning on foot from large family
picnics on Dartmoor.
Rev Berry was also Senior Chaplain to 2nd Prince of Wales Volunteer Battalion, Chaplain
in Charge at Port Said.
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From 1893-1896 he was Mayor of Plymouth's
Chaplain, and a member of the Diocesan
Conference.
He was the author of several religious books, including: "New Jerusalem" - An Exposition of Revelation xxi and xxii, "End of all Things" and "After
the War." He won two English prize essays at Trinity Hall, Cambridge.
Sadly Florence died aged only 50 on 18 September 1902, and was buried in Ford Park
Cemetery a short distance from her parents' grave. . The inscription on the headstone also
“remembers” George Benton Berry.

In September 1910, Rev Berry announced his forthcoming
probable retirement, to be in 1912. It was reported in the
local media on Tuesday 27th September 1910, as this clipping from The Western Morning News shows.
As expected, George resigned his living at Emmanuel,
Plymouth in 1912, at the age of 64, to conduct a Mission
in China. Whether he actually went to China, and if so for
how long, is unclear. He sold his personal furniture and
effects at an auction on Thursday 26 September 1912.
He travelled several times to the Holy Land and to the Middle East He seems to have been
a keen photographer. And contributed to "Scenes in the Holy Land" published by Cambridge University Press. It is illustrated by 63 plates, of which 19 were taken by Reverend
George Berry.
On 5 November 1924, George, now aged 76, married 52-year-old Charlotte Louisa, daughter of William White. They had no children by the second marriage.
George died at Port Said in Egypt on 26 January 1925. There is a memorial in his memory
in the English Church there. His Will dated 5 November 1924 left everything to his widow, Charlotte. The estate was sworn at £64 10s. Charlotte died in the 1950's.
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CHAPTER 4:
MOVING HOUSE, ’YELLOW PAGES’ AND
THE BURNING BUSH!
In the 1880s, the parish was growing fast, and it
became clear that Mr Berry was feeling the strain.
At the beginning of the decade the vicarage was at
6 College Avenue. There was a feeling that this
was somewhat distant from the hub of affairs, so,
in 1883, Mr Berry tentatively suggested that a vicarage should be built in the north-western corner of the churchyard. A grant of £770 was
also obtained, which went some way towards the final cost of a new house on the brow of
Townsend Hill. The vicar moved in during the summer of 1884. (This remained the official vicarage until 1918, when the new vicar, Dr Flynn, moved into the delightful Arts &
Crafts building below the Parish Hall.) Emmanuel’s first curate was appointed in 1886-7,
when the Rev R T Tyacke, BA, joined the parish. He lived in Calverly, one of the big houses on the western side of Tavistock Road. (Like many curates, he stayed for no longer than
two years, after which Mr Berry once again ploughed a lonely furrow, until the Rev Nathaniel Lewarne arrived in 1893.)
NEW IDEAS
The Rev Tyacke’s arrival acted like a tonic on Mr Berry. 1887 was also the Queen’s Golden
Jubilee year, and a richly detailed, 80-page Parish Directory (more recently known as The
Parish Yellow Pages’) appeared for the first time as a supplement to the Parish Magazine.
Further building plans were also being discussed. Several people (and most notably Captain Rogers) were keen to build a tower and spire at the south-west corner of the church.
Others felt that this would be a waste of money, and that the West End should be taken
down and extended by 25 feet to provide various parish rooms. (How contemporary a note
this strikes.) Captain Rogers showed deep disdain for the idea. By this date, over £9000
had been spent on the church building, and one has the impression that raising money for
any project was proving more and more difficult. With a typical burst of Berry enthusiasm,
a Grand Indian Bazaar, & Home and Inter-Colonial Fête was organised as a fund-raising
event. It was to be held in the grandeur of the new Guildhall. Mr Berry persuaded his uncle, the Hon Sir Graham Berry KCMG (Agent General for the Colony of Victoria), to
open it. £400 was raised, but there were many expenses incurred. Lack of funds, however,
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did not prevent the next great building project
from being pursued, although the building of the
tower caused the parish much heartache and
opened up unpleasant rifts in the congregation.
THE BURNING BUSH!
After Curate Tyacke’s departure, Mr Berry found
the workload increasingly heavy. More and more
often he fell ill, and he was absent for much of the
winter of 1891-2. The Rev Franklin Bellamy acted as a ‘locum’. Before Mr Berry returned,
one of the more bizarre episodes in his life occurred when he accidentally set fire to some
gorse bushes on the moors and found himself at Ashburton Petty Sessions. The case was
dismissed.
THE TOWER IS GIVEN THE GO-AHEAD
By mid1893, the magic figure of £1500 had been raised, although now it was felt that the
figure should be raised to £2000 to meet any eventualities. The next significant event occurred in the summer of 1894, when Mr Charles Bone, Rogers’ architectural partner, tested the ground where the tower was to stand by digging a trial pit and taking borings. All
was satisfactory on this side of the site. On October 22nd 1894 Mr Bone addressed a meeting, where he went through all details of the tower and spire plans. For a number of reasons, some of which are detailed in a later paragraph, the atmosphere in the church community was becoming increasingly acrimonious. By Christmas 1894, Mr Berry put out a
plea for unity, and the text in the Christmas window decorations was from Psalm 133 “Behold how good and pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” Notwithstanding all these disputes, the plans were put out to tender early in 1895, and the lowest
of eight estimates was chosen. Jonathan Marshall agreed to build the tower and spire for
just under £5000. If, however, only the tower
were to be built, then the cost would be £3500.
So it was that work finally started in July 1895.
The foundation stone was laid by the Mayor of
Plymouth, and the inscription reads “To the glory of Emmanuel; God with us; the Anointed
Son of the Living God. A tried stone, a precious
corner stone, a sure foundation” (Isaiah XXVIII
xvi).
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CHAPTER 5:
GOING UP: THE TALE OF THE TOWER
BUILDING THE TOWER
July 1895- November 1896
The builders had to dig down 14 feet to find a
foundation of hard shillat. On top of this a solid
platform of concrete was laid, 6 feet deep and 32
feet square - impressive foundations, by any standards. The foundation stone was laid by the Mayor of Plymouth, Mr Law, on Wednesday
17th July 1895. A sealed bottle was placed in the cavity containing a copy of the Western
Morning News and a parchment containing the signatures of the Vicar and other parish
officials. The tower was to be 72 feet high, built of Plymouth limestone with Doulting
stone dressings. The architect considered his design to be a “free treatment of the perpendicular style”. Had the 78-foot spire been added, this would have raised the total height to
150 feet. The walls were to be 4 feet thick and buttressed at the angles. The tall louvres at
the top of the tower had oak boarding covered with ‘green’ Westmorland slates. To pave
the entrance vestibule, squares of Portland stone were used, alternating with rubbed
Delabole slate. The original oak doors survive to this day, with their bronze butt hinges.
The doorway is framed by Doulting stone crockets, carved by Mr Trevenan. Quality is evident everywhere, and the scale of the building work is titanic. Indeed, a number of people
commented unfavourably on how vast the structure was in comparison with the surrounding stonework; but had the spire been added, then the proportions would have come back
into perspective. A picture of the design hangs to this day in the tower vestibule. Three
foremen were responsible for the building work, but tragically one of them died when the
walls were only a few feet high. Otherwise, work proceeded without fatalities.
THE TOWER IS DEDICATED
The tower was finally dedicated in November 1896 by the Reverend Bishop Knight-Bruce,
D.D., late of Mashonaland. Psalms 48, 61 and 84 were sung, and an extremely apt reading
from Micah IV was chosen. Captain Rogers never got over the fact that his beloved spire
was not built, but it was difficult enough to pay off the debt for the tower. Not until 1902,
six years later, was it that a legacy allowed the church officers to achieve this. The various
worries of this period caused Mr Berry to consider resignation and move to “a quieter

4

sphere of labour.” Mrs Berry was also unwell, and
the two of them took a three-month holiday.
QUEEN VICTORIA’S DIAMOND JUBILEE 1897
This happy year and all began well with the setting
up of “two large and handsome lamps” at the entrance to the church. There was also a splendid
Victoria Diamond Jubilee Fête and Bazaar in the
grounds of Thornhill, “secluded by its fine old trees and plantations. There was sadness later
in the year when news was the tragic drowning in Bantham Bay of Compton Schoolmaster
Thomas Roberts and his eldest son, Herbert. Mr Roberts tried to save his son and his
young friend, James, from drowning, but all three perished. A stained glass window by
Fouracre and Son was placed in the tower vestibule in 1898 in memory of this tragic event.
It was unveiled on the afternoon of Easter Day. A happier event at the end of 1897 was the
announcement of the appointment of a new curate,
the Rev The O’Shea, although he too moved on
within two years to Dittisham. His “lilting, Irish
tones” were greatly missed
So Emmanuel now had a tower, a commemorative
window and a grand entrance. But the tower would
stand empty as the bells cast to be hung there would
not arrive until 1904.

LINK TO THE PAST:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDOSaVLL5Mg
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CHAPTER 6:
BIG BEN’S LITTLE BROTHERS
John Warner and Sons from Fleet Street, London
was awarded the contract for casting the bells and
installing them in Emmanuel’s tower.
The firm was founded in 1739 and remained under the continuous ownership of the same family
for more than two centuries.

They manufactured a wide variety of products including deep well pumps, beer engines
and fire engines. The firm starting making bells in 1788 and apart from a break between
1816 and 1850, continued until 1924. Prior to 1816 they only cast in bells in sand. This restricted the diameter to eighteen inches. By 1851 the firm was listed as employing 141 men.
In 1856 they cast the Great Bell for the Houses of Parliament, known as Big Ben. It was
hung in New Palace Yard and then tested each day, but on 17th October 1857, a crack appeared. No one would take the blame. Some thought the composition of the bell’s metal or
its dimensions were wrong. Warners, however, blamed the designer for increasing the hammer’s weight from 355kg to 660kg. Warners asked too high a price for breaking up and recasting the bell so the Whitechapel Bell Foundry got the job.
It is believed that there are approximately 2550 surviving Warner bells, eight of which are
at Emmanuel. These were given by Alfred Tilby. The bells were originally intended for St
Matthias, North Hill, but the locals opposed the idea on the grounds that they would be
too noisy for those within the nearby hospital at Greenbank, so their destination was
changed to Emmanuel.
They were installed ready for their dedication on Saturday April 2nd, 1904. They were first
rung at Emmanuel on Sunday 3rd, Easter day, 1904, but a full peal of 5040 changes was not
executed until Wednesday 8th March 1905.
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Again, The Western Morning News was on hand
report on the ringing of the new Bells. In the
growing parish, Emmanuel could now call its
parishioners to Church.

DID YOU KNOW?
When bells were new and ready to
hang, tradition stated that each one
should have an inscription. Emmanuel’s are no different. Here are the
inscriptions on our bells:
1

E flat

6cwt 14lbs

2

D

6cwt 2qtrs 24 lbs

United we our tuneful notes will raise, and waft to God on high
tribute meet of praise
I welcome the bride. May God bless her

3

C

6cwt 3qtrs 23 lbs

I call all men in to prayer

4

B flat

7cwt 3qtrs 2 lbs

I summon the people in to praise

5

A flat

10cwt 20 lbs

6

G

10cwt 3qtrs 11 lbs

I mark how time flies fleeting on its course, and how as sure
eternity draws near
I toll for the dead. Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust

7

F

14cwt 3qrts 3 lbs

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

8

E flat

21cwt 2qrts 2 lbs

All glory be to God on high. Amen
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CHAPTER 7:
1900-1945: VARIOUS VICARS AND THE
OUTBREAK WAR
THE REV DR FRANCIS FLYNN 1912-1923
Dr Flynn’s first letter to his new congregation appeared in the magazine of December 1912. He
had spent many years as a naval chaplain, and was
Honorary Chaplain to the King. After his years at
Trinity College Dublin, he had already established an enviable reputation in Plymouth.
1913 began with a series of requests from the new Vicar. He wanted a new ‘Holy Table’ for
the east end, along with new Holy Communion Rails, (a memorial to Captain Rogers).
Two clergy Prayer Desks were also provided, the Vicar’s desk being a memorial to Mr Berry,
and the Curate’s desk was in memory of Colonel Exham’s wife, Edith. Dr Flynn also had
the chancel carpeted. It was at the same time that the pews were refurbished with ‘runners’.
Top of the agenda, though, was a Parish Hall. Dr Flynn could not believe that the parish
had done without one for so many years, and there are one or two rather sharp letters in
the magazine on the subject. As far as he was concerned, the Parish Hall was a sine qua non,
and would be the “workshop of the parish”. At the beginning of 1914, a fund-raising idea
was put together whereby parishioners could pay one penny for a brick. There were
216,000 bricks for sale. But with the outbreak of War, everything was suspended, and plans
were dramatically curtailed.
THE REV ARTHUR C CHAMPION 1923-1929
The seven years of Mr Champion’s incumbency mark a kind of consolidation in the life of
the parish. After two highly charismatic and somewhat eccentric pastors, Emmanuel settled
to the sound new ideas of its new incumbent. He was in his early thirties, and admitted, in
a typically self-deprecatory way, that he had not had a great deal of parochial experience owing to the interruption of the 1914-1918 war. He regarded Emmanuel as his “training
ground”, and it is clear that some of his ideas were well accepted and others less so. Mr
Champion began his ministry in October 1923, by introducing a parish ‘Sister’, Miss
Maunders. The subject of pew rents re-emerged; as ever, and as Emmanuel’s financial footing was insecure. Pew rents were eventually raised from 3/6 a quarter to 5/- a quarter in
1927. What is also noticeable from the magazines is a certain pedagogical approach in some

8

of the articles. A regular series of articles by
‘UBIQUE’ instructs the populace on the use or
misuse of slang, split infinitives, flowery prose, hyphens, and common blunders, to name but a few.
There are even ‘tests’ on English usage. More appropriately, each month had a regular article on
Saints’ Days and their importance.
THE REV ROBERT CARNEGIE KNOX
1929-1939
The Rev Carnegie Knox was Emmanuel’s fifth Vicar. Like several of Emmanuel’s vicars, he
was a Cambridge University man who had gone on to study at Ridley Hall. After serving as
a curate at Swansea and Great Yarmouth, he became Vicar of St Margaret’s, Ipswich. He
arrived in Plymouth in the autumn of 1929. Tall and imposing, yet gentle and shy, this clergyman made a deep impression on the congregation. Of all the vicars’ letters over the
parish’s 136-year history, his are the most entertaining to read. There is a wry, gentle wit in
his writings, and loving self-deprecatory comments about all aspects of human strengths
and frailties. After all the building, embellishing, busyness and manic fund-raising of some
of the earlier years, an intense, but by no means claustrophobic, spirituality seems to have
descended on the parish. Each year was allotted a motto phrase in the magazine. In 1936,
for example, he chose the lines, “Let us not be weary in well-doing, for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not.” With particular appropriateness in 1939 he chose the short sentence, “He knoweth what is in the darkness.” One suspects that two sorts of darkness were
on Mr Knox’s mind: the imminent threat of Nazi Germany and his own illness, which was
to kill him one year later.
In the ten years that Mr Knox was vicar of Emmanuel, there are fewer events for a history
of this kind to report upon. Yet changes there were, and in this unstable decade, significant
steps were taken to spread the Word in an ever-increasing parish
THE REV R. JOHN W. MORRIS 1940-1946
The Rev John Morris was another Cambridge university man, his college, rather appropriately, being Emmanuel College. He arrived with his wife and 1½-year-old daughter on December 21st 1939, and the congregation must have felt relieved that such a warm and emotionally vivid man had come to lead them through the darkness of war. The >>>>>>
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>>>>>>> Morrises left in January 1946, with four
children - Penny, Judy, Caroline and Hugh.
WORLD WAR II: THE UNEXPECTED
MISSION FOR MINISTRY
Stories remain of vast congregations of up to a
thousand at many of the services, with people literally standing in the doorways. The alchemy of
war no doubt helped Mr Morris in his teambuilding ventures, and by the end of the conflict there were record numbers in Cubs,
Brownies, Scouts, Guides, Men’s Society, Mother’s Union, The Tuesday Club, Young
Wives, the Knitting Group/Working Party, and the QBs. The last of these was a young
people’s society, founded in 1940, which did indeed Quest for the Best. Its meetings were
held in the vicarage, and had talks about all manner of subjects such as “What we are and
why we are”, as well as fun evenings, playing “Tricky Twisters”. Amongst its members was
Ken Pillar, who later became Warden of Lee Abbey, and later still a bishop.
Among the things aiding this mission was the new hall, a separate building to the east of
the old Parish Hall. This Steele Pearse Hall. Building was completed a month or so after
Chamberlain’s famous speech, and two days after the official outbreak of World War II, on
Sunday 3rd September, 1939.

Remarkably little damage was done to the church during the war, and although bomb blast
caused a certain amount of movement in the structure, this was repaired with relative ease
in the 1950s. More remarkable was the fact that only minimal damage was sustained by the
glass of the building. For it was not only in the city centre that bombs fell; many people
have all too vivid memories of sticks of bombs falling across Mannamead. The churchyard
was supplied with bomb shelters, and memories of the gigantic blasts in nearby roads have
never left those who lived through it.
With the end of the war, bell ringing could once again take place, and a certain Jack Sims,
churchless after the bombing of Charles Church, was soon to become Captain of the Tower at Emmanuel.
Chapter 8 begins on p24
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BINDING HISTORY TOGETHER
The magazines are a priceless record of the church’s activities, suggests Richard Line in his Emmanuel Explored series (and as we quoted on p11). Since the
Rev Berry introduced the Parish magazine in 1881
one copy has been set aside to become part of that
“priceless record”. Diligently retained and kept safe
to form a ‘Year book’ for our archive library.
There are invaluable skills passed down the generations, methods and handcrafts worth their
weight in gold amid today’s modern mechanical
methods, and the art of binding books is one of them. Over the decades, different binders
have hand-stitched and bound back copies, but for the latest batch to be done, we turned
to master-craftsman and acclaimed bookbinder Tom O’Reilly.
Tom O’Reilly began an apprenticeship with his father, the renowned bookbinder Kevin
Reilly, in 1993. Kevin was described by John Betjeman, as a ‘book producer of genius’ for his
work on the The Old Stones of Land’s End, published by the Elephant Press, 1973. Tom
worked with his father to create special bindings for clients such as Sir James Goldsmith,
Edward Goldsmith, The Earl of St Germans, Sir John Aspinal and Robert Lenkiewicz.
Tom founded the angling publishing company, The Little Egret Press, with the idea to
combine his love of writing, illustration, typographical design and bookbinding. The Little
Egret Press was started with help from The Prince’s Trust. His Royal Highness The Prince
of Wales has always been a great supporter of Tom’s work. In 2011 Tom graduated from
University College Falmouth with a Master’s degree in Illustration. His graduation exhibition featured illustrative bookbinding, and explored the concept of bookbinding as a form
of art as well as craft. Over the past few years,
Tom’s bindings have been exhibited in the Royal
Academy Summer Show 2012 and the V&A
collection, and he has been commissioned to
restore and reproduce books for the National
Trust. His work is collected and commissioned
by bibliophiles from all over the world.
Tim Lyddon met Tom in 2018 when he arranged
and then collected the latest chronological
chronicles our Parish’s past.
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CHAPTER 8:
1946-1959: REV BERRY’S RELATION AND A
LITTLE SISTER FOR EMMANUEL
THE REV EDWARD NOWEL BEWES
CHAPMAN
The seventh vicar of Emmanuel, The Rev Edward
Nowel Bewes Chapman, arrived in May 1946. His
father had been a former vicar of Charles Church,
and he was also a relation of the Rev George Berry. One of the first challenges to await Mr
Chapman was the imminent collapse of the South Aisle floor, which was suffering from
dry rot.
HEART OF AFRICA AT THE HEART OF EFFORD
The Emmanuel magazine was renamed the Emmanuel Review for the next few years. It
then cost 3d. The brand new Efford estate was developing fast and a site for a church was
now much in everyone’s thoughts. Sir Patrick Abercrombie, one of the minds behind A
Plan For Plymouth (1943), had clear ideas about the placing and design of churches and
community centres in the new estates, and Torridge Way was seen as being an ideal axis for
the centre of the new community. The ceremony of ‘breaking the ground’ at Torridge Way
took place on September 30th 1951. Then, on the feast day of the Conversion of Paul,
1952, the Rev E C Onyedum Ilogu laid the foundation stone. The missionary zeal of the
original St Paul was emphasised by the participation of the African clergyman. Efford Hall
Church was finally opened on October 24th 1952.
One person who was not able to witness the success of his work in the St Paul’s area of the
parish was the vicar, Mr Chapman, who had left in the summer of 1952 for St John’s, Pembroke, Bermuda.
HOCKEY STICKS, NEW MUSIC AND THE BBC
The eighth vicar of Emmanuel, the Rev John Denis Wakeling, arrived on October 8th,
1952. Mr Wakeling had been in the Royal Marines during the Second World War, rising to
the rank of Major. He had gained an MC for his distinguished command of troops in Italy,
during the year 1944. Before he arrived at Emmanuel, he had been chaplain to Clare College and the Cambridge Pastorate, during which time he was once again able to indulge his
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CHAPTER 9:
THE SWINGING SIXTIES
Prebendary Wakeling’s sudden departure in the
summer of 1959 brought about an interregnum
that was slightly longer than usual, but by September 1959 the first letter from the new vicar appeared in the Parish Magazine. Written from his
old parish of St Mary Abbotsbury with Highweek,
the Rev Peter Young wrote of his excitement of
returning to Plymouth. His induction was on the 18th September 1959, and it was the team
of Young, McCabe and Moorse that moved Emmanuel into the shifting world of the
1960s. Mr Young left in 1964.
MOVEMENTS IN MINISTRY AND MISSION
It has been said that, in almost every decade, Emmanuel has been fortunate in securing a
Vicar whose talents have been particularly suited to the period and challenges faced by the
parish. This was certainly the case with the Rev Roy Harris, who took over at a time when
the sixties were beginning to swing all too immoderately. Born in Birmingham, in 1924, he
had served with the Royal Marines during the Second World War, enduring life in a
German P.O.W. camp for the latter stages of the conflict. After demobilisation he was an
undergraduate at Durham University. Mr Harris first served at St Andrew’s in Plymouth,
and later in Stonehouse. Before he came to Emmanuel he had been vicar of Wadsley in
Sheffield.
These were happy times at Emmanuel, not least because the warmth of the Harris family
unit seemed to reach out and kindle a loving response from the congregation. Roy and
Mary’s fathers had both been vicars, and parish work was in their blood. The three children, Philip, Caroline and Simon, played a full role in events, along with ‘Nipper’ the vicarage dog.
Mr Harris took over in late October, 1965. There was, as ever, plenty to do in the parish:
not to mention the forthcoming centenary. There was also plenty to do on the pastoral
front too. Although Mr Harris was the most easy-going and liberal of men, he was not
afraid to speak out on matters such as the decaying standards in public life and the content
of broadcasting. He felt very strongly about the need to clean up television, and sided with
Mrs Whitehouse and Malcolm Muggeridge. In 1971 he wrote, “Congratulations to Mrs
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Whitehouse and all other squares, misfits and
oddities who consider that decency and wholesomeness, integrity in one’s dealings and faithfulness in one’s marriage are standards still worth
upholding and fighting for.”
His thoughts on the limitations of Billy Grahamstyle evangelism were also significant. From Enoch
Powell to Michael Ramsey, Mr Harris always saw
fit to bring the congregation’s attention to world
events; and, whilst never being overtly political,
his sermons helped to focus the position of the
church in an increasingly fragmenting world. This was also the age when the plight of the
homeless was much in the news, and ‘Shelter’ was formed, and there was sure to be a response from the vicar to programmes like “Cathy Come
Home”. More quirky responses
were revealed when The Forsyte
Saga threatened to derail Evensong!
The late sixties saw the first significant stirrings of reform of
church services at Emmanuel. By
1968 ‘Series II’ had been introduced to an uncertain congregation, and the new 100 Hymns for
Today was not far behind.
DO YOU RECOGNISE
ANYONE IN THIS PICTURE?
The photograph (right) of the
parish clergy team, was taken in
Emmanuel’s centenary year,
1970. Can remember any of
them? Read on to find out more
about Emmanuel at 100.
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CHAPTER 10:
EMMANUEL AT 100 - A DECADE OF
DEVELOPMENT
As the sixties ended, it became increasingly important to look back with respect and affection,
and honour the last one hundred years. Mr
Harris, drew up a centenary programme. Celebrations were to be from Friday 18th September to
Sunday 4th October. Old Plymouth was represented by Mrs E L Winnicott; she planted an Indian Bean Tree (Catalpa Bignonoides) in the
churchyard. In the days that followed, there were a flower festival, a splendid Opening Centenary Service with Bishop Norman Clarke, two concerts, a play, a Supper Dance in the
Lower Guildhall, Harvest Thanksgiving, and finally a Procession of Witness. This highly
symbolic act saw the choir, clergy and congregation marching from Emmanuel, up through
Eggbuckland Road and Efford Road to St Paul’s, where the Rev Kenneth Pillar preached.
The Plymouth Silver Band provided music to accompany hymns sung on the way.
It was a time of high emotion, particularly
when the parish welcomed back former vicars of the parish, including the Rev John
Morris (1940-46) and The Ven Denis Wakeling (1952-59). Several curates also visited,
including the Rev Frank Moorse and the
Rev Gordon Pym. The well-focused busyness of 1970 is difficult to do justice to in
words. The organ had just been restored by
Hele & Co, at a cost of £2500, and was in
fine voice for a recital by old Plymothian Peter White (Organist of Leicester Cathedral).
The ladies of the parish had made many tapestry kneelers in a host of attractive designs,
and Mrs Harris had undertaken to provide a
Centenary Cookbook, full of parishioners’
favourite recipes. - and now reprinted as part
of Emmanuel 150. It was also ‘Mayflower
Year’ and so the rest of the city was in a state
of high excitement as well.
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NEW FORMS OF WORSHIP - 1971
By 1971 new forms of worship were making themselves known, particularly at evening services.
Congregational participation was the watchword,
and Chris Porter and other members of the youth
club provided innovative services every now and
again. The arrival of Series III on the horizon,
however, sent tremors through the more traditionally minded. Many older people found it impossible to abandon the usage of Thee and Thou, and
one person wrote a prayer for “a measure of protection from Series Three.” The acceptable
face of modernism was seen in the new curate, the Rev John Saxbee, who was, at that time,
completing his Durham PhD. With Dr Saxbee came the twin bastions of intellectual rigour
and intense humanity that marked the final years of Mr Harris’s time as Vicar. His vitality,
humanity and remarkable sense of humour galvanised the parish, and helped to inspire the
Youth Club to ever-greater heights. Their performance of ‘Sonrise’, in 1973, would not
quickly be forgotten.
A new house, 34 Lower Compton Road, was found for the curate, whose slender frame was
forever slipping in and out on his motorbike. Up until 2011, a less slender fame could have
been seen slipping in and out of Lincoln Cathedral, of which diocese Dr Saxbee was Bishop. The pace of change continued relentlessly as England’s descent into political chaos
proved unstoppable, with mineworkers’ strikes, regular power cuts, and appalling problems
in Northern Ireland. Even the new Indian Bean Tree in the grounds was a victim of adolescent destruction, along with a succession of teak benches. It was also at this time that the
parish was dismayed to hear that Mr Harris had been appointed as Vicar of Totnes with
Bridgetown, and would be leaving in May 1973. His farewell in the Parish Hall had a poem
entitled “Au Royvoir”!
THAT BUCKLAND MONACHORUM CONNECTION AGAIN!
Emmanuel had a long interregnum before the former vicar of Buckland Monachorum took
over in 1974. It wasn’t the first and wouldn’t be the last connection with the moorland parish. With Mr Blowey the cheapest quote for the 1881 extension being the first, and 2020’s
new curate Robin Brown being the latest - an apt appointment in a celebration year!
!
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CHAPTER 11:
1973-2000: 1 Peter, 2 Peter, Music matters and
the book of Terry
1 PETER: PREB PETER STEPHENS
Moving to Emmanuel at this time in its history
was challenging, for it was not only Britain that
was in the middle of a financial crisis. The
church’s reserves were low or non-existent, and
£2000 was needed immediately to replace the boiler before winter set in. To add to these
problems, the parish was left without a man at St Paul’s when the Rev Tony Pinches was
appointed to Bridestowe. Emmanuel’s Curate, the Rev John Saxbee, was involved with his
doctoral thesis, and he was given what amounted to a six-month sabbatical to complete this
work. The departure of Dr Saxbee, in 1977, for St Philip’s, Weston Mill, provided more
headaches for the Vicar, and it was another year before Father Leslie Gardner, A.C.P.,
joined the staff. Emmanuel, with its wide and diverse parish boundaries and many nursing
homes has always been a busy parish, but during this period the proliferation of weddings
at the church (eighty or more in a year - and occasionally six on a single Saturday) also provided a staffing challenge. Further change, heralded by the 1979 ‘Plymouth Commission’,
began to take form in 1980 when the idea of a North Sutton Team Ministry was mooted. It
was unfortunate that, with ever more responsibilities falling upon Mr Stephens’ shoulders,
staffing levels were not allowed to be maintained appropriately, various clergy supported to
a greater of lesser extend but longer-term full-time help was needed. By 1984, Mr Stephens,
like several of his illustrious predecessors, had been made a Prebendary of Exeter Cathedral. Further recognition of his efforts in this large parish came in the tangible form of the
Rev Ian Lovett and Sister Daisy Martin, and a more generous staffing level was made available when the North Sutton Team Ministry was finally established in 1985. Under this arrangement, Preb Stephens became Team Rector and Rural Dean. Having set up this new
arrangement, the parish was sorry to say goodbye to the ‘Team Rector’ in 1986, when Preb
Stephens moved on to the less frenzied world of Thurlestone and South Milton.
REV TERRY NOTTAGE
Rev Terry Nottage, twelfth incumbent of Emmanuel, arrived in the autumn of 1986, a
short while after his old friend, Geoffrey Hewlett Thompson, was installed as 69 th Bishop
of Exeter. They had both worked in large London parishes. By October 1987, a new Recto-
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ry was formed at 9 Seymour Drive, and, early in
1988, the first drafts of a plan to ‘re-order’ the interior of Emmanuel became available. The fruits
of these drafts were seen four years later, in 1992,
when the most significant changes to the church’s
interior since 1881 were made. Chief amongst
these were the provision of a welcoming space at
the West End of the church, and a new nave altar
and platform under the central space of the
church. As the eighties expired many notable initiatives were reflected in life at Emmanuel. Among
them, the overwhelming desire to be relevant to the needs of late twentieth-century society
was reflected in the number of catchily-named initiatives which appeared in the early
1990s. Alpha Courses redoubled their appeal, ‘Outreach’, ‘Springboard’, ‘Crossline’,
‘Western Approaches’, ‘Light to the City’, ‘Making Waves’, ‘Building Bridges’ ...... all these
and many more made appearances as the church reached further out to the community.
This was reflected in the design of a new cover for the Parish Magazine, which marked the
‘togetherness’ of the churches in this large parish. Mr Nottage moved on to become Diocesan Director of Ordinands and advisor for Vocations in the autumn of 1996.
2 PETER: CANON PETER LARKIN
There was another long interregnum. This time, nearly fifteen months passed before the
new Team Rector, Canon Peter Larkin, arrived in December 1997. Canon Peter Larkin began his ministry at Emmanuel as its thirteenth incumbent. The magazine of January 1998
provided a fine insight into Canon Larkin’s wide experience in parish work; and it was all
too clear that his skills as a pastor and diplomat would be needed to guide the parish during the last years of the twentieth century. From the early days of 1998 welcome additions
to the magazines and newsletters were seen in a page or two devoted to children.
Several events during the years 1998-9 helped cement Emmanuel’s identity as the Millennium approached. The ‘Brief History of Emmanuel Church’, by Churchwarden, Mr Michael
Parker, MBE, MA, helped to remind parishioners of the heritage of the previous 130 years.
Canon Larkin instituted the ‘Friends of Emmanuel’, (F.O.E.) an idea that was well supported and helped to encourage the use of the church as a place to hold concerts and other
events. In this way, many other people from outside the church community would be encouraged to enter the building and experience what the church was attempting to convey.
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EMMANUEL MUSIC GROUP
Emmanuel’s approach to music developed during
the 1990s from Psalm chanting to group-led worship. The forming of Emmanuel Music Group at
the turn of the decade was a key instrument in
this, as Ann Bloss explains;
“All the youngsters at that time were from Emmanuel
with the exception of Andy Thomas who was from another church, but he has a piano student of Richard’s
who then progressed to learning the organ at Emmanuel with Richard.
The trip to Vancouver (see newspaper cutting) didn’t come off as we couldn’t raise enough money for
the flights, but Richard and I did go out to the small church in Vancouver and were made very welcome. Instead, the touring music group settled for performances (evangelising) around Plymouth in
Dingles and the Theatre Royal foyer, Plymstock Broadway and Plymouth Pavilions, Making Waves as
well as Cross Rhythms (in a field somewhere in North Devon), Coventry Cathedral, and two London
churches, one in Shirley, Croydon and the other at Earls Court and we also did a concert at Emmanuel.
The early days were best because we had a good group of talented kids and they worked hard, but as
they grew up and went to university it
became harder to maintain. I had to
leave the group in 1996 because I had
Ben, and we started out in about …...
Front row – Richard Bloss (piano and
keyboard), Ann Bloss (guitar), Andy
Thomas (bass), Anne Sutton (cello) and
Annabel Ough (flute)
Behind – Claire Leonard (vocals) and
Eleanor Ringwood (vocals)
At various times, Ruth Bryans, now Yarwood (flute and vocals), Anna Serpell
(saxophone, keyboards), Katherine Lyddon (oboe) and Gerneve (can’t remember
surname, but she also sang), Roger
Walters (guitar), Sue McKendrick (vocals)
and Andy Morrel (bass, before the other
Andy) were also part of the group.
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……. 1990. We recorded two cassettes, one of
which I found the other day and managed to
transfer into MP3 format. Zoe, our eldest,
heard the music and said she remembered the
songs. I think it must have been via osmosis
because I was playing with the group all the
time and Andy Morrell’s mum, Vicky, used to
look after Zoe at all our rehearsals and concerts
when she was a baby.
At the time Emmanuel was quite high church
with processing choir and sung psalms and responses and whilst we had our supporters, we
also had quite a bit of opposition. Ahead of
our time, I think, but very happy to have been
in at the start and great to see how things our
now at Emmanuel with a blend of old and
new.
As Canon Larkin moved on, Emmanuel’s
next incumbent would bring a musical
family with him. Twenty years later, music
continues to play an important part at
both ends of the Parish, an important
instrument in the orchestra of evangelism,
the a voce piena* of our worship and the
rhythm of our fellowship.

*piena Full, as, for example, a voce piena = "in full voice"
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CHAPTER 12:
Approaching 2020: The New Millennium and
developments in digital ministry
The Rev Karl Freeman, fourteenth incumbent of
Emmanuel, was appointed in May 2001, and began his ministry as Team Rector in the autumn.
He had served as curate at St Andrew’s, as chaplain to the College of St Mark & St John, and as a
chaplain to 42 Marine Commando at Bickleigh.
Captain Steve Payne, of the Church Army, had been in charge of St Paul’s for the last year,
and, in March 2002, the Rev Jon Barrett joined the team ministry as Vicar of Emmanuel.
Mr Barrett’s appointment brought the added bonus of his father-in-law, the Rev Bernard
Baker, who took on many occasional duties to lighten the load in this exceptionally busy
parish. Furthermore, a youth worker, Mr Chris Routledge, joined the staff to re-ignite this
sector of the parish’s community.
CHANGES FOR A NEW MILLENNIUM
The first five years of Mr Freeman’s incumbency witnessed some of the most significant decisions in the recent history of the church. Chief amongst these has been to consider the
way forward in the part of the parish formerly served by St Augustine’s; a parallel case was
to be seen at St Paul’s, where the wholesale redevelopment of the heart of Efford community led to the knocking down of the two church buildings in the spring of 2006. Temporary
accommodation was offered at Highfield School, just as Lipson Community College had
offered a home to the churchless St Augustine’s community. And it was in December 2007
that the new St Paul’s, at the junction of Torridge Way and Efford Road, was consecrated.
With ever more people using e-mail, the church crept towards the 21st century by adopting
an e-mail address, and, under Mr Tim Lyddon’s watchful eye, a website was set up. All
these matters were informed by questions of focus and clear communication: what are we
doing? how are we doing it? how can we improve it? what are the next steps?
Many initiatives designed to make the church a warm and welcoming place were put into
place or developed over these years: summer projects for children were run to welcome
more families to the church; greater informality was; an integration of more ‘modern’ music and instrumentalists has been attempted, with musicians led by Keith Smith and Ruth
Yarwood; PowerPoint presentations on a large screen have been used as another gambit to
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communicate with a population more used to visual stimuli; attractive display boards were added to
the far West End to focus upon the many activities and personalities that made Emmanuel tick; a
new, more effective sound system was installed to
replace one which was stolen from the church; the
outdated heating system was revised to provide a
suitably warm environment for a population no
longer willing to endure cooler conditions; and
greatly assisted the welcoming ministry; more
‘concerts with the lighter touch’, and some with a
noticeably Christian emphasis, have been organised to bring people in; the regular and effective use of local newspapers has also helped to raise the parish’s profile in the community; and nearly every great festival of the church year has had a new appeal added to it by the
provision of a display or special refreshments.
A MISSION FOR MINISTRY: DIGITAL DEVELOPMENTS
From the first steps into website use and email communications, to a whole different way
of doing Church using internet services. Emmanuel, along with St Paul’s has, like most
parishes across the country now had to adapt to the challenges the daily life that most of
2020 has thrown at us, and that has made us rely heavily on digital technology as a means
of worship, devotion, services, sermons and fellowship. Little is known of the congregational turn out during the Great War, but the alchemy of war in the 1940’s resulted in
unexpected turn outs. It has been the focus of the staff team during the pandemic of 2020
that we should stick, as the 1980’s magazine title put it, Together; or to paraphrase Rev
Karl himself “to travel together as the church family”. The great reformer Thomas Cranmer,
wrote his series of prayers (collects) with the aim ‘to gather the people of God together’. In these
strangest of time, we stick together and our mission remains steadfast and unchanged: We
are passionate about following Jesus Christ in our day-to-day lives. We believe God’s message in the
Bible remains a message packed with timeless truths for a 21st Century. Emmanuel and St Paul’s,
faith driven, linking, binding like a twined rope - two churches and one faith at the core.
The way we operate might differ, we may have had our hand forced by a global problem but
will the irony of a fast-paced world slowed down actually have a positive effect on our mission to know Jesus and to make him known? The story continues, but the next chapter
hasn’t been written; the mission however, remains the same.
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THE BLURB!
1866
The vicar of Charles Church, began to plan a new church for the burgeoning suburb. At a
meeting in Compton Schoolroom, held on 15th December 1866, a half-acre site to the east of
Tavistock Road and north of Walmer Villa was offered by Mrs Betsy Revel and her daughter
Miss Elizabeth Ann Revel. The name of the church was to be ‘Emmanuel’.
Now, through time and memorial we chart how that half-acre of land became a mission
field for ministry - developed, re-ordered and adapted, through wars, unstable economic
climates, ringing, singing and technologically advancing. Emmanuel has stood firm in its
remit to know God and make God known.
And somehow crop circles, Port Said, a hockey-playing vicar, a cookery book, Big Ben,
Coventry Cathedral, two wars and a pandemic have all played a part, oh, and there’s the
strange recurring connection with Buckland Monachorum!

CHAPTER 13 : As yet unwritten...
As for the next chapter, we stand confident in the words of Psalm 27, personally as our light,
salvation and stronghold (v1) and as a parish, we wait on the Lord to write the next line (v14).
The future is in God’s hands, Emmanuel, and St Paul’s, next chapter is in the planning, we
wait and see what happens.
It’s already being planned……
Originally printed as part of LIFE&TIMES Sept/Oct 2020 as pages 5-36
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It’s time for a coffee and a piece of cake.
As your enjoy them, it’s time to hear about one of the missions
we support through our coffee mornings; the first of two in this
slightly different edition, focuses on SAHODAR

Plymouth soup run is a community and faith driven service providing free food
and hot drinks to homeless, hungry and vulnerable people 365 days a year.
Over 20 years ago the Salvation Army began serving soup and caring for the
hungry and vulnerable. Today the service continues with a vast new army of individuals who donate, collect, prepare and serve all across the city. Local churches, businesses and many other organisations are involved, all making the Plymouth Soup Run accessible to some of the city’s most needy 365 days of the year
Throughout the week teams from different churches, different denominations and
different community organisations take part in running the Soup Run. On Sunday,
a soup kitchen is run out the Shekinah’s Bath Street headquarters.
There are four teams involved with the Soup Run on a Saturday night with each
team going out every four weeks. The teams are from Methodist Central Hall,
Emmanuel Church, St Paul’s Church, Plymstock United Church and a team who
come up from Cornwall.
The overall teams are co-ordinated by Barrie Oliver from Methodist Central Hall,
where the food is prepared on three Saturdays each month. Barrie can be contacted on 01752-660997 or email bmoliver@tiscali.co.uk.
The team from St Paul’s Church, Efford and Emmanuel are mostly church mem-
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bers with additional helpers who wish to help out a very worthwhile
cause. Generous donations from St Paul’s Church, Oggy Oggy pasties, Faraday
Mill and private individuals ensure that all the service users are well catered
for. We also hand out clothing, blankets and the occasional tin of dog food. For
further details please contact Nick Connett on 01752 706872 or
email 65nicholas@gmail.com.
Each night the Soup Run team work their way from Mayflower Street to King’s
Road via The Hoe and Martin Street, serving approximately 8000 meals per quarter. In fact for the four years covering January 2016 to December 2019, Plymouth
Soup Run served 92,230 meals. Although that averages out at 23,072 a year,
there is, in effect, a year on
year
increase - a
trend of approximately +1000,
+2000, +3000.
You can follow events and
news on the Soup Run Facebook page (this is more up to
date than the website). If you
are interested in volunteering,
contact Nick on the number or
email address above.
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Binoculars ready, pencil and Bird-spotters handbook
tucked inside the pocket of your long overcoat, flask
of tea, sandwiches, satchel. Settled, nestled if you
will, inside the hide, it’s time to be a real bird-spotter!
It’s trickier than the detectives last time round, but
can you identify the thirty birds?
If you get stuck, why not call a friend, make more
flasks of tea and I’m sure they have an over-coat
somewhere - after all Tou-can play at this game!!
How many can you identify?
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Answers on p67 (online) or p61 (print)
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There is a room in Emmanuel, the existence of which is known to most people, a
room not accessed by many and rarely entered by those who know what’s there.
There is a room in most churches where things are put that have not got a home
anywhere else, a room which is the beginning of the journey to the end for the
things which will become forgotten items. A room which contains parts and pieces,
dated books, VHS tapes, decades of accounts, half a window, things no-one
knows about, dead biros, an extra large Aran jumper with leather patch elbows,
something someone was looking for, something kept because it might be useful
and never was, faded newspapers, a sorry-looking hoover, an odd sock, something beige, some old coins, three-quarters of a chair, a tweed tie, things signed
by previous vicars, a broken filing cabinet, a rusting chalice and a mysterious pair
of shoes. A room where history lives and paintwork dies.
The Upper Vestry covers both those descriptions (although not necessarily all the
items mentioned!)
In this season of new beginnings, back to school, next chapters and restarts, it is
perhaps fitting that our upper vestry has been up-cycled into an Upper Room.
As our new assistant Curate needs somewhere to work within the Parish (also
see p46-47) the members of the Premises Oversight Group have worked hard in
the last few months to prepare the Upper Room, or “Robin’s nest” - with a new
entrance with storage above, a new work area and a repaint.
The use of Upper Rooms in both the Old and New Testament was significant there was the Upper Room in the Temple of God where David instructed Solomon
(1 Chronicles 28 v11-12), an Upper Room where Eutychus heard Paul preach
(Acts 9 v9), one where Jesus told Tabitha to rise (Acts 9 v39-40) and of course,
most well known, the Upper Room where the Passover Supper was held (Mark 14
v13-15). We pray for Robin, his arrival and his ministry, we pray that this room is a
significant and prayerful space. We thank POG for their work and that we are now
able to show Robin to a
Upper Room furnished
and ready (ref Mark 14).
Photos:
This page, tidied before the
work begins and Fred standing
under new framework for
storage
Opposite page: see below
All photos by Tim Lyddon
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TOP AND BOTTOM: Progression of works as the upper vestry is up-cycled
into an Upper Room.
Both photos by Tim Lyddon
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Introducing The Brown Family
We are excited to be arriving at Emmanuel and St Paul’s in mid-September.
Thank you for your warm welcome!
Robin is due to be ordained in Exeter Cathedral by Bishop Nick on Sunday 13th,
and comes as an assistant curate, having spent the last two years studying theology at St Mellitus College (in Plymouth and at Swanwick), and on placement at St
Andrew’s Church, Plymouth. Pippa has been a licensed lay minister/lay reader for
5 years. Together, we are carers of our daughter Victoria, who has severe learning difficulties, is profoundly autistic and lives with us and our puppy Elsie Joy,
just outside Plymouth. Victoria normally accesses specialist activities in Tavistock,
though since lockdown in March, we have been her sole source of entertainment!
Our elder daughter Sophie teaches piano and brass in Bristol, and is on the staff
team at Christ Church, Clifton, though is currently in her 6th month of a long recovery from Covid-19. Next year, Sophie too will start training to be ordained in the
Church of England.
Together as a family, we have spent more than 20 years worshipping at St
Andrew’s, Buckland Monachorum under the leadership of Graham Cotter, sharing
in many aspects of parish life, including worship leading, singing, instrumental
music, parish camp, house groups, lady’s group and men’s prayer.
Robin grew up in Plymouth, came to faith as a teenager at Mutley Baptist, attended Plymouth College, where his teachers included Keith Smith, Mike Parker and
John Phillips. After studying History at Oxford, and Law at Guildford, he worked
locally as a solicitor for 30 years with Foot Anstey, in the resolution of banking
and commercial disputes. Pippa grew up in the south-east, trained as a nurse in
London and midwife in Southampton, used to work on the community in Plymouth, and did her ministry training locally, alongside Bev and Darryl. Robin and
Pippa first met each other when sharing a music stand in church.
As a family, we enjoy being out of doors, and love the Alps and the
Isles of Scilly. We are looking forward to joining Karl and the team,
and sharing in what the Lord is doing at Emmanuel and St Paul’s.

MAKING CONNECTIONS
We have already read of the recurring connection our Parish, and
Emmanuel in particular, has with Buckland Monachorum; for Robin though, Mr Smith,
Mr Parker and Mr Philips will be reunited with a former pupil.
Graham Cotter of course, furthering our Moorland links, was the speaker at our 18th,
and final Parish Houseparty in Sidmouth back in January 2020.

NEW CHAPTERS: Arrivals and Departures
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PLEASE KEEP YOUR STAMPS
A reminder that you can quite easily help the
"Embrace the Middleeast" (previously BibleLands)

Please save the following used postage stamps
ALL FOREIGN
UK OVER 60p
UK PICTORIAL (but not Christmas ones)
(NB: Used UK ordinary 1st & 2nd. Class stamps are of no value and not needed)

Please trim round the stamp including the postmark, leaving a half-inch
border, and hand a batch from time to time to Mike Cooke or put them in
the box at Emmanuel Church
.
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Dear Family,
As many of you will know my ordination as Deacon takes place on 13th September, after which I will taking up a curacy at St Edward’s, Eggbuckland with
Chris Routledge. Sadly because of the Covid19 restrictions that the cathedral is
operating under there is no opportunity to invite you to come up to Exeter and join
in. However, the plan is for it to be live streamed so you can, if you like, join from
the comfort of your own front room, or wherever.
Also because of the current restrictions I will not be able to say farewell in the
time-honoured Emmanuel fashion, with cake, lots of cake! So, for the time being
I thought I would write to you all and say how much your support, friendship and
prayers have meant to me over the years.
Some of you have been part of my faith journey for over 30 years, knowing Pete
and his mum and have seen the children grow up, others I have come to know
more recently, especially the lovely ladies of DIMES.
My journey over the last few years has sped up exponentially and led me to a
place I could not have imagined 32 years ago, when I was confirmed. Many people have helped me to see and understand the path that God has for me, which
was a long time in the preparation, and given me the courage to explore ideas
about the ministry he had for me. Thank you all.
The fact that at 60 I am starting on this scary, but exciting, next step is a reminder
that ‘many a good tune is played on an old fiddle’. The Lord has plans for each of
us ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’ (Jere 29:11). Our job is simply to find the next step and to take it, not always easy, but remembering that the Lord will always be with us it can be done.
We know that, thankfully, God has
endless patience, so if it takes a few
decades to get there it doesn’t matter,
his timing is always perfect! You have
been warned!
As Karl keeps reminding me, I will still
be in the parish so will see many of
your out and about I’m sure, and I will
pop in to St Paul’s and Emmanuel to
see you when I can.
With much love and every blessing.
Ann

NEW CHAPTERS: Arrivals and Departures
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Opposite: Ann running the sweet stall at the Summer Fair
(2017)
This page, top: Ann dancing with The Plymouth Maids at
the Summer Fair (2015)
This page, bottom: Ann running the cake stall at the
2016 Strawberry Tea

MAKING CONNECTIONS
Congratulations to Ann on her curacy post. As she said, she will be working with Rev
Chris Routledge - again a name you will have heard already in this issue. Rev Karl and
I first met Chris at Marjons, where Karl was Chaplain and Chris worked in the office
there. Chris arrived at Emmanuel shortly after Karl to take on the role of Youth Worker,
before he moved on to train as a vicar himself. Following a stint in Tiverton Chris returned to Plymouth to take up the role as vicar in our neighbouring parish, up the hill at
St Edward’s, Eggbuckland.
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We all have a story to tell; we can all chart the
ups and downs of life with our walk in faith.
Whether we have the confidence to share it is a
different matter. Over the years at Ladies DIME
meetings and Men’s Breakfast members of the
congregation or guest speakers have told us
how they walk by faith and not by sight, how
God has been with them, perhaps carried them
throughout their lives. We have read testimony
in LIFE & TIMES before, but we are now able
to bring them together under one heading, Testimony TIMES my LIFE in faith. Over a series of issues we will be reading a testimony like chapters of a life, piecing together lives interweaved, held together,
finding a binding strength in and walking in faith. We begin with the testimony of
Pelisa Hina from her childhood in South Africa to Emmanuel’s doorstep, this is
her story.
We published sections 1-3 in the last edition, this issue carries section 4.
4. Backsliding and restoration
After University I backslided. That was shameful. Social life was my main focus at
weekends, not the church. I was away from home a lot. Parents pep talks were
ineffective. That said, on other areas of life I behaved responsibly. I kept my job,
managed my finances well, when home helped Mama
with cooking and ran errands for her. My job for a long
time was work as a probation officer, unpacking lives of
juvenile offenders preparing reports for court. In 1983 I
gave birth, as a single parent to my one and only child
Lefatse. Motherhood slowed me down drastically socially, and my priorities changed. Then came the time of
my son’s christening service, when three months old.
Nearer that time, Mama suggested I book an appointment with the rector of our church and have a chat with
him about my backsliding. She felt it wouldn't be right
for me to show up at the christening, having last attended church five years previously. I complied with her advice. The rector was fatherly, he took me through Psalm
1987 On our way to church with 51, then prayed for me. The prodigal daughter was reMom and Lefatse
stored! Thereafter I attended church regularly and was

#whatsyourstory?
Send your testimony in for a future edition
2

part of the youth ministry. At the end of 1986 our rector relocated to another city, the new rector in his place was
young and gifted in youth ministry. He went on to become
the diocesan youth minister. This inspired me to be more
active within the youth as our rector got us connected with
youth of other parishes and sometimes, we attended ecumenical youth camps with the Methodists and other denominations.
In 1988 I felt a need to relocate to Cape Town. The main
interest was my son’s education. I felt my small city of
East London (in the Eastern Cape), had got limited scope
in terms of good schools. My parents
1993 at our place in
suggested I leave my son with them
Cape Town, Lefatse with
while getting settled in Cape Town,
the bike he loved.
which I did. However, the unexpected
happened. Within three months of my being in Cape Town my
father suffered a stroke and died. This meant that even though
Cape Town and East London are more than 600 miles apart, I
had to travel home every fortnight. At home in East London,
during these visits, my siblings and I worked on a family support plan for Mama, who was emotionally struggling as a widLefatse, first year at ow. My second oldest sister who was in Natal, relocated to stay
Grammar School in with my mother. This improved mama's health and wellbeing.
Cape Town
My son later joined me in Cape Town and attended a local primary school. He also attended extra maths and science classes offered by a German private school in another side of city. He performed well
in these classes to the extent that he was invited to attend the school full time, as
a weekly border, coming home at weekends. The school told me it was advantageous to be a border so he could be fluent in German because some subjects
were taught in German. I was excited, so was my son. The school was good and
catered for sports like rugby, football, cricket and basketball. These my son was
good at. He was a very sporty child. The challenging part of this deal was that
there was no sponsorship. I found the task of paying expensive private school fees
intimidating. I weighed it up and concluded that as a parent it was apparent that I
needed to respond positively to my child’s opportunities and be prepared to sacrifice financially. So, I took up a second job. Weekends became very busy attending
to my second job, while also catching up with my son’s life and driving him back to
school every Sunday evening. Church attendance became wobbly again, but I did
keep some semblance of a prayer life at home. My challenges needed prayers. I
barely read the Bible though.
To be continued!
NEXT TIME:
5. The big spiritual
turn around

Pelisa’s testimony continues in the next edition
3

We have covered river journeys from Tefé to Manaus so now let’s think of flying.
This again falls into two categories: Commercial and Military. Any semblance to a
flight today is purely coincidental!!!
Commercial flights usually used Catalina flying boats, which were amphibians, but
occasionally used DC3’s (landing on an earth airstrip) and these were weekly, arriving about mid-day on a Sunday and Tefé was a refuelling point. The planes would
land on the lake, discharge all the passengers into an inn for lunch, and then fuel
would be pumped by hand from barrels at the lakeside. The other item to be unloaded was the weekly mail delivery, making this one of the most important hours
of the week for us. (If the
preacher at the morning
service was too longwinded,
he would soon know about
it!!) The bag or bags would
be bought up to a small
room where quite a crowd
of hopefuls were gathered.
The letters were then taken
out one at a time and the
recipient’s name called out.
It was shattering if our
name was not called out as
that meant no contact with
our loved ones in UK for at
least another week.
Flights were government subsidised to open up the interior and reasonably cheap
so we used them whenever we did not have much baggage. My colleague Laurie
flew down one week with his son (about 4 years old). It was Andy’s first flight, and
he was excited. As he settled down he loudly asked his dad “Will we see Jesus up
there?” There were two Catholic Nuns sitting just by them and they immediately
frantically crossed themselves and simultaneously said “I hope not! I hope not!”
The Catalina was a twin-engine plane, and one day one arrived with one engine
broken. It landed on the lake, lowered its wheels and taxied up on to the beach.
They radioed to Manaus for a replacement engine which was bought in another
Catalina the following day, then unloaded onto planks beside the stricken plane
with a hoist. The original crew and passengers continued their journey, leaving the
flight engineer to sort things out. He enlisted the local school children, and anyone
else who fancied to help and a complete engine change was done with the engineer on the beach pointing out “Undo that”, “screw that in there”, etc. He then did a
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test flight, with all his helpers on board to reward
them! A crew came on the
next flight who then had an
empty plane to fly back to
Manaus. Free seats were
offered to anyone wanting
to go – and there were takers!!!!
Talking
about
planes
breaking down, I was in a
canoe with an outboard
engine travelling down river with an elderly Brazilian,
Sr. João.
He spotted a
plane going up river and it
was immediately above a
tall tree. With no knowledge of trigonometry he was convinced it had broken down
because it appeared stationary above this one tree!
I was stranded one day when taking a flight from Manaus to Belem in a Dakota
(DC.3). Approaching the half way point at Santarem the plane started to circle the
airport as if waiting clearance, but this was odd as there were only about two flights
a day. We saw that the runway went up a small hill then ended abruptly in a cliff
drop into the Amazon! The steward was called to the flight deck and slipped as he
came out and then instructed us on positions to take for a “Rough landing”! We
touched down at the bottom of the hill but didn’t decelerate – no brakes, the hydraulics had completely burst and the flight deck was awash with oil! Just before
plunging into the Amazon the pilot revved up one engine and swung off the runway,
across a ditch, through a barbed wire fence, missed a clump of trees by about 2 ft.,
hit a patch of mud which swung us right round, missed the trees again and ended
up in the ditch. Miraculously no one was injured! Trouble was that there were no
planes out, and we had
to be housed in temporary
accommodation
(not very posh!) for a
couple of days before
they could get a replacement plane to us.
Next month some of the
idiosyncrasies of travelling with the
Brazilian air force!
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Live Swift Cams in
Dartmoor Church
Diocese website article dated 7th August 2020

The bell tower at St Michael the Archangel
in Chagford has become a nesting site for
Common Swifts for the first time in over 25
years.
Last week, Nick Baker, a local naturalist and TV presenter, hosted a livestream
from the church, which was broadcast on the RSPB England Facebook page and
featured live camera feeds of the swifts nesting in the church and a live Q&A with Nick.
Nick said: “There were swifts in the church
when I first moved here in the ’90s, but since
then the church has been re-appointed, it’s
been restored, and in doing so, all the little
cracks and crevices that are so important to
swifts for nest sites were blocked up and
Local naturalist Nick Baker worked with
lost, and once you break the continuity of a
the vicar at St Michael’s to re-introduce swifts
colony, the birds disappear.”
to the church tower.
The project to re-introduce swifts to the
church began in 2016 after Nick spoke with the vicar of the church, Rev’d Paul
Seaton-Burn. Whilst some renovation work was being done on the bell tower, 32
specially designed nest boxes were placed behind the louvres, and the strange
screaming calls of the swifts were played through a small speaker to attract them.
A number of swifts now breed in the tower every year and they can be seen coming and going during their nesting period of
fewer than 8 weeks from mid–May. Four of
the nest boxes have small cameras inside
with a live video feed playing on screens in
the church for visitors and local school children to follow their progress.
The project is part of a larger plan of managing the biodiversity of the churchyard which
The church has installed screens to view a live is a central green space in the town of
camera feed from some of the nest boxes.
Chagford.

P54-55 EXCLUSIVE ONLINE CONTENT!
6

Rev’d Paul said: “The swifts have been such
a joy, it’s really compelling to watch! We’re really keen to promote the idea of the churchyard as a shared sacred space, and we’ve
now got an exciting plan in place that we’ve
worked on with other groups within the community.”
Each year, the church has held a ‘BioBlitz’
Local schoolchildren collecting samples
event, which invites schoolchildren to take
from the churchyard
part in ﬁnding, recording and identifying the
flora and fauna in the churchyard with the
help of a research team from University College London.
Paul said: “It’s been fantastic for relationships within the community, and is a lovely
way for people to see the church in a different way.”
The RSPB livestream is still available to view on this Facebook link.
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=1814890908653179&ref=watch_permalink

First stone unturned in hunt
for clues about cloisters
Diocese website article dated 24th July 2020

A new archaeological dig has begun in Exeter Cathedral Cloisters, an area which has
never been excavated before.
It aims to discover the layout of the cloisters
in medieval times, in the hope of re-using
the original foundations to design a new Cloister Gallery linking the main Cathedral
building with the cafe and historic Chapter House.
Camilla Finlay, the Cathedral’s architect, said “It’s brilliantly exciting, what I’m really
hoping we’re going to find are the foundations of the medieval cloister, because our
vision is to rebuild a cloister in that location.
“In an ideal world we would re-use those foundations and they would inform the architecture and be the whole benchmark for the new design.”
The Dean, the Very Reverend Jonathon Greener, got the work underway by removing the first paving stone from the site on Thursday 23 July.
He said: “It will allow us to use the buildings more effectively for our Cathedral purposes, and to give a better experience to our visitors.”
“We’ve just lifted the first stone for the archaeological dig, and I think it’s important
because this is the beginning of our renewal of the Cathedral for the 21st Century.”
The project, which has initial funding from the Heritage Lottery Foundation, is the
realisation of a plan that was started, but never
Continues overleaf >>>
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>>>>>>> completed, over 130 years ago by the ecclesiastical architect John
Loughborough Pearson.
The Exeter Cathedral site has undergone many transformations throughout its 900
year history, and, as well as the medieval layout, it is hoped other significant discoveries will be unearthed too.
Johnathan Allan, the Cathedral Archaeologist, explained “This part of the site has
not previously been excavated and we hope to learn more about the sequence of
events here.
There were probably two or three different designs of cloister here, spanning from
the late Norman period to the late Middle Ages.
“We may also find evidence about the use of this area before the present Cathedral
was built – before AD 1114.”
“This is an important chance to learn more about this unique place in Exeter.”
The dig is expected to take between two and four weeks.
The Cloister Gallery design and construction project is subject to a full grant from
the Heritage Lottery Foundation, which will need to be match-funded by the Cathedral’s own fundraising appeal.
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TOP: A Horse and Cart for a wedding, 2014
BOTTOM: Ruth over-seeing a Messy Church activity, October 2014
Both photos by The Editor
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It’s time for a coffee and a piece of cake.
As your enjoy them, it’s time to hear about one of the missions
we support through our coffee mornings; the second of two in
this slightly different edition, focuses on Mercy Ships

Mercy Ships UK
Mercy Ships is an international faith-based charity that
deploys hospital ships to some of the poorest countries
in the world, delivering vital, free healthcare to people
in desperate need. As well as performing thousands of
operations on board our "floating hospitals", our volunteers also work closely with
host nations to improve the way healthcare is delivered across the country - by
training local medical staff, and renovating hospitals and clinics.
Since 1978, medical missions by Mercy Ships have worked with compassion
in more than 56 nations, providing services worth over £1.2 billion that have
helped more than 2.8 million people. Their current focus is on sub-Saharan Africa.
“We can change it, one life at a time.”
For many people in low-income countries, surgery is simply not an option, either because it doesn’t exist or it is inaccessible.
On board the floating hospital, the Africa Mercy, Mercy Ships provides safe
surgery for free, transforming thousands of lives in every country it visits. Here
is one of the incredible patients we have treated.
Marie Madeleine loves school. She believes with a good education, she will
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be able to accomplish her dreams, and she refused to let her condition slow
her down.
When she was a child, Marie Madeleine developed an abnormally tight muscle
contracture in her leg. As she continued to grow, her knee hyperextended backward, leaving her with a severe limp when she walked. Despite this difficulty,
Marie Madeleine continued making the short journey to school, where she was
determined to learn.
“Marie Madeleine is a very joyful girl. She has many friends,” said Adama, Marie Madeleine’s grandmother.
While the 13-year-old’s condition has caused her to struggle to keep up physically, her family has worked hard to make sure that she has spent her life surrounded by love and acceptance. The young girl does not recall ever being demeaned because of her disability, and this has resulted in a confidence that is
clearly seen in the way she interacts with others. Eventually though, Adama believed that her granddaughter’s condition would have held her back from reaching her full potential.
“My hope is for her to be like every other girl with a backpack going to school,” she said. “But we
couldn’t afford surgery, so we just waited for a miracle.”

One day, that miracle arrived in the form of news from a neighbour in their village, who told them about the Africa Mercy arriving in the Port of Dakar, about
100 miles from their home. The neighbour gave Adama the information for the
patient selection process, and soon Marie Madeleine had a surgery scheduled.
On the eve of her operation, Marie Madeleine talked about her “new life,” envisioning all of the possibilities that lie ahead of her. After a successful surgery
on board the Africa Mercy, Marie Madeleine was ready to begin rehabilitation.
She worked with the rehab team for several hours a week to restore mobility
and to improve her leg’s strength. For 12 long years, her knee muscle had not
been used properly, and it took time for her to retrain the muscles in her leg to
hold her weight. But Marie Madeleine had the end in sight and, eager to get
back to school, she persevered.
Several months after her arrival at the Africa Mercy, the bright 13-year-old girl
with the triumphant smile and straight legs was ready to go home and back to
school!
The day after she arrived in her village, Marie Madeleine was back in the classroom. Her classmates asked her, “How come your leg changed?”
Marie simply replied, “We love God. God has healed me, and His plan for me is to walk like this
now.”

After Marie Madeleine’s surgery, her grandmother’s hopes have come true!
“I am so happy to see her going to school with straight legs,” says Adama.
“Everything is okay now!”
With her determined spirit, Marie Madeleine has already succeeded. Her Mercy
Ship’s journey may be finished, but she has the rest of her life ahead!
Join other Mercy Ships supporters and help change and save lives. mercyships.org.uk
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1
We plough the fields and scatter
the good seed on the land,
but it is fed and watered
by God's almighty hand;
he sends the snow in winter,
the warmth to swell the grain,
the breezes and the sunshine
and soft refreshing rain.
All good gifts around us
are sent from heaven above,
then thank the Lord, O thank the
Lord
for all his love.
2
He only is the maker
of all things near and far;
he paints the wayside flower,
he lights the evening star;
the wind and waves obey him,
by him the birds are fed;
much more to us his children,
he gives our daily bread.
All good gifts...
3
We thank you, then, O Father,
for all things bright and good,
the seed-time and the harvest,
our life, our health, our food:
accept the gifts we offer
for all your love imparts;
and that which you most welcome,
our humble, thankful hearts.
All good gifts...

Or as we know it in English, "We Plough
the Fields and Scatter".
Commonly associated with the Harvest Festival, this hymn of German origin was written
by poet Matthias Claudius as "Wir pflügen
und wir streuen" was published in 1782 and
set to music in 1800 attributed to Johann A.
P. Schulz. It was translated into English by
Jane Montgomery Campbell. It also appears
in a shortened form in the musical Godspell,
as the song, "All Good Gifts". It is amongst
the most performed of hymns in the United
Kingdom. But is there more to the history of
the song than just a translation from German
to English?
Well, of course there is! And it starts way
back in 1777.
In 1777, Matthias Claudius had become ill
and returned to Christianity after leaving it in
his 20s. During his illness he wrote a number
of poems. In 1782, a friend invited him over
for dinner and asked him to bring one of the
Christian poems he had written. Claudius
wrote "Wir pflügen und wir streuen" based
on Psalm 144 for this occasion with 17 verses. The poem was then published in "Asinus
omnia sua secum portans" as a peasant's
song. From there, it was published
across Germany in number of hymnbooks.
The majority of these cut down on the original 17 verses with the publishers often deciding to start with the 3rd verse which started
with
"Wir
pflügen
und
wir
streuen" (English: We Plough The Fields
And Scatter).
In 1862 in England, Jane Montgomery
Campbell, who was proficient in the German
language, started to translate a >>>>>>>
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The craft touched down in a cloud of rust-coloured dust, its crystalline hull glistening in the low sun. There was a low hiss as a hatch opened, and the pilot stepped
out. He was dressed in a figure-hugging gold life-support suit with integrated boots
and matching helmet.
In the distance he could see a fleet of bulky off-road vehicles racing to greet him,
within minutes he had found himself escorted to a circular room. The room was
within one of the biodome pods that created a habitable environment for those who
lived on the barren rocky world.
‘Who are you and why are you here?’ demanded the black-suited official who
glared with suspicion across the table. There was a time lag between the words being spoken and the astronaut hearing them, as the processor in his helmet, translated the alien language. He smiled to himself, the opening question was always
the same.
‘My name is Japheth and I come with a message,’ replied the spaceman. His voice
had a deep metallic sound as it came out through his octagonal mouthpiece.
‘A message from whom?’ asked the officer after introducing itself as Agent Woo.
Japheth was not sure if his interrogator was the male or female of their species and
not being an exobiologist he wasn’t inclined to speculate. ‘Why is the question always ‘from whom?’ Why is the question never ‘about what?’
‘A message about what, then?’ came an impatient reply.
Placing his gloved right hand on the table Japheth tapped a control on his sleeve
and a hologram formed out of his palm. The projected purple rolling wave that appeared crackled and rumbled as it shot out deep blue sparks in its wake. ‘This is
the ribbon,’ said Japheth, he went on to explain how the ribbon was a natural phenomenon his people had harvested as a power source. However, their actions destabilised its matrix shifting its orbit. The ribbon now roamed across the quadrant
stripping away the atmosphere of planets and moons in its hunger for energy. ‘My
people refuse to take responsibility for their actions, so I take it upon myself to warn
others of the ribbon’s impending arrival.’
‘Why would it be coming here?’
‘It is drawn to your world by the radiation you are pumping into space from your organic fusion reactors, your planet is becoming a giant magnet.’ Japheth recognised
the scepticism in his interrogator’s eyes. He had been to many planets and encountered many cultures and the perplexed expression was always the same.
Closing the hologram, he continued his statement. ‘You need to cut your electronic
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emissions and move to a pure singularity-driven system, or the ribbon will destroy
your world as you know it.’
‘We can’t just take your word for it. You have provided no proof.’
Japheth slid a red pad across the table. ‘It is all there, in my home language if you
can translate it.’
Japheth was so familiar with the sequence of events that happened upon his arrival, he knew what the following statement would be.
‘‘Evidence can be fabricated. You will stay and help as our scientists fact check
your data’ came the predictable reply
‘I understand, but I can’t. I must move on, there are other planets to warn.’
‘So, you refuse to stay and help us?’
‘I can’t dictate what you should do, I can only advise. My people have a strict noninterference policy I am stretching it just to alert you of the coming disaster. It is up
to you to make the changes required in time.’
With that the visitor flipped a switch on the neck of his suit, shards of bright white
light cascaded around him as he disappeared. He rematerialized on his ship and
blasted off.
It was sometime before Japheth’s travels brought him back around to the colony.
To his surprise it was still intact. He guided his ship down to the surface and made
his way to the biodomes. He was greeted by the same agent who he had met
many years ago, however unlike him time had taken its toll on their once youthful
appearance.
‘You listened, you prepared, you changed your ways. Why?’ said Japheth, puzzlement evident in his metallic tones.
‘We had to,’ said Agent Woo.
‘I do not understand. No one ever heeds
my warnings.’
‘See that grey ball of smog,’ Agent Woo
pointed to a large object in the night sky, ‘it
used to be our home, it used to be a pale
blue dot…’ The aged Agent tailed off as
they gazed into the black void of space beyond. Wiping a tear away, the officer continued ‘…but we failed to listen to those who
said we were poisoning it until it was too
late. We learnt from our mistakes, we promised ourselves that we would never
again ignore the harbingers of our destruction.’
As he blasted off to continue his travels Japheth wished more worlds would be as
wise as the people he had encountered on
the red planet.
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The latest edition of the church directory our Parish Yellow Pages was delivered by
the parish for the parish. To save postage some 150 were delivered by individuals
for which we were very grateful. We still had to mail out some 30 or so, which
shows how far our worshippers come!
A wedding anniversary which passed us by, was Jan and Mark Parkman’s 40th.
Congratulations, sorry we’re late. Much more recent has been the Ruby anniversary of Rev Simon and Carole Springett, to whom we also send congratulations. Congratulations to Karl & Nicky on their 39th Wedding anniversary. A big one
coming up!
Talking of weddings, what a tense time it has
been for Ben Beresford in holding his marriage
in Christ's College Cambridge, His bride in India had to apply for a fiancee's visa to enter the
UK which just came through. Then she arrived
with 17 days to go, and went immediately into
quarantine for 14 days! But Neha made it, with
answers to prayer! Our thoughts are with Julia
and Charlotte mother & sister) surviving the
tension in the heat! We all rejoice with the outcome and wish them a happy and prayerful life
together.
When I referred to our Street Pastors in a snippet in the newssheet. I omitted two names
Richard McGuiness and Brian George. Sorry
gentlemen. Brian, I believe has now become a
prayer pastor due to his need to self-isolate.
Sue Castle is also a prayer pastor. It’s great to
know our family of Emmanuel is contributing to
our city life.
I have been occasionally looking at Rev Chris Taylor’s news of his church plant in
Goldthorpe Yorkshire. They have 2 rooms in a building which they share with a café, that might want to take back some of the space. They have had 1 to 1 Christianity Explained courses, and are making some headway it seems. As ever our pray-
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ers are asked for them all in their tough self-chosen assignment of a church plant in
an old mining village.
For those of you that go even further back I learnt from Matt Cook’s recent newsletter (he was once our children’s worker) that he and Hannah are expecting a third
edition to their family. They are staying in Birmingham, but are also changing jobs.
It sounds as though Hannah has recovered from her tumour, very much an answer
to prayer.
Camilla Blackman’s sister has returned to
Manchester after a 4 month stay. Needless to say, if you have time to call Camilla that would be well received. Not being
on the internet, she very much appreciates the weekly mail-shots from the office. (All responsible please note how
much it is appreciated; I am always hearing this!).
After 18 years, our happy family and faithreinforcing weekends at Sidholme have
come to an end. The property owners
having been hit by Covid-19 have
planned closing for refurbishment and
sale from January 2021. The event will be
sorely missed, not least by my wife Linda
who undertook all the bookings, roomsharing and also arranged many lifts. Of
course, with Covid-19 we would have
been uncertain of the future anyway. But
we will be looking round for another venue as soon as it is safe to do so.
Rev Tony tells me his Mum has celebrated her 88th birthday, and his father is 91.
He and Jean with all the family celebrated their oldest grand-daughter Maise’s
5th birthday which the great-grand-parents thoroughly enjoyed I’m told!
Meiling Lowden is I believe is taking her piano grades & we wish her well. Mum
Grace has told me she is very pleased with the response to her delivering facemasks. The PHS girls choir contributed to the general effort toward raising money
for NHS Charities from the sale of face masks.
Congratulations are due to Sue Daykin, on learning she is to be a great
grandmother
RMW
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Isn’t it good to be part of a church family? What a difference it makes to share our
ups and downs in life and particularly when we are in trouble? How amazing it is to
know you are being prayed for when you are ill, or bereaved? And hasn’t this been
important during lockdown, when every day through Karl’s morning prayers on Facebook we have been able to keep in contact and pray together?
Some people have problems and situations in their lives that it isn’t possible to
share openly and although as church family we are aware that people of all ages
have difficulties, it generally requests for the older generation that are readily
shared. For problems that can be shared and, as a back-up to Facebook, there is
also an email service that I co-ordinate. The contact list has grown as people have
requested to join and at the present time there are about 70 of us. Would you like
to join? Have you any requests for yourself or others in need (with their permission)
that you would like to share? Contact me by email at ronwheeler10@gmail.com or
phone 01752 227003 or text. I appreciate the informal network of informers that
keep me up to date too.
The chance to pray about our concerns and lay them before almighty God is a
huge privilege. Looking back through my prayer journal of 10 years ago, I was
amazed to find how many prayers had been answered in ways I could never have
imagined. The other surprise was that some of the same situations remain apparently exactly as they were ten years ago – a work in progress?
The requests that come my way are often a call for prayer, or visits for those who
are ill or admitted to hospital. Sometimes it is the good news that people have been
discharged from hospital and are getting better. And it can be news that someone’s
struggles on earth have come to an end and they have passed into Jesus’ hands.
As the saying goes ‘old age doesn’t come alone’ and is often accompanied by illness and loneliness, particularly with the loss of a partner. Are you aware that our
Parish is developing a course for those that have been bereaved, starting this autumn? Have a look on the web site. It is called ‘The Bereavement Journey’.
We as Christians have the hope of Heaven when we die, and we are all mortal, but
hope for at least the 3 score years and 10 that the bible predicted for us. Moses in
Psalm 90:10 says we can expect 70 years or maybe 80 now? Facing my 80th birthday in November, I am hoping for more! The ‘score’ was calculated from the time
when the only way to count would be to use our hands, one finger for each sheep
and doing it twice making 20. Then a notch was carved on a stick. No doubt 80 was
a considerably old age in Moses day, but some of us live longer. Look at Freda Lee
having just reached 100!
We don’t know what Covid will do to mortality rates in the short term, but hopefully
it will be contained in the long-term. We are fortunate that thanks to the advance of
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the health of our nation, through diet nutrition, exercise and lifestyle, we can mostly expect to live at
least for four score years. Life expectancy in the
United Kingdom was below 39 years in 1765, and
over the course of the next two and a half centuries,
it more than doubled, to 81.1 which we have now.
Although it has generally increased, there were several times where the rate deviated from its previous
trajectory. These changes were the result of smallpox epidemics in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, and locally, serious cholera outbreaks. Here in Plymouth we are a little behind the
national average, and more so in Devonport and
Stonehouse.
During lockdown, we have been hugely challenged
to keep in contact with each other. Suddenly we
were not able to meet at church and social events
were off limits. Straightaway, Karl encouraged us to
set up a buddy system and agree to phone each
other on a regular basis, particularly mindful of those
alone and not on the internet. What a difference that
has made. Some friendships have grown, and some
are feeling more connected than they did before
lockdown! But are there others who have fallen ‘off
the radar’?
How the internet has helped us with the services on
Facebook and house groups on Zoom. We do not
know the way ahead, but we do know that keeping
connected is all important in being what God requires of us as a church community, mindful of the
community around us that so needs His tender loving care.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
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Yellowhammer
Bittern
Pheasant
Meadow Pipit
(Grey) Heron
Jay
Peregrine Falcon
Snow Bunting
(Wood) Pigeon
Kestrel
Nightingale
Swift
Puffin
Mandarin Duck
Wren
Kingfisher
Mallard
Pied Wagtail
Blue Tit
Brambling
Magpie
Siskin
Swallow
(Great Spotted) Woodpecker
Quail
Robin
Coal Finch
Ptarmigan
Redstart
Cuckoo

Kanye West wants to create a Christian and child-friendly version of social networking service Tik Tok.
Kanye, 43, tweeted on Monday: 'A vision just came to me... Jesus Tok.
'I was watching Tik Tok with my daughter and as a Christian father, I was disturbed
by a lot of the content but I completely loved the technology.'
He then wrote: 'We pray we can collaborate with Tik Tok to make a Christian monitored version that feels safe for young children and the world in Jesus name.
Amen.'
On Sunday, Kanye was supported by his wife Kim Kardashian, 39, following his
mental health battle and bizarre last-minute presidential bid.
Kim attended his popular alternative church event Sunday Service set against a
gorgeous Wyoming backdrop. She posted videos to her Instagram Story, beginning
with a wooden piano in a grassy field with valleys in the background, as she wrote:
'Guess what's back?!?!'
Kim wrote as the group began to sing hymns: 'Sunday Service is back!!!! Starting at
the ranch in Wyoming.'
Source: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-8638381/Kanye-West-wants-create-Christian-version-Tik-

He is risen: Kim Kardashian supported husband
Kanye at his popular alternative church event Sunday Service which returned for the first time since
the COVID-19 pandemic
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A so-coined ‘Holy Spirit Hunch led Lebanese Pastor to send everyone home before an explosion happned.
Pastor Said Deeb of Life Center Church in Beirut said the day of the massive explosion, a strange feeling came over him – a combination of anxiety, anger, and
sadness that shook him to the core. He said he prayed with his staff but didn't get
a break-through and couldn't shake the feeling that something bad was going to
happen.
"I don't know why, I was so rude, I told everyone, 'Go home, go home, just close
the Center'," Pastor Deeb explained. "But people said, 'How come? We came a
long way, we have commitments, we have meetings.' I said I don't know why but
please go home and come back on Sunday and it was a Tuesday afternoon," he
said.
So Pastor Deeb sent his entire staff of 34 people home and canceled all children's
Bible classes after sensing something terrible was about to happen.
"It was as if the Holy Spirit is saying, Go! Go! Go! Go! So I was saying everybody
go home, turn off the computers, forcing them to leave, I was forcing them and
they said, 'We are cooking, cooking food for the refugees and for the poor,' and I
said, 'Today cancel everything, put it in the fridge'."
"They were thinking I lost my mind but they didn't know and I didn't know it was
the Holy Spirit's prompting."
Life Center Church Beirut sits only about a mile from the explosion epicenter. He
says the blast blew out windows and doors to the 4,000-square-meter facility and
would have surely taken lives if anyone had been there. More than 200 people
lost their lives in that explosion, thousands were injured, and tens of thousands
are now without homes. But Pastor Deeb says he is seeing the Church come together more now than ever before on behalf of Beirut.
"The need all around us is huge, so people were coming from all over Lebanon to
help clean the area where we are and we started sending them food and giving
away drinks. And I thank God for the Body of Christ, people keep calling me from
all over the world asking how they can help. It's the first time in my life I feel like
the International Church is united together to help Lebanon and to help Beirut,"
Deeb said.
Source:

https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/israel/2020/august/a-holy-spirit-hunch-led-lebanese-pastor-to-send-everyone
-home-before-the-explosion?utm_campaign=cbn-club-daily_content&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook
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You have been reading...
At the end of Dad’s Army, Allo’ Allo and Hi-de-Hi, the performance credits
begin with ‘You have been watching’. Well, here are some questions, in no
particular order, the answers of which you have been reading...
1. What bird appeared on page 4?
2. Who married Neha?
3. Who went to Port Said?
4. Who wrote about Mercy Ships?
5. Which Psalm was read at the opening ceremony on 19/9/1870?
6. What arrives at The Hoe at 9.30pm?
7. In which year did The Rev Knox become Emmanuel’s 5th vicar?
8. Who went to Coventry Cathedral?
9. What does Wir pflügen und wir streuen mean?
10. What did Tom O’Reilly do?
11. What happened at Porthcurno in 1870?
Answers:
Q1: p4

Q2: p60
Q3: p12/13

Q4: p58
Q5: p9

Q6: p41
Q7: p21

Q8: p32
Q9: p64

Q10: p23
Q11: p2

EMMANUEL SERVICES

ST PAUL’S SERVICES

Sunday
8.00am BCP Holy Communion
10.30am Our main service
With groups of our children ages 0-14
6.30pm More informal, with a focus on
praise and prayer

Sunday
10.00am 1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th Sunday
Holy Communion
10.00am 2nd Sunday
All Age Worship

Wednesday
10.30am BCP Holy Communion

Tuesday
10.00am BCP Holy Communion

CHURCH CONTACTS

Team Rector

Rev Preb Karl Freeman

01752 248601

Associate Vicar

EMMANUEL OFFICE
01752 260317
1 Compton Ave, Mannamead, PL3 5BZ
Open Weekday mornings 9am-12pm. Answerphone.
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03301 139088
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Rtd Reader Emmanuel (with permission to officiate)

Tim Lyddon
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Reader at St Paul’s (with permission to officiate)
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01752 202593

Church Warden (Emmanuel)

Bert Tayler

01752 319287

Church Warden (St Paul’s)

Bev Kelly
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01752 781665

….”Conquer evil by doing good “
Romans 12:21 TLB
It’s easy to forget why God saved you, what He’s called you to do, and how you’re
supposed to live. So here’s a memo from heaven: “Don’t just pretend that you love
others: really love them. Hate what is wrong. Stand on the side of good. Love
each other with brotherly affection and take delight in honouring each
other. Never be lazy in your work but serve the Lord enthusiastically. Be glad for
all God is planning for you. Be patient in trouble and prayerful always. When
God’s children are in need, you be the one to help them out…If someone mistreats you…pray that God will bless im, When others are happy, be happy with
them. If they are sad, share their sorrow. Work happily together. Don’t try to act
big. Don’t try to get into the good graces of important people, but enjoy the company of ordinary folks. And don’t think you know it all! Never pay back evil for evil.
Do things in such a way that everyone will see that you are honest clear
through. Don’t quarrel with anyone. Be at peace with everyone, just as much as
possible….never avenge yourselves. Leave that to God, for He has said that He
will repay those who deserve it…Instead, feed your enemy if he is hungry. If he is
thirsty give him something to drink and you will be heaping coals of fire on his
ead, In other words, he will feel ashamed of himself for what he has done to
you. Don’t let evil get the upper hand but conquer evil by doing good.“
UCB This article was copied from The Word For Today (with permission). It was
published as the daily reading for 23/10/13. The quarterly publication is available
free from UCB Operations Centre, estport Road, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 4JF. A few
current copies are provided for taking away free from he bookstall at the back of
Emmanuel Church
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