Bulletin 12
We’ve found something special!
I wonder how many times you’ve made a resolution and failed to keep it? Indeed, I wonder
if you can remember any resolutions?! In English Standard translation of ,Psalm 119, the psalmist says to his
Lord,
“I have stored up your Word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.1”
The New International (NIV) version phrases it, “I have hidden your Word in my heart ...”. Reading different
translations of the Bible is a lesson in itself for gaining a wider view of particular verses and the range of their
meaning. I think there are two particular thoughts which are brought to mind through our verse.

Firstly, in the English Standard version (ESV), there is the connotation of committing to memory for later
use. Many of our forebears in the faith we made to learn portions of the Bible by rote for Sunday school tests
and the subsequent reward of badges in their Sunday school books! Although some of this was done with the
very best of intentions, it was often dissuasive of any further interest in the Scriptures simply because of the
seemingly ‘rewardless’ toil. The teachers had discovered the reward because, through recall of the text, they
could relive the blessings they referred to. But their pupils simply couldn’t see beyond the exercise.

Secondly, looking at the New International Version, we note the association of emotion. Of spiritual
ownership of the meaning of the verse. Its Truth has found its mark in the life of the believer and has been
‘taken to heart’. Henceforth, recalling this treasure from the heart returns not just understanding or command
but ownership and assurance for the one who had laid it up there. This then, is the living Word, the Word
which,
“…is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it pierces even to dividing soul and
spirit, joints and marrow. It judges the thoughts and intentions of the heart.”2

One of the blessings I believe we have discovered in new measure during this temporary season of
lockdown is that latter sense of not just a renewed association with the Bible but a discovery that the verses
we have been reading have real traction in our lives. They resonate with and revitalise our life of faith. They
have found a place not just in our memory banks but in our hearts.
One particular verse which I have found enormous strength and assurance from recently has been Hebrews
6:19….
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“We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the
curtain, where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf.”
We’ve come across it in our reading through the book of Hebrews and also in two of the hymns we have been
reflecting on biblically at our 10.30 gatherings on Facebook. On the one hand it could be seen as an obscure,
Old Testament ambiguity. One the other hand, when one pictures the scene in the Old Testament Tabernacle,
it gives a mighty assurance that we are held from in the grip and grace of our Lord through him holding fast
to his covenantal promise of forgiveness and mercy. Our eternal future. That gives us hope with which to face
all our tomorrows. I love the simple prayer Sue Daykin has shared with us,
Lord God
teach me trust in place of worry,
to have faith instead of fear
and walk with me into tomorrow. Amen
The ‘trust’ and ‘faith’ are what attach us to the immoveable,
unshakeable anchor of Jesus Christ, whose promise is to see us
through all the challenges of earthly life and bring us eventually
home to his heavenly glory and rest. Right now, I am very excited
as two of our artists in the parish, Debbie Turnbull and Ben Bloss
have been working on paintings to illustrate this verse and set it
even more firmly within our hearts. Here’s Debbie’s. Ben’s is still
to come. For me, I think this will be the verse I take out of all this.

Finally, I have also been struck by the recurrence in
Scripture of the heavenly hope constantly held out before us to
spur us on in the faith. Only last night when we were doing one of
thebibleproject.com ‘Church at Home’ Bible studies on Generosity at Home Group, did it arise yet again in
Paul’s letter to the young church leader, Timothy in 1 Timothy 6:17-19.
Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth,
which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our
enjoyment.3
And again,
In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age,
so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.4
The faithfulness of God’s promises can only be ‘judged’ in the light of eternity because that is where he tells
us to look for his final answer to all the world’s problems. For now, we need to learn to walk more with our
heads in the clouds of heaven. To travel as those…
“…sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see...”
…because our feet are constantly hurt by the sharp stones we walk on in this earthly life. Each of us has had
to reckon with our own mortality during these times - the realisation that this could actually happen to us, not
someone on a TV in a far-flung corner of the world. There is no promise in the Scriptures that is wont. Indeed
the Scriptures tell us that it most certainly will in one way or another. No wonder Jesus said,
"I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the world."
He really meant it! And meant to be judged by it too! Let’s learn to walk with our head in the clouds rather
more! But let’s also remember not to be so heavenly minded that we are no earthly good!
Rev Karl 18.06.20
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